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OUR MARINE AND FISHERIES

The report of the Marine and Fisheries’
department came recently to hand, and we
find it very full and interesting. The Do-
minion has a large maritime element, and
the business of this branch of the Govern-
ment has become quite extensive, and is
annually increasing. The report enters
quite fully into all the services connected
with the department, which are treated in
a lucid and highly satisfactory manner.

Last year (1873) there were no less than
1,123 persons engaged in the outside ser-
vice of Marine and Fisheries—that is, all
persons employed except the departmental
staff at Ottawa. The total amount voted
by Parliament for the various services was
$930,040, of which the sum of $850,634 was
spent.

No efforts are being spared to light up
our navigable waters, so as to protect
shipping and promote our shipping trade as
much as possible. During the twelve
months under consideration, many new
lights, light-ships, and fog-whistles, buoys
and beacons, were erected in the Maritime
Provinces, in the Gulf of St. Lawrence and
the upper lakes, Lake Superior coming in
for a liberal share. The localities are far
too numerous to be particularized by us,
but some idea may be obtained of the ex-
tent and increase of this service by the fol-
owing statement, which shows the total

only $10,000 were spent. Torontoisthe cen-
tral office, and the chief stations are Halj-
fax, St. John, Frederickton, Ottawa anc
Winnipeg. Considerable fault was %¥ound
that no notice was received from either
Washington or Toronto, of the disastrous
storm of the 24th of August last, which
swept the Gulf of St. Lawrence so destruc-
tively. This storm is said to have been
exceptional, not having given any notice at
Western stations of its approach ; but there
can be no doubt that, when complete and
well worked, a Meterological system must
be highly useful in announcing storms and
saving life and property.

The Dominion continues to keep up a
considerable force of harbor and river
police at Quebec and Montreal during the
summer months. The cost in 1873 was
$32,653, the fees collected being $26,518.
The sum of §41,016 was spent upon sick,
disabled and shipwrecked seamen, which
was $8,880 over the fees collected. Taking,
the last five years, however, this fund has
still a small amount to its credit.

Boards of Examiners for masters and
mates of vessels, Capt. Scott, R.N., being
chairman of each, sit regularly in Quebec,
Halifax and St. John. Since commencing
in September 1871, 369 certificates to mas-
ters were granted, of which number Hali-
fax contributed 117, St. John 225, and Que-
bec 27. The number of mates who passed
was 70. Certificates were also granted to
236 masters and 82 mates who were unable
or unwilling to be examined, but who were
masters or mates prior to 1870. This
certificate, however, is not recognised in
Great Britain.

The report takes strong ground in favor
of the establishment of a Canadian ship-
ping register. There can be little question
of the advantages which would accrue from
this if established in a thoroughly reliable
manner. Mr. Smith, the Deputy Minister,
was unable, when the report was written,
to say what the registered tonnage of the
Dominion actually was, but, he states it as
his opinion, that it will be as near as pos-

sible to 950,000 tons. Figures are given

We do not like to see thus summarily de-
molished, the proud boast made about the
maritime position of Canada among the
nations, at the time of the great confedera-
tion debate, and since so often and eloquent-
ly repeated amidst the cheers of crowded
audiences. We believe it is a fact, that
many of these nations do not make
up their tonnage returns as we do, and
we shall look into, and possibly re-
turn to the subject, on some more fitting
occasion.

We ave glad to see that the system of
steamboat inspection is now in active opera-
tion. There are at present seven inspec-
tors, of whom Mr. Samuel Risley is Chair-
man, who ought certainly to be sufficient
to perform the work in the most ample and
satisfactory manner. Mr. Wm. M. Smith
attends to the three lower provinces, and
an officer of the Fisheries’ department to
the Province of Columbia. The number of
steamers inspected in 1873 was 554, and
the engineers who received certificates
numbered 824. Eighty-five new steamers
were inspected during the year, the total
value of which would be $1,700,000, taking
the average value of each to be $20,000.
The steamboat inspection fund has a ba-
lance of $18,504 in the hands of the Govern-
ment, after paying all the expenses of in-
spection.

The year 1873 was very disastrous to
shipping off our coasts. A long list is
given of the vessels which were lost, con-
spicious among which are the ill-fated
ocean steamer Atlantic, and the lake boat
Bavaria. The loss of 321 sea-going ves-
sels, with a tonnage of 94,054, the value of
which is estimated at $2,685,683, was noti-
fied to the department; 'but these figures
are believed to be far beneath the real
losses sustained. No less than 789 persons
are known to have been lost. On our lakes
the number of wrecks was 29, and the value
thereof, $158,450. Lives lost, 24. It is
quite apparent from the statistics, that 1873
was a very dangerous year, to those who
‘ go down to the seain ships.”

It appears that the only subsidies giveu



