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SIR WILLIAM LOGAN.

Ti1s page presents a por-
trait of a very eminent per-
son, whose official posilion
a3 director of the Ueologi-
cal Survey of Cunada, is
second to the avoeations of
no public servaut in the
Province 5 possibly it may
exceed any or all the ser-
vices of other public men
put together. The geolo-
gy of the proviuce involves
its future character in all
the phases ol industriul,
socil and national devel-
opement. This gentlewan
isa k. R.G.8. (Fellow of
the Royal Geological Socie-
ty) and F. R. 8. (Fellow of
the Royal Society of Aits.)

For this memoir we are
indebted to  Mr. Morgan's
book, entitled-—¢ Sketches
of celebrated Canadians,
and of Persons connected
with Canada.” In ecatly
uumbers weshall introduce
a series of descriptive arti-
cles oun the geology of Ca-
nada, which may give Can-
dian readers a better idea
of the lund they live in,than
they have acquired else-
where.  3Mr. Morgau says:

Sir Wilham Logan, the
eminent and distinguished
geologist, and one of the
most scientific men that
Canada can houst of having
produced, i3 a  Cunadian
bred and born.  He first
saw the lizht i, Montreal
in 1793, He pu sued his
studies at the H- sh School,
Bdiubargh, Scotlad, and
graduated at the University
of that eity. L. 1818 he
entered the mereanijle of-
fice ot his unecle, Mr. Hart
Logan, of London, and
after a time beeame o part-
ner in the firm. _ After -e-
tarning to Cavada for a
short time, wheie his at-
tantion was drawn to the
geological chaructevistics
of this country, he again
crossed the Atlantic in 1829
and took up his residence
in Swansea, South Wales,
as manager of copper
smelting and coal mining
operations, in which his
uncle was interested ; hut
he left this situntion soon after the death
of the latter in 1838. Duriug his seven year’s
residence in South Wales, Mr. Logan de-
voted himself to the study of the coal field
of that region ; and his minute and accurale
maps and seetions were adopted by’ the ord-
pance geological survey, and published by
the government, under Sic Henry de Ia Be-
che’s superintcndence. He was the first to
demonstrate that the stratum of ur.dgr clay,
as it was called, which always underlies coanl
beds, was the soil in which the conl vegeta-
tion grew. In 1842 Sie William visited t]|e
caal fields of Pennsylvania and Nova Scotis;
and communicated several valuable memoirs
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on the subject to the Geological Society of |
At this time be began an examin- ; services, including India, where a princely

London.
ation of the older palozoic rocks of Cana-
da ; and the celebrated geological survey of
Canada having been commenced, he was ap-

pointed and still continues at its bead, a:
' Sir Willimm has shown that, so far from be.

trust which sufficiently indicates the high
opinion entertained of his great abilities and
attainments by the goverument. This pre-
ference is, however, nothing more than he
is entitled to, considering the immense saeri-
fice which he has mad: to remain in, and
confive his studics 1o, a country endeared to
him by all the ties of hirth and ststion. It
is a well known fact that he has refused sev-
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eral offers from other governments for his

fortune is to be made by the geologist. In
the course of his investigations upon the
rocks of the Eastern ‘Townships, which are
the continuation of thuse of New England,

ing, us had heen supposed, primitive azoic
rocks, they are altered and chrystallized pal-
wozoic strata; o fact, which, although sus-
peeted. had unot hitherto heen demonstrated,
and which is the key 10 the geology of
North-Eagtern America. He found the rocks
which furm the Lawrentid: and Adirondac
mountainy, previously vegarded as un-

stratified, to be disturbed
and altered sedimentary
deposits of vast thickness,
equal perhaps to all the
hitherto kuown  stratified
rocks of the earth’s crust.
Iu 1851 Sir William repre-
sented Canala at the Great
Exhibition in London ; and
had charge of the Canadian
geological collection which
bad been made by himself
or under his immediate di-
rection. It wag exhibited
with great skill and judg-
ment, displaying to the best
advautages the mineral re-
sources of Canada. The
labor of arranging the spe-
cimens was very great, and
30 enthusiastic was he that
{requently he sallied out al
eight or ten in the morn-
ing, and wounld work for
twelve hours without wat-
ing to take refreshment,—
He bad 1he satisfaction of
knowing that bis country-
men uppreciated his ser.
vices. Medals in profusion
were allotied (o Canada,and
the Royal Society of Lon-
don eclected Mr. Logun a
fellow, the highest attain-
able British scientitic dis-
tinction, e was also a
commissioner from Canudi
at the Industrinl Exhibitivn
at Paris in 1855, when he
received from the imperial
commission the grund gold
medal of honor, and was
created a knight of the le-
gion of Honor. He receiv-
¢d the honoc of knighthood
from the Queen’s hands, in
1856 ; and inthe same year
wag awarded by the geolo-
gical Society, of which he
has long been a member,
the Wollaston Palladium
medal, for his pre-eminent
services in geology.

Nore asovr Gor.n Brae-
1xG Rocks,—Two yearsago
we visited the (eologicul
Museum at Montreal,which
has been collected by Sir
Willian Logan und assist-
ants. The events of the
passing day recall to mind
what then elicited remark :
that it is bavdly within the
optional discretion of the

servants of the public to survey and make
discoveries at the public cost, aud reserve to
thewselves the right to judge whether au-
nouncement of localities contsining mineral
treasures should be publicly made. As we
understood Sir William Logan on that occa-
sion, he thought that to inform the public
where auriferous deposits were situated, of
which he showed various specimeuns, would
e detrimental to the well-being of the Pro-
vince ; that farmers would desert auricul-
ture, mechanics and clerks their workshops
and offices, to crowd into the amiferous re-
gions in search of gold. We believe the Pro-
vincial governmentapproved of concenlient,



