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cither the gaining of knowledge or aesthetic enjoyment,
we must hm} a care in the first days of the child’s en-
deavours to develop in him an interest in reading. The
teacher’s responsibility is two-fold; she must help him
to conquer the mechanics of reading and also stimulate
his interest. Primary teachers agree that success in
learning to read is in direct ratio to the intensity of de-
sire. If the child be actuated by a desire for information
or a wish to impart something, he learns to read natural-
ly. The surest ally the teacher can have is he child’s
interest. One means of insuring interest is the choice of
material for use in reading lesson which the child en-
joys. There are a variety of possible avenues——games,
nature lessons, stories of pets, walks which the class
have taken together, simple experiments which they have
tried, stories and Mother Goose- Rhymes, |

The unit to be used in teaching a child to read is
the sentence. He expresses his own ideas in a sentence;
he can more easily comprehend a whole idea than an
isolated word or letter. The early reading lesson should
be largely conversation, it may be about a nursery rhyme,
or a game, or a lesson on leaves. The teacher. chooses
some part of the lesson and says: “I will now write on
the board the first story about the bird.”’

"Once a little bird came
Hop, Hop, Hop,
r “Mary, do this,” writing:
Toss the ball.
or, “John’s story is this:”
My leaf is red.

The next lesson is begun by asking the children to
find the story read before, to fulfil the direction or find
the leaf. Then the lesson is gradually umpleeed until
the whole rhyme, all directions for the game or all that
the children discovered about the color of leaves has been

written-down and recognized. During the first step care
~hmldbetakmtolo&uponlmumgweqsawhdg

Repetition nsneededbutwﬂlbemtnnllyprondedlf'

you follow the child's interest.
Ihenextstqnsmdxedwhenchildmnohoethat

some of these stories are made up of identical parts. One |

teacher tells of such a case in & lesson on “The Pigeon.”
The following sentences were on the board:

The pigeon has pink feet.

‘It has large wmgs. S

It has a strong bill.

It has a coat of feathers.
Some child announced that “m of the stories begin
the same way.” Likenesses can now be emphasized and
differences dxstmgms‘hed The teacher can ‘conveniently '
use drills on phrases and words. - Sight cards on which
such are written, may be for a moment, ¢ uds
bearing the words may be phmd about the room and
identified by the children, the words may be pointed out
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in a list of known words, “Flash writing” may also.
used. The children are asked to write the word |
teacher has just written. Atfmtnocareuhk&u

the form of the letters or relative height, it is enough
that the pupils try. Anoﬂxerdemewtoaﬂowthedﬁ-_}

drentomakeadicﬁmrycmmmngﬂ:emdsthey&_
ready know. mepenodaweeknhouldbegxmbﬁt
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hundred words at the end of the first year. Tea
find, whofoﬂowﬂmschwthatlnungunedu”
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