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If ever-we have produced a pamtcr more avctse
o self-exposure than John Meredith, he has.
- been too modest to catch iny cye. Under-
publxazc:d but not wholly unnoticed, the
tion of a travelling exhibition of a . ;
highly selective choice of his works painted ¢ ot
drswn over the last 15 years was sngmﬁmnt
smong the everits at the October opening of the
rebuilt Art Gallery of Ontario.* Not that
Meredith has ever been anything but eye-
casching, fromyhis first tentative yet distinctive

‘The exhitbinon is also travelling to: Sarnia Public

Art Gallery, December 6,. 1974-Januaty

P.o.{mm Hall, St Catharines, January lo-February 25

WywouvuAnGallery, February 8-March 1; Lofi-

2 Public and Art Gallery, March 7~30; The
. pn! 18-sz 25. Wmdsor Art ’
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. public appeararice in 1958. That was ét the long-
gone Gallery of Contemporary Art of the

. Kernerman brothers on Gerrard, in the heady

days when therc and a little later at Aveom
Isaacs’ new talent was busting out in almost
every succeeding show.

Meredith was then already ﬁvc years out of
the Ontario College of Art, where he had been
a quiet but good student, particularly helped by
Jock Macdonald, and had meanwhile been -
working in considerable isolation in Brampton.
We were at that time allowed some information
about him, for example thiat he was the much
younger brother (seven yeats younger) of our

" then comet’ William Ronald, that their parents

were remarkably sympathetic to pamte in the:
family, but that, being called Smith; all parties
. were averse to the young men becommg known.
as a set of lawerday Slmth Bros. One. of the
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Umnled Drawmg XV, x965. mk on paper, I 3

most conspicuotis features of those early

-cahvases was a surprisingly aggressive signature
“designed, if irritatingly, to make his professional
. :name register. It did, rather because the paxmmg ‘
* wis so iinteresting, so unlike his brother’s and )
‘soitruly individual.

These canvases were for some years dark and .

broodmg I he was looking ouitside himself for
_guidance, it was to neither Toronto nor New -
:York One felt that perhaps one eye was curious
for a while about the techniques, not the
“imiagery, of two Montrealets of exactly his own
’age, Gmdo Molinati andjcan McEwen. Ashe
. is ot d traveller exceptiin his own mind and-

to absorb stimuli without being at all -

. 7comaous of their spccxﬁc sotirces, this may 1 not’

slgmfy The early stripes remain slgmﬂcant for .
:-their insistent paintetliness, for their determinia- .

o) to-assume: orgamc rather than mathematical




