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riceless Pointers for Poor Pater
What to Do When the Family's Away and More Particularly- What to ""Don't »

Ekfrid, Nov. 1th, 1917.
EAR FATHER:

You will no doubt bie surprisedl
to hear from me and, to tell the truth,
yeu would flot be hearing from me
if it were flot for the fix that I amn in,
The Editor of Everywoman's World
has asked me to contribute somte-
thin to hier paper. What do you

to ilkidathinf of that? 1 have contributed
to al kids f. publications from a Sportîng Extra

to a religious montbly, but this la positively the'
first time 1 have ever been invited te contribute
te, a magazine that appeals exclusively to women.
1 doubt if a young girl was ever more surprised by a
proposai than 1 was by. that invitation. Instinc-
tivelyr I gasped:

This la so'sudden."
When 1 recovered fromn the shock 1I hunted up a

copy cof Everywoman's World, and tried to figuireeut nuet what I could do that would fit in. Ae I
turned over the pages 1 made a discovery that gave
me an Inspiration. 1 found to my amazement that
there was no Sporting Page, Markcet Reports, Poli-
tical News, or anything intended te appeal te the
father of a family. Yet it is saie to -assume that
there is a father in every famiiy that takes the paper.
Of course 1 realize that we men folks do flot amount
te much in family matters, but stili, as a matter cf
business 1 think the editors should have somethlng
intended to interest fathers of families. Clearly,
mny opportunlty was te fil this long..felt want, and
if the editor wili stand for it 1 ahal[ certalnly do lt.
Heart te heart taika between fathera mlght resuit
in the interchange of many valuabie hints that wouid
make for the peace of families. If you meet mie
haif..way ln this mnatter we may start somnethlng that
wiii bring corfort and happlness te the heart of
many a dewn-trodden husband and father. Here
goees.

At this moment 1 have no doubt you are sitting
with your boots off warming your feet in the oven,
after dolng the chores. whii1e the cilidren are crowdecl
around the iamp dan their' homework. If 1 dared
1 would ask y ou to.iI you r pipe and have a smoke
with me, but I amn afraid that la againat the principies
of the paper. However, if the boy gets bis head
eut cf th e lght yeu may bc able to read what I have
te say.

Now what shall we deai with firat? Conisiderlng
the nature of the paper I think that Helpfi ints
of sornie kind would bui about the right thing-and
perbapa a few recies.. I confess that 1 arn ao
rattied that I find it hard te get my tboughts in order,
so niy letter wlll probably bc aomnewhat ranbling.
Stili you rnay find somiething that wili start a valu-
able train of thought.

I find that the crying need arnong fathers at 1ýý
the presceit tume- he tere la an electien in pro-/_res, ia for a lot of new convincing' excuses for)ing eut la te. Lodgemieetnga and stttlng up with/
a sick frlend have become se thread-bare that a
fellow lsasahamed te offer thein. I arn arry te ay
that I haven't been able te
invefit anythlng new, though 1/ý
1 did aprlng a story about

't>ping ut te watch a
'light cf airshlpsgo over-
and got away wlth it,-lit
now that the United States
has joined the Allies I doubt
if it wouid go with a really
dici;,natino' wiIf Yovu
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aise icund that is la a good idea te have a iew
nails at hand when aý button flues cff. An eight
penny nail cunningly stuck thrcugh the waist-band
of a pair cf treusers bas been known te serve for a
butten for many montha.

Cerne te think cf it, most' of a mnan's problema
arise when the iamily gees te visit seme relatives
for a heliday and leaves hlm te book after the farm
and "keep bach." Having had smre experience
I shaîl offer A few hints for what they are worth.

Don't bother sweeping the heuse while the foks
are away. Ne matter how well yeu do it, the firat
thing yeur wife will say when she cernes in through
the dbor will be:

"0 what a mess I How on earth will I ever get
the house dlean again?" Anether argument againat
sweeping la that wemien inherit the bellef tha ta
man invariably sweeps the duat under the aide-
board -or under the bedi, and nething will make
thern believe
anything else.
You rnîght as
well
"iorbid the mous-
tain pinsa

no noise
Wben they are

guats of heaven"

as t ry te
convince thern
of anything

if f ere nt .
Their belief in
ln this nmatter
la touchingly
fundamiental
and it is umles
for.?0 ou te

wet wlth it.
Therefore don't /
sweep.

wili Malte thern wait on yeu tenderiy, but because
it tends te give thern self reliance and more conceit
of themmseives te, think that coeking is a mystery
which ne man can ever master. I have known the
prace of a farnily te be wrecked by a man who knewhow to cook, and refused te accept bis wife's expiana-
tiens when. the bread happened te, be soggy or when
the potate water get scorched. *It la wise te let

tern retain their feeling of superiority in unimpor-
tant matters cf thia kind.

Ai a father of a family I may say that 1 find my
early experiences as an umpire and- occasionally as
a referee very valuabie in settling disputes among
the children. To city fathers who may read these
words I may say that most familles would find it
better te hire an experienced referee than a nursery
geverneas.

When the children are being dosed with sulphur
and molasses or similar medicines the wise father
gets eut of the way as quietly and unobtrusively
as possible. Wivea are apt te be somewhat blind
at such times, and if hie is net careful he may get a
dose eut of the over-flow.

T HERE is one job that always fails te, the lot of
the father of a family en Thanksgiving-day,

Christmas and other faiiy festivals. He must carve
the lowi. As I have neyer been able te make any-
thing eut of the charts and blue-prints published ini
family papers and cook books I usuaily do the job
by main strength. If there happens te be guesta at
the table I invariabiy put themn into good humer by
quoting Bill Nye's advice te carvers.

"When carving a fowl it is net considered goed ferrn
te, place your knee on the breat of the bird."

This aiways raisea a mierry laugh that pints everyone
at ease and if a lady happena te get her silk waist
splashed with gravy during my struggles she takes
it in the spirit in which it was meant and the inci-
dent passes off lightly.

By the way, when you are keeping "bach" yeu
should avoid the family cook bock as ycu weuld

the pestilence. One time 1 hankered
for an omelette and indiscreetly went te
the famiiy colc bock te get plans and
specifications for building it. Hlappen-
ing te catch the book by the back it
premptly vomnited a shower cf clîppings1// and papers al ever the kitchen floor./1/ When picking themn up I found newspaper/1! recipes for eVeryith.n. frcmn mending
crCckerte hint fer healing a daught,, s
heairt arler the yeung minster bas accepted
a call te a distant parish. I aise found
selected poeema, early love-letters and
recipes for mixed pickles. Ry the time
I had picked up the scattered debris and
restered the ccok-book te its former
cerpulence I had lest my appetite and
haT decided that I didn't want anythîng
toeaet anyway.

Speaklng cf recipes rerninda me that
I once saw an artic la the iarnily circlec)f a farm paper which told "Hcw te serve
Square Meals on Round Doijies." If
I had knewn that I would be asked te
write this article I would have clipped it
and p ut it away in the "Veterlnary Guide"
for future reference.

'If you happen to> use an empt vanilla
S bottle te store a littie suppiy ovarnish

whlle yurwlfe la away and the cake she
cooks fer the Woman's Inati-

ire/


