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untracked and ail but unindicated. Left to the reader, also, muest be the

interesting opening chapter. giving a brief ac!count of the C. P. [t. and its

wonderful enterprise, with the facts and figures of unusual value to those

contemplating a holiday or business tour to the Pacifio. We iinnst con-

gratulate Mrs. Spra£rge on bier work, and on the felicitous inanner in

which it has been executed. She is a close observer, has a keen eye for

the beauties of Nature, and a graphie, often eloquent, pen. in describing

Scenery, and in investing its transcription with reality. In tli, re-perusal

of her boo0k we have had fresh delight, whicli our readers, if they folio w

Our example, will not fail to experience. iNor will they f ail tojoin us in

expressing tbe hope that our author, on soîîîe further holiday, inay soon

take us on another and equally pleasant excursion.
G. MERCER ADAMI.

A HIISTORY 0F THE cANVADIA N PEU,7PLE»ýý

ADOPTING the titie of Mr. Green's well-kuown work on the English

people, Prof. Bryce, of Winnipeg, bas just issued in London and Toronto

a work which bie cails "A Short flistory of the Canadian Pecople." The

volume differs littie, either in plan or in purpose, fromn the ordinary

Canadian histories, thougli its author dlaims for bis work that it is neither

a " drum and trumpet history " nor a Ilmere record of faction figbits." In

go far as the strifes of the battie field and the legisiative chamber enter

into Canadian history, these strifes we tind deait with in tbe volume

before us; hence, in this respect, the author bas not specially struck ont

any new path for himself. Nevertbeless, th(e work has features of its owni

which distinguish it from other native histories, and coniflUIl( it to the

favourable recognition of Canadian readers. This mucb, at the outset,

we gladly and ungrudgingly say of the work ; thougb we notice, that the

author, not in the best taste nor in the zuust Christian spirit, as we tbînk,

lias an inconsiderate fling at bis contemporaries in the field of autborship,

whom. be charges with 'lgaining a livelihood without rendering value to

Unsuspecting book-buyers " by joining with publishers in the - nefarious"

work of makîng Canadian literature subservient to the interests of the

book-maker's pocket. Here is Prof. Bryce's aspersion on bis brother-

authors engaged in the arduous and ill-requited work of doing soniething

for Canadian literature in the departinent in which lie hims4elf is a workcr:

" Sonie partisan purpose to serve, the caceithes scribe adi, or the unworthy

mative of receiving Government patronage, have induced a somewhat

Prolific crop of political biographies, local ' histories '-mere uninteresting

and unsympathetic collections of facts, dry and raw manuals, known as

school histories,' ail dishonouring to the naine historian, ;nid producing

on the public a nauscating effect on the mention of the namne of history.

If the historian be not free and courageous enougli to give bis opinion,

history is valuele(,ss." It is a matter of little moment to whoin our anthor

here refers; but we cannat help saying that the passage, and Prof. Bryce's

general tone in referring to the product of Britisli-Canadian literature, are

indicative of a spirit the reverse of belpful to native letters, unkind to

those engaged witb bim in authorship, and apt to raise the question, how

far Prof. Bryce's own work and motives are bigher and better than those

he thus offensively arraigns. Nor is our author's dictuni to lie taken

without question, that bistory is valueless unless the bistorian be lxnth

free and courageous in the expression of bis personal opinion, It is by

110 Ineans desirable-in tbe main, indeed, it is not often expedient-tbat

the historian should intrude his own opinion. Juis purpose le rather to

get at facts, and to present tbemn dispassionately, witlî dueý regard ta tlwir

influence, near and remiote, on the events aîîd characters mîîder review.

Neutrality, in fact, sbould be bis aimi ; and wbere the bistorian bias for-

gOtten this, history, as a rule, we know, bas becomne biassed and partisan.

M1ucli, of course, wiIl be forgiven if an author is interesting, and invests

bis subject with the cbarm, of a good liteîrary style ; but style will net go

far if the writer's work or bis judgîuent are not to bu trusted, aîîd if bis

facts bear a partisan bue.
But this remark, we fear, will excite anticipations in the reader's

'mmd wbich Prof. Bryce does little to satisfy. Our eut hor has nowhiere

COMMitted hiroself to the expression of an'y very proneunced or nîiind-

aresting opinion; nor ducs lie possess any unusual attractions as a writir.

le neyer gets away fro m bis suliject, rarely treats us ta a,îv acute thlouglit,

anld seldom indulges in any broad generalisations. Tlhrougb1out the volume

Sis a painstaking, conscientiaus, but matter-of-fact Iîistorian, neyer

eyciting us ta enthusiasm, and bimself somnewhat under the spell of the

pra0saic incidents of bis narrative and the uenliveuîing statisnics of the

0Cailtry's expansion. Where bis theme nîiight lie expectefi ta quicken lisi

Pulse, the weight of bis pen seems ta cramp bis baud and check aîîy ten-

denIcY ta fervour. As an instance of this let us quote the conoluiling para.

grapli af the section dealinll with the heroic conquest of Quebec and the

00e af the Frenchi régime. The pîiragraph reads like the jottings of seine

Jeded itinerant, and reminds one of thedreary sententiousness of a "lschoo
higtory I index.

*"Vaudreuil," writes Dr. Bryce, Il withdrew ta Montreill, and, ta hi

eisgrace tbrew the blame of the defeat on the dead soîdier, MUontcalîîî

1ýiair-eea Murray 110w remnained in comîmand in Quebec. Iii the

fol1Owing year De Levis attacked Quebec, coming froin Montreal. Tht

.rîtlsh. forces left Quebec, and received the attack at Ste. Foy, near th

eity. The French were successful. The Britisli fell back on the city. 'à

eillai at Ste. Foy coînmemorates this victory af De Levis. The arrivai o

aBIritish fleet made De Levis' efforts liopeless. Thiis fleet destroyed thi
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six French vessels above Quebec. It but remained ta take Montreal.

Generals Amiherst and Murray, corning fronu Schpieecy by way of

Oswego, aîid down the St. L'îwence, landed on Miontreal Island, and

invested the city on the 6tLî af September, 1760. Oa the 8th of September

Governior Vaudreuil yieled, and New France becamo a dependency af

Britain, se that hy 171 French rule had ceased in every part af Canada,

having endured for a century and a haîf."

XVithin the, limiits xve bave in o td ur authar, lbewever, lias done

good work iii this "'Ilistory af the Cauiadian People," and given a new setting

te the aId facts of the- ceuntry's history. Occasionally hie turns aside from.

the main bighway cf recorded events, and leads us pleasantly through sanie

unfamiliar by-paths, here aud there tiîrowing ligbt upon niatters hitherto

unknown or obscure. 0f this character are th, opening chapters, ta mwhich.

the author bas devoted înuch research, aud net a little congenial study.

Thiese are entitled " Prehistoric aid E îrly Ameianad "Tbe Ancient

Jubabitants of Catiad a," the( forumer dealing witlî geological data, the myths

aud traditions cf the Norse Explerers cf the E isterui coast, of the continent,

anti the French, Englislî, Spanish, ailPrtgms discoveries ; and the

latter witlh the preseiît idiani tribes, thîe old Nlound Builders, and the

language, inanners, and custoîns of tlie Aborigines. Following these are

twa chapters, ou on Il The old Colonies Along the Atlantic," and the

other on " The Frenchi I?éime in Canada and Acadia." In these chap-

ters, if the history does net lend itself ta broad and luminous treatment

the fauît caut bardly bue said te bu the autbor's, for the narrative covers a

long period cf years, and fer the most part deals witlî a succession af more or

less bald and unrelated facts. Eveni where the incidents are tbrilling, how.

ever, the author rarely pauses te produce effoct, and the reader loses the

deligyht wlîich a littie more entliusiasuii auJ picturesqueness af narration

migbit afferd hlmi. But crowded as are the pages of this period with the

story of the passing years, that the narrative is not less graphic than it is

must bie a sui-prise ta the critical reader.

The- most interesting cliapters cf the British peried are those on 'lThe

Loyalist 8Stetieent," " The K ing's Country," a record ai colonisation;

and tlîat entitled IlThe Making of Caniadaý," dealing with immigration i-to

the upper Province, the deings af the Farnily Conmpact, and the constitutional

struggles whicli preceded l{ebellion. Juterestiug alsa is the chapter an the

later and formative period of the nation's life, with the record of pragress

in tlie vaîrious Provinces, and the narrative af occurrences which ushered

in Coufederation. Instructive, toa, thonu'c it lias elsewhere been fully

dealt witb, is the chapter on " The Remote Kingdomn af the Fur-traders,"

and that final crie on "lThe Canadian People Under Confederation." With

saine staeîineîts of fact in several af tbese chapters we shauld have liked

te deal, as well as witlî anc or two expressiens ai opinion from. which we

strcng-ly dissenît; but space will not at present per~mit ai aur taking these

up. For the sanie reasen we must also forego dealing with a portion ai the

closing clbapter on " Native Literature-," the least satisfactory section of the

book. Fruni bis. remarks on Anigle (1 aî.iadt(ian literature we infer that Pro-

fesser Bryce is either indifferently read in the literary bistory af Canada,

or~ utterly lacks synîpatlîy witli the aimis and acliievenients ai native authars.

Dr. Bryce's cynical and unpatriotic refurence ta Canadian periodîcal litera-

turc, and lus foigîîed con8ideratien in abstaimiing from mnentianing the

naines cf what lie is pleased ta terni Iluîitinioly and unpm oductive enter-

prises," aie net creditalle te liiîî as a Canradiaii writer. Nor is lie more

coin pli, inntary iii speaking, cf tiie newspaper press, fcw reputable speci-

mucns ai whicli îvould seemn te coule under aur aur.bor's observation.

The' closiiîg section on ThPle I)estiny of Canada," is equally disappoint-

ing, priuicipally iu its liazy utteralices about uperial Federatian, amîd the

evidcîît disimiclination oii the part of th(e autmor ta conmmit hîimself ta any

emipliaic expressioni af opinionl. Secomîdly, anti moire serîously, it totally

fails to set before the reader thme perils which have long beset Confede-

ration, and is sulent on those discardant elemneits, naw finding sinister

expressionin luîiany of the Pmrovinices; cf the Dominion, wbich detract fram

th(e loiogemîeity of the nationm, and mienace the path ai the Canadian

people. But we mnust lie content wlth wlîat the aîirlor lias given us, and

overlook what lie lias net ; scekirîg iii otlier quarters, anid hoping that

at anether timie wbat is now lacking Ïmîay be supplied. For what Dr.

13ryce lias givenl us we mîust at least be thankful ; and if we have dwelt

uoeî lus shiortcuiniis ratber tîa'î upoti the nierats ai bis book, it is

because we lîad looked for bette- tliings, aind particularly for a mare chival-

rous tane and mnnîer in the authcr's treatment of intellectual nuatters, and

the product se far of native literature. G. MERdeER ADAM.
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