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sh To many Americans - particularly perhaps to you, who
p are with one of our greatest provinces an outlook on the
saciric - it must have seemed curious that Canada should for
19 long have paid little attention to the Far East; and this
hn contrast to the close and continued interest which Americans
hiVe maintpined from quite early times. There are; of course,
StStorical'explanations for this difference. The United
D ates - g great Power Tor many years - has for long had
tglitieal and commercial interests which are world-wide. 1In

¢ Far Bast you developed in the last century the ™Open Door™
§°licy towards China, The opening of Japan to Western:
Nfluence dates from the exploits of Admiral Perry a hundred
Yﬁarg ago. You have held overseas possessions in the Orient.

& Philippine Repliblic - now your sovereign ally - these
Slands have' been an active, 1living link over several
8¢nerations between your country and the East.

i Before the war, on the other hand, Canadian
snterests in the Far Bast were, even relatively, much less
cubStantial and intimate. It 1s true that we had considerable
OmMmerce with and economic interests in Japan. Any many
Nadian missionaries, businessmen and travellers journeyed
© and from the Orient. But these relations were not of great
political consequence nor of general concern to Canadiansy; to
€ large majority of whom Asia wasﬁmysterious and remote,

It was, I think, natural that such attention as
to their country's external

Canadian
- 5 W willing to give
:frairs shoiigg untilgquitg recently, have been centred almost
Xclusively in the United States and in Europe. You were our
g?eat and powerful neighbour, with whom we were in continual
Ontact in the multifudinous affairs of our private and
Eﬁtiohal existence., The United Kingdom, at the doorway of
1irope, was the centre of the old British Empire and, after
931 of the new Commonwealth of Nations. To the Commonwealth
® Were attached by strong ties of loyalty and interest. The
ielatiVely peaceful process by which Canada attained her
Mependence did not create among Canadians the same
siservations about the Wother side™ of the Atlantic that were
thill widespread in this country even a generation ago. And
€ greatest volume of Canadian trade was conducted through a

thre : Stat
8~y British Isles and the United States,
Furt vay channel with the to which most Canadlans traced
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r ~Saxon and French. Finally, Canada
by i b o to prevent a German

already been involved 1n oné war
Qonquest 0% Europe and seemed likely to be drawn into another.

t compelling factors in Canada's external
:ilationshfgstﬁg 33311 thg Second World War combined to fix the
Shtention Sf Canadians on this continent and on Europe. It b
os24ld 5150 be moted that, ‘in the twentles and thirties, mic
The 2hada was still undeveloped, large areas even un:xpuore ’
P S ten million-or-so Canadlans who made up the country's
occupy them at home. The

opulat t e
3 0 had plenty to pr :
sar aston in.fl9.3away and unknown, The great stirrings that
er was lar the millions of Asia attracted the

e
iﬁterzgfigg gichngmgﬁg study* of only a handful of "speclalists™
Canadg 1y infant Foreign Office.

ce the last Great War, this sltuation
greatly QhDurigg azﬁdS%ﬁé peginning of the change might fairly
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- carcely arrived in Hong
> : adian soldiersy S

?ﬁ’ls tgeb‘;’fﬁg; gﬁff 1ittle garrison, were overwhelmed in the
'V of the Japanese onslaughto



