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ta be a chief reason for the 1897 celebration iii Canada. As
I have pointed out on previous occasions, whetber Cahot's
landfall be ciaimed to have been in Newfaundland or on the
the continent, it is certain that it took place at the entrance
of the Gulf of St. Lawvrence. It hieralded the course of con-
tinental discovery by that northern inilet, and it was througli
that inlet that the chief features of the internai gecgrapby
of the coi)tinent were laid open to mankind. It was important
to the worid geographicaiiy, it was important in its bearing
upon the future history of our continent, and, aboxýe all,as far
as Canada and the British Empire are concerned, it was
important as the first step towards the discovery and coloni-
zation of Canada, 0. A. HoWLANI).

Si ii,-The proposai made by Mr. Ilowiand iii your issue
o)f the 2 lst uit. ta celebrate iii 1897 the 400th anniversary
of Cabot's discove1ty of titis Continent, will, I arn sure, meet
witli generai approval. Permit me, however, ta Suggest
that we might,if Her Majesty is stili upon the tbrone, couple
with that celebration the sixtietb aniniversary of the acce'ssian of aur beloved Qucen. Ev ery truc citizen of the Empire
looks forward witb hopeful flnticipation to Victoria surpass-
ing ail her predecessors in length of reign and of life, as site
bas already surpassed themn in the purity and perfection of
bier sovercign mie ; so tbat it wauid appear peculiariy appro-
priate tbat we sbould bit off tbe double evenit, as it xvere,
witli one layai burst of British-Canadian enthusiasm.

Toronto, July 9th, 1895. .J. G. Tn«pnson;.

Il ANO81TIC."
Sia, --In Tmiim WEEK Of tbe 5tb inst., Dr. Williami

Clark says of Professor Huxley tbat be invented the 'yard
Agnostic, and tbat the word very well describes bis own
position. I do not find it in any English dictionary, or in
Worcester's. How is it pronounced ? Agnoseo bas tbe op-
posite meaning. Mv.ust we say A-gnostic ? To me it seerns
a badly contrived word. Warse than " Electrocute," for
tbat, tbougb abominatbe, does not menu tbe reverse of wbat
is intended. Pray emligiten, or ask Dr. Clark ta enligblten
us ini your next inmber, and oblige your aid subsexiber and
somnetime contributor, W.

()ttawa, Julv 8ftb, 1895.
'I'hce Imperia 1) Diio'na-y gives two prononciations, Ag-nostie or-A-nostic bat the fariner isa ost universal. It defines the word asmcaning "one of a Scheel of thinkcrs who disclaim any knowledgc ofCod or of the aif gin of the universe . .. an.d hoids tnit the infinite,the absolute, and the iinconditioned are beyond all experienee andiconsequently beyand its [ithe hantan mind's] range."The new Standard Dirtion ary, after defining the terin, gives thefollowing from .Huxley's E.aay8 ?(pof sanie Controrer.tal Qn(sr'i1.olin.1, the man withont a rag of a label . . . tank thnnght ami inrenteilwhat 1 coneeived to be the appropriate titie of Aqnîosli<."

[Er). TII i z Eý.

WO M ENS SOC t TIES.
5,"Fairplay " bias made, 1 tbink, an unnecessarily

virulent onslaugbit an my miid eflusion. I did nat "aýttack '
the Woman's Council. Ail I said was that in view of tbe
muitiplicity of women's societies I tbougbt it, as I stili tbink
it, a most unnecessary institution. I did nut even remark,
as I might bave donc, on the singularity of sucb an arganiza-
tion, in a Cbristian counitry,beginning operatians by a refu.sai
t(> say tbre Lord's Prayer--a prayer sa broadl that it is said
by ail denominations, and was, I believe, used at the Parlia-
ment of Religions in Chicago. That the subjects discussed
were important and very various I am weil aware, but, after
a careful perusal of reports of tbe papers read, I mucbi ques-
tion if anyone xvent home mucb wiscr. Snell sujes:filie
training of cbildien, literature for tbe voung, etc., caix,.[e
discussed witb mucb practicai benefit at.coniven tions. Every
parent must be guidcd, ta a great extent, by bis or bier own
judgment and comnton sense, as the treatment wbicb is suit-
able for anc child may he muinous ta another, and books
wbich arc good for some cbildren may be quite unsuitable
for otliers. No liard and fast ruies can be laid dawn, as so
much depends an disposition and temperament. Tbus it will
be seen tbat experience is the best teacber, and mothers
can only gain tbis experience by a cameful study of tbeir
childmen.

Does IlFairplay " seriauslv think tbat it is necessary for

a woman ta attend a convention, or belong ta anl association',
and pembaps travel bundrcds of miles in order ta learfi how
ta teach bier daugbter the important arts of sewing and boule-
keeping- and ber chiid cen the comi-on preceptsof CliristiarntYl
Surely îlot.

Warnen, I am praud ta say, have donc, and are doinlg a
noble work amiongSt tbe poot', the sick, and the afliicted, but
titis tbey bave (lotie for hundreds of years xithont tb aid of
national counicils, and I beg leave ta say that the greiaes
taîkers are not aluays tbe greatest workcrs. Omganized
charities, weli rnanaged, are very excellent tbings and great
blessirngs, b ut tbese large sacieties, wbich take up bevei.ythin*
fromn woinan's enfranebiseinent, upwards or downlwardS, cari-
not bie said ta came under that liead. Tbey. afford agrn
opportunity for manv ta tatk wiîa bave notbing ta say, and
give mnany other iveli meaning people a piaus excusefo
neglecting their own duties, ani tbus defeat the very abjectS
they profess ta further.ilo

That tbe Womian's Council is approved of by nie alieminence 1.5 true, but it is also disapprox cd of by otbers equaY
intelligent, in proof of wbicb I quote brietly tbe followlng
fromn a lea'ding Toronto journal: Il We wisb wve could col-
gratulate tbe Christian wornen,who met in tbis city recelntY,
an the success of their gatbering, but wc cannot. There were
iii it some most serions defeets so timat, upon the wbole, We8
feel tbat it wauld. have been better if it ixad not beca lie]('-

... Thxey nlegatived tbe creeds of Cbî.istendorn ,;o far as
tbey couid. . . . The abject .seems ta bave been ta get
together tbe iargest possible nunîber of women, and p1.aduce
a great impression by the size of the organization."

Now i would advise IlFairplay"' ta leave apOstolic tintes>tdone ; the passage (îuated refers ta wiOwof thr'ee sl10e
years and ocer and the good works St. Paul ennnteiates aire
not sncb as ta require attendance at anly convention for their
hietter performance.

It is bath niovel and refresbing ta itear the grealt
apostie citcd in dfneof wbat I migb- 1  , o ak 0better termn, public woînen, as lie is generaily uatierstOOd .
boid strong opintions an the opposite side. 1 tiiink bie espeel-
aliy says in another place that the yauniger worien sball be
"keepers at borne."

1 cannot trutbfully say tîtat St. Pau1 is fartunlate eniotg'
ta bold exactly my opinion otn the IlWoman. Question," he is
a littie too conservative, but I bave no objection ta sheltemiflg
inyseif behind bini especially wlien doing sa gives flica
opportunity ta Ilhoist mine advemsary witit lus owtl pctaîrd.ý
This wholc sul)jcct bias so xnany side issues that it califant

fully ho discussed iii the iimited space of a newspaPer letftee
I shiah therefore conclude by reminding IlFairplay " thatfe
people tbink exactiy alike, and that it is not at ail necessary
ta be discourteous ta ail wbo differ front us.

\Voinen and B3ooks.

T> AMA RYLtIS, W 110 NouEi)Wta.

When lovelv Amnaryllis speaks,
11cr wards my homage sa coipei,

That readily for days or îveeks
Content 1'd1 sit,
'lo itoar the Wit

Attd wisdotn froi lier lips whicb fell.

Ani ai! wheu Arnaryllis siiîgs,
Ail conversation (lies away;

A bird shce is, borcft of wingus
The nigîttingale,
Weald witoliy fait,

To jîxtitate lier upper A.
B3tt oit wheit Amîaryllis writos...

Sie hopes ta comtîqer faine by tint
(0f scribbling staries, atsd invites

Hem swain ta praiso
Each clutnsy phrase,

And bids Itit get tce stîtif in priit!

Nay, let ait casier plaît be trieti,
Anti if for sure rennwn you loak,

Yon'x e bîxt ta lay the pon aside
We'Il suait dectare,
The inaiden rare,

Whot never even wmote a book!

se. .Jaîi< ;atjt
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