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seen irom the iollowing extracts from official Reports ai the iîdian Counicil ai

the Indian Territory for 1874 and 1875. Keokuk, Cliief ai the Soas aîîd

Foxes, says :-"lIf a man or a croxvd ai mcii camne ta a tribe ai Iîîdiaîîs, and

seriously injured thein, as it is now, the injumed tribe could get nia redress." lIn

support ai which assertion uve have a statemnent ai the Friend's Rev-iew that

"1fna law exists under aur (U.S.) Goverîîment for the puisinent af aîîv crime

of an Indian agent over Indiauts." For while a negro ireedinan is a citizenu, the

red man, unless bie abjures bis natioîîality, is regarded as a fureigiter. but 7iit/tout

the rzi/zts accarded ta unnaturaliLt.d a/lt-ns in Anierica;! courts. HoNvever, ta go

on xith the Reports ai the ('ouicil. An aged, gmey lîaircd Conuanche Chici

thus expresses himsel:-" Maiîy years ago we lived iii 'Texas, whlere the

Governnîent opened farins and supplied us with cattle and ail other domestic

animals, xvhich prospercd and mîade us happy for a while, but the citizens ai

that country soon said 'the Comanches are bad' aîîd arase and drove us iroin

these homes, destroying ail we hiad. Brothers, J'nî very giad ta sec you doiîîg

s0 well, but my heart icels bad when 1 look back and think wlîat I nuiglit have

been, lîad not Texas treated me aîîd mny people sa bad."

And Buffalo Good, ai the )IVacos, says :-I It is mauîy years ago since the

Wacos commenced ta live like the white mart, in Texas, and I've aiten thouglît

had they flot been disturhed by the whites, they at this ime %vould have been

equal in civilization ta any tribe, perhaps, iii the Cotîîîcil. But we evre driveîî

away from aur homes there, ino Kansas; aîîd w~lîen we hiad mtade another

commencement, we were again driven away. Sa tîtat, eveti now, thougli we are

doîng comparatively well, aur hearts are flot strouîg, for we are by n ia ans

certain that u'. -ivili nat be driven ta sane otlitr t/ace. * * * 'Ne have flot

flow any guarantee that ive will be allowed ta remaiii long at aur- present loca-

tion, and this accauints for aur tardn.ss. The W'acos' history shows that when-

ever the wvhite man tlîinks the Indian is in bis wvay, lie lias but ta rise iii bis

might and drive him, for theme is lia law" ta wlîicl the Ijîdian caui appeal for

Protection."
Int contrast ta this picture we nîay, uvîtî saine pardonable pride, place the

following sketch ai the prunciples o ai r own Indian palicy, again qtuotilig iromt

Principal Grant in~ "4Oceaii ta Ocean'i"

Il W/bat is the secret ai aur wonderiul success in dealing %vith the IndiaîîP

It can be told in very iew ivords. 'Ne ackuiowledge their igbt and title ta the

land, aîîd a treaty onîce made wîth theuîii, wve keelp ut. Lord l)ufferiitlias 1)oiutd

Ouit xvhat is involved inî aur acknowledpiîeuît tlîat the original title ta the land

exists in the Indian tribes auîd conuniities !Beiore we tonuh au acre, wvc uake

a treaty witlî the chiefs representing the bands we are dcaling witlî. auid liaviuug

agreed upon and paid the stipulated price, wcencuter iuitO possesion, lîtt ntt

until then do we consider tîtat we arc cntitled ta (leal tvitli an acre !It is wcll

that this should be clcarly uuudcrstoad, hecatîse thc Indiauis tlîcuuselves hiave uto

mlaniner of doubt on the stubject. At the North-WC5t Angle, cluief aiter chief said

ta the Governar: 'This is wbat we thunk, that the Great Spirit litas p1 btttd us

an this ground where ive are, as yon were uvhcre you cante froni. 'Ne ttiutk tîtat

Where wve are is aur property.' ]3eing well assured that tite lanid is thieirs, tiîey

demand compensation for it as a. igbt. And wvlo wilI question thieir riglît ?",

"'Something more than niaking a treaty is needed. t nîust be kept ta the

letter, and in the spirit. I am flot aware tduat the idiauts ever broke a tmcaty

that was fairly and solemuly nmade. Thley believe it the sanctity ai an oatîî, and

ta a Christiani nation, a treaty nuade with truie believers. lieretics or pagans. witlt

mosquc-goers or church-goerS, is equally biuîding. 'lo break a treaty nmade ivitît

those aid lards and sons ai the soif would lîe worse thiui ta break oute with a

nation able ta resenit a, breacb ai iaith."

Let us be thankftul for the fair record whicb, iii titis respect, wc inherit, and

let us sce ta it that wc do flot sully it by cither daing or pemuniittiuig injtustice ta

'a people accupyiutg s0 peculiar a relationi towards us, looking iorward ta tîte

consumtttatiofl ta be desured, wben the lIndians shahl be siunply aur îeîîow-

subjects, standing upon precisely the sanie basis ai civil ruglîts which ive clairc

as aur own.

THE STANDARD 0F VALUE 1

Our atteuttioni lias been drawvu ta a cotuple ai Icîters whtich lately appeamed

in the columins ai the Sî';CUuiR over tîte signutire ai Wmi. Browni, discussing

the merits oi the Unîited States silver bill. 'Fhey arc cvidently iroin trie peut ai

a gentlemani idulging in tîte grassest dlltsiauis iniinety niatters. 'lle wvriter

goes into, ecstacies axer that uneasure as a great triuniph ai' legislatiaut, and b>,

bis language, hie appears to favor its inîtroduîctiont ta Cantada. 11i view ai the

wide-spread. commuerciual min lie asks " uîow is that mttane> over utearl>' ail the

world bias doubled its purcltasiuig pover; and that real estate anîd ever>' 1îodtuct

ai labor have lost otie liali ai tlîeirs. Hait is it that tens ai tiiousauids are pining

away simpi>' for waiit ai work ? Is tliere nat soinetiig iuî this îvild and insane

detemmniiation. ta destro>' silv er, constitîuting filly aile liaîf of the preciolus metals

in the world ? He calîs uipoi us Cautadiauts beware !It is uîîdeed a nîoncy

question that sbould be probed ta the baottouti."

To us Mr. Brown's fears auîd surnuises are ver>' grttuu. tsbldît

require very much probiuig ta ascertaiui tlîat uîeither the general, nom aur own

commercial difficulties have an>' relation îvhatever ta the discamdiuug ai sîlver, as

a standard ai value.

Gold and silver have becut acknowledged nîcasumes ai value, iroin the

carliest times, and bath usage auîd law have miade thein equivalent at a certain

ratio, saine natîns using silver, others goid. But if Great Britain choses tic gold

standard, it does not followv that bier industmy is dcpmivedi ai the benefit that

silver ina> afford, as a standard ta other coutitrie s. 'l'lie faict ai silver being uscd

elsewheme, as is largel>' donc by EuroPean nations, as well as in the distant East,

sets free Mhe mare gold for th/e couirieip Mat prefer that standard. 'rhere is only

a certain quantity ai these metals il, the world, and the steady rates of 15 3ý4 ta

I af gold proves they are as as actively at work as ever the>' werc. Not even

Anuerican legislation can increase the quantity ai silver, but simply distribute it,

and We ar on unng Mr. Brown's argumetnit against himself in quoting "lThe

anflouncement of the passage ai the bill caused silver and gold in London ta

advance towards each other fron 15.98 ta 1 ta the oId and normal staiidard ai

sîlver bv (lie Americans, who in that act sadcled themnselves with a tax which is

approlJriated by the gold standard communities. But supposing both the metals

used in this country as standards of value, how could wc get either of themn

without payîng for it. We now have ta purchase whatever is wanted of gold to

keep aur l)afk circulationr redeemable, by our industry, and whien the balance

of trade is unfavourable we have ta resart to, the exportation of martgagcs. It

is necessary ta have one. standard of value, but immaterial which, but ta be

ambitiaus af two or more standards as aur Americaii friends seem ta, be, is on

a par with envying thein their gold raam, a ring, crcated by the greeniback

standard. Standard of value is a Illegislating an prices," and the lcss of that

hiandy work the better. Legislating on prices, or iii favour af the debtor, is

only another namie for cheating the creclitor. I)epend uipan it if yoiî make

wrong financial lawvs the nations you deal with will benefit by your errars. We

fail ta perceive the goad of manufacturing a Ilpeaple's money", as Mr. Brown

chooses ta naine it, that costs mare labour ta purchase the coin than it did the

silver. 'l'ie mneasure, hawever, lias some dlaim ta patriatism, as ane class within

the countryv will pocket the profits, and they are halders af nîining stocks. 'lhle

vice ai ail legisiation iii favour ai the debtar class is that it sacrifices industry ta

financial rings. Since the greenback issue, that country lias became natariaus

sor swindles. 'l'lie mare standards af value, the mare dubiaus the ternis of

cantracts are likely ta be made ; and full Play is afforded ta that "ldangerous

and double-îneaning tvard coin." For aur part, we prefer one standard af

value; a unifarîn standard af weights and measures, as well as a universal

language.
Sound financial laws sbould firstly respect the wishes af the creditor;

secanclly the wishes af the debtor; and if that arder be scrupulously observed,

the visits af commercial crises wauld be few and far between, because it would

throw mare securi ty ino commercial transactions.
In tnis resp)ect the Canadian banking law is sadly deficient. I have in my

pocket a ten dollar bank note whicb the lawv obliges me, the creditor, ta accept

without security ; anly think!
''lie crying evil these davs is fiat the lack af a sulver standard, but the

plentifuil lack ai security. Ail cauntries are afflicted by the dead weighit of

carrying a large arnount of fixed and uscless capital ; resulting froin the action

of partial and exl)edient legislation ; and the study now is ta make said capital

available by an intelligent application of the principles of banking. Will Mr.

Brown do his reoders the flivour af showing how this country might be aided in

that direction by the adoption af the deftunct Il Ge-rma Silver Bill "? Unfor-

tunately, wvhat Mr. Brown admires most in his favourite measure is of the least

a(lvantagc ta the general good-for instance, the appreciatioui of the go-cent

dollar ta that of 100 cents !He also discourses very learnedly, of the average

labour valuies of gold and silver. Il I is the labour ratio of cenutries, and will

in aIl likelihood he the labour ratio for centuries ta came."l In aur humble

opinion the labour ratio is one thing, and the legal or nominal value quite

another, and no writcr lias ever yet defined or explained the connection

of the two; and iii iact the gaine is not worth the powder.

Sensible business mcei knowv very well that îicither gold nor silver are worth

anything like their accepted values ; but that docs not unfit themn for being

being Ilstandards af value." 'lhle practical point in establishing a standard of

value is ta ascertain whlat tie crechîtor prefers the debt p)ayable in. He choses4

that which he can seil most readily, and that suits ail parties.

WVe have explained aur views at saine lengthi in these columns an

Business," Il Bankinig," Il Balance af 'lrade," Il Commercial Depressioni," &c,

the perulsal af whichi letters, wc flatter aurself, wvill aid one in arriving at tie

truc state af the country in its; preselît cmbarrasscd condition. If aur î>rinciples

arc flot unassailable, wc slîauld be pleascd ta bie corrected. Th'le prtnciples of

moncy and commnerce, as Mr. Brown suggests, arc by no means toa gencrally

understood. 'lhle Amecricans, we admit, are iii nîany respects "la great and

generaîts people," and accupying a country af unrivallcd natural resources ;

but it appears ta us tîtat their- commercial legislation does much towards,

sacrificing these natural advantages. At the present time, perhaps fia country

exhibits more evidences af poverty amnongst its active population. In maniage-

ment wc have certainly little presentcd ta us as worthy afi mitation.
Ai.PHA.

MYSTERY PLAYS.

'l'lie vast proportions af the thecatres ai anicient lEphesus, Atheîîs, Coriiîth,

Syracuse autd Rie are evideuice af the proîijiience ai the l)rama as a meaîis

for tic cuttertainineuit and inîstructionî oi the p)eople ai tliose cities. Several

were capable oi ac couîimudatiuig au audience ai 20,000 ta 30,000. It is evideiit

that the liumaîi voice could not reach the liniits ai tliese vast structures, hience

the cutertailtuicut couîsisted af tableaux vivants and a species ai pantomime.

In modern tinues jenny Lînd lias beeîî heard by 6,ooo, and Sankcy's voice in

sacred mielodies tvas heard distinctly, iuî every part of Agricultural Hall in

Lonidon, by an audienice afi r8,ooo ; but in tliese instances the buildings were

covered and constructcd with evcry regard ta the acaustie praperties. In the

ancient theatres thcre was scldom a covering. 'Fli materials for the tragedies

and draniatic tableaux wcrc dcrived front mythology, It was the eye and the

imagination which were addressed ratlier tItan thîe intellect. There mtust have

been saine stroflg attraction ta briîîg together so large atudiences as filled, at

cvery performianice, thcse vast amphitheatrcs. Tlue lcssons incvlçated wcrc

generally good,-virtue was commcndcd and vice denounced. Many were

impure, and pandered ta the sensual passions of the people. l'lie carly

Chiristiafis denounced these plays, derivcd froin heathen ntytholog, but aftcr

the third century, wlîcn Cliristianity had in a mecasure gaîned its frcdoni, began

religiaus plays, in xvhich were enacted the mysteries of the Passion. 1ui time,

the cerefitafies ai the church, on festivals and other occasions, in their im-

posing grandeur of altar decoration and display of rich costumes af the

celebrants, appear addressed ta the eye. Gradually the passion for religiaus

plays extended fram east ta west, and Germafly for a time was the homne

af sceflic represeultation of religiaus stubjects. These were performcd in con-

vents, mnfasteries, and in buildings erected for the purpose in open fields and


