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M 8ajor steps taken to divide Northwest

Nunavut Constitutianal Forum, com-
ýed af'eastern members of the North-
V''tTerritories Legisiature and leaders

Ofthe Inuit Tapirisat of Canada, an
rboiginal-cîaim group representing 25 000

'uit, have taken a major step in pursuit
afc separate territory in the eastern

Ar'ctic, outlining the basis of a constitu-
tiOf and scheduling a convention a year

flo çw to ratify it.
Thyhave also established a quasi-

Mvernmental group to draft a detailed
corlstitutÎon, recommend a boundary,

na'ea capital, define who can vote in
elections, and propose limits to the raie
Of a federal commissioner. Public opinion
's ')Pected ta be solicited throughaut the

eýst rn Arctîc on these and other matters
beginnîng in Octaber.

ýoi"flding of forum
4Weve gone beyond talking about
4nivutý- said the farum's chairman and
rOe1TIber of the Legislature for Frobisher

14and Narthwest Territories educatian
M1Jnister Dennis Patterson. "Now we are
building it," he said.

Territories

The Nanavut forum, which held its
f irst meeting in Frobisher Bay in August
this year, was founded in response ta
three main political develoPmeflts of the
past year:
- Narthern Affairs Minister John Munirai
maintained that talles on political de-
velopmeflt be separate from aboriginal-
dlaim talks, even though Inuit dlaims
overlap with their proposai for a separate
territory;
- he also insisted ail northern political
graups get together on palitical devel-

opment 'In presenting their case ta the

faderai government. The Narthwest Terri-
tories Legisiature and ail main native

groups formed the Constitutioflal Alliance
in July. (The NunavLlt Forum is part of
the alliance, but it has taken a somewhat
independent stance and a western forum

is scheduled ta meet in September); and

- the Northwest Territories residents
voted 56 per cent in favour of dividiflg

the territories, last spring, in a referen-
dum.

The federal governimeflt has not com-

mitted itself ta splitting the Northwest
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Territories and the forum's report urges
that it do s0 soon. It asks that the
minister responsible for political evolu-
tion in the North, Senator Jack Austin
establish a "core group"' of Cabinet
ministers and senior civil servants ta work
with the forum on division of the terri-
tories.

The report asks the federal govern-
ment ta establish a boundary commission
before next. May and draw a bou ndary by
next September.

The boundary is a problem because
Inuit dlaims ta rights on ail land northeast
of the treeline - an area they cal Nuna-
vut - overlap with dlaims of the Dene
Indians. to the West. In addition, the Inuit
of the Mackenzie Delta are undecided
about jaining their cousins in the east or
the Indians ta whom they are linked by
the Mackenzie Valley corridor.

Educational aid to Third World

An Ottawa-based organizatian is assisting
developing countries in their educational
efforts by providing books and services
to teachers and students in those coun-
tries.

The Overseas Book Centre is a national,
non-governmental organization that dis-
tributes books and provides furids and
services donated by school boards,
libraries, teachers' federations, hospitals,
colleges, universities, publishers, busi-
nesses, service clubs, governments and
individuals.

Among the activities of the centre's
book program in 1980-81 were: the ship-
ment of 70 tons of materials ta the
Ugandan school system; a 5.4-tonne airlift


