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il did corne from the opposite window-an' if that's possible, worse nor
before--he made a denionsthration to the rear, and sniall biame to hlm,
and rowled undher the table along with the coilecthor.

"'Oh then, Gineral, ('ineral,' cries Costello, takin' him round the
neck, 'but it's sorrow that's on me to think your time is corne. It's forty
years now, man and boy, that we've been fast friends; but ils goin' yez
are, for the divii a wan iver yet heard the Banshee screech like that but
was dead and buried widin' three days, ochone, ochone!' 'Begorrah,'
cries the G-'ineral, resinting the decait the other w'as puttin' on him; 'is it
shure it's flot yerself, Misther Costello, that's booked be the dead coach?
Be ail the blind beggars of Cioncarty's but PLl take my 'varsal oath that
that was nol the screech of the I)aly Banshee at ail, at ail; l)ut of an
Ulster spirit. Sure I recognised the Scotch dhrone in her pipes at
wance, and the sorra a fear of a mishtake at aill."

"'Doni't, 6inerai-don't he iniperrilin' yer iimortal sowl wid that
deuin' Ieste er aerly. 'It's as a friend I'îw spakin', anid be

aIl the saints iin the calinther that yow'I niver camie fromn the North. Oh,
TIhady, me frind, mie frind ! Is it goin' to lave mie yez air ln yer prime
too. Ochont'! Ochone! And with that he began to bawl out bis paters
and aves agin, so that the yoti.ng blagtîards otttside, peepini' in through
the winder blinds had to mni away a bit to have their laugh out--the
jocose divils. \Vhen they came brick again wid a stock of gravity,
Iegorrah, the ould boys wcre stili in the stringth 0v their argument
undher the table, taken cowld comifort out ov the thoughts---the wan
that il "'as the L)aly Banslîee, the other that il w'as the Costello spirit.
So, just to prevint blow's between themi, Macnamiara, the rogue, gives
them anotber screecli, that drew theni like ibadgers from their den.'

d'Oh, thin, Roi3' iVother of Moses, tvill yez tellinie where's there
runnin' w~ather,' roars out Cc stello, scramiblin' from uidher the table wid
Ihte Gineral aifîher himi.

'~aîcrtîaîer' ail h, alf' tad wtih the fright that tvas on

diRunt i e m bath-rooni, ye sow,< cries the Gineral; 'there's the big
tub) there, an', be the I>owers, if il is flot in il we are in a brace of shakes,
it's a hou id of us she'11 have us, shure as there's frogs in France.'

"Faix, boys, the Collecthor sazcd on the idea as if ilt was sîarvin' he
wtas for wanî, and away the îtvo of tbim rau 10 the bath-roomi, and in
"-id theni mbt the big tub, sittin' down in the wather, %van at aich ind,
like a couple of Robinson Crusoes ln a canoe, or Caplain Cook and
Colunibus discoverin' the wurrilcl. Tlhe cadets-the blayguards--sîole
round 10 the bath-rooin w~indow, lauglîîn' fit 10 split, and there tbIey
heard the ould boys conféssin' their sins and takin' absolution from aich
other as w'ell as they could with the cowld, for the wather wvas uI) 10 their
chins, do ),ou see, anîd îhe-month l)ccetiber"--Uiiited &r Gazette.

Correspondence.

The Editor de-sire, 1< di.sîinctiy undlersîood 1thai lie due'. net hold lin,'.tf' re..ponbible l'or the opinions
ex.prcscd b>'yrepmdîu.

7'o the' E/ifoi- of the' Canai/iait 1liia Gazette.
Si R,-W'h.t lias recenti>' i>en said in yotir colmmîîms umder the head of Queries

anîd Replies remiinds one ilhat î'ry little lias becci donc towards preserving tbe bistory,
of encb inzlividual iiilitil corps. As 1111e goes on mucl wbicb is, or iilibe, or
îîîlerest is forg'ottenl, and camîiot readily k'x.,traced. Let an>' oficer who lias lately
joine(l the rorce, endeaî'or 10 learn the bistory, of bis corps, and be ili soon find how~
littie informîation lhe can obtain. Two or tiîce iucidt-nts of more than ordiîtary no(te
wiii bc gatbered, amni tbe rest will miost probibly bie a i)Ialk. As an instance of Ibis,
the fact iait e ciîcd, that not long silice ai offimer whîo wati.giving tmp the comîiîamm
of the corpîs itb îvhicb he had been comnecced mîany years, ivas asked the namie (f
the officer îvhoin lie sîcceded. î le could îlot recolîccî, and deligent enquiry bas so
far failed 10 elicit the infornmationi.

A simîple reiite(y is suggesteml, wlticlt if followed wuold ail least prcsert'e imcli
wbich would lc of future v'aluie. Let every officer, andl îarticulanly every coinumîanding
<îmcer, provile bîmîself "'îtb a scral) book, sa), of foolscap) size, 10 lie deî'otedl exclu'
sively tu clippings fron newspapers relaîing 10 ihiary niatters wbicb affect bis own
cOrps. The press of the day isiîlly record sucb niatters as appoinntents an.d proiiio-
lions, notices of inspections anîd mtarches out, regimîentai sports, andl messes, conipeti-
lons, pizes and band notes, etc. Ei-ery paragraph, ctîiîplimtîntary or otherwisc, iii

whîcb te corps is nîentioned sbould lie cuit outî and hreserveil. The nunîlber of itemîts
collectt(d in Ibis way in the course of a y-ear, especially in the case of city corps wilhIlie
sîrprisimîg. When a commnandimîg officer retires bis scrap biook sbotild be handed dowmî
to bis successor, who sbould continue on the colocting, andinii this way, ench corps
%vill bave a bisîory of its own affairs, which in lime siii be of greal value, and wbicb
wilI tendl in individualize corps, an(l 10 make eacb one value the miore Ibeir connection
tberewitb. A. C.O0.

mERNIA.\*>,s"r CORPS (RIF'ANCE.

To thte .&itor of thte Caetadian Illita Gazitter
DEFAR Si R,-Not long ago 1 noticed in your columns a leller front a person sign.

ing himself "Cloudy," in wbich he exposed some of the grievances of the permanent
force of Canada.

Lateîy an event bas bappened whicbh ears out bis statement and shows up witb
renewed light the tinfairness under which Ibis portion of the imilitia exist. Let nie
draw your attention te the instances following:

Lt. -Col. McGil joined the R. M. C. as major in 1883; he becomes a lieut. -col.
in 1886 arter three years' service in the college.

Major Short joined the permanent force in 1871. Atter fifteen years service,
inciuding North-West rebellion and nîentioned in despatches, stili a major.

Major Wilson joined permanent force 1872. Egyptian niedal; stili a major.
Capt. Van Straubenzee graduated at R. M. C. Deceniber, i88o, joined R. E.

Appointed instructor R. MN.C. Octoher, 1886, and made captain local armiy rank (Ihis
makes hinm senior to ail captains iin Canadian militia).

Capi. Peters joined permanent force 1873. Red river third expcdition comnand
of detachnients A & B batteries; comînandcd A battery, regimient Canadian artillery
(Iuring North-West rehciiion, 1885; nientioned in <espatches; stili a captain.

T'htis Capt. l>cîers secs the boy who joined as a cadet while lit heid bis present
rank now bis senior. There are other officers in the saine condition. This is extremecly
gratifying and encouraging to the oficers of the reginment Canadian artilcry, ani 1
suipose there are people who ivill stjîl maintain they have notbing to complain of.

But afler a glance ai tbe dates 1 think, we cani sec a reason for cadeits of the R.NI.
C. refusing anything in the Canadian regular force, when they can obtain anvthing
regular ini any othcr force ini the universe.

liecember 23, 1886. VO<UCHIER.

Regimental Notes.

WCe wislî to pubtish jinformation respecting al the doings of ail corps. Wil1 the officers interesieti,
particularty at a distîance, assis i.U, by having news rclating to their corps pronptly forwardted!)

CHiRISTIMAS WITII "Di" COMI'ANVI'J.S.C. ST. JOHINS.
St. Johns.-- -In coninienioration or the great festival of Christmnas the liiîrary of

B company, ini whiclî the men partook or dinr.er ivas îastefully decorate<i. NVreatll>
or e:vergreci e re fantasticaliy pendent front the cciiin<' streauîîersobitan e
were arrangied on1 one side of the apartmnent, wbiie, in siriking through pleasing con-
trast, streanmers of orange andi pink wcre îuiaced on the (opposite. ComsPicuous ani
brilliant %%erc ithe stars and sbieids formed of bayonets, of cieaning rods and chain:,
and of lnet chains and spikes on silver ground. Mottocs wiîhi appropriate inscrip-
tions giiticrc(i in thie lamip ighis. In addition, wshaî îvith the buntinq, aliiost trans-
parent and iight as gossainer, the chains of variegated imer oscillating with cvery
stir of the air, the lestoons of artiliciai flowers, the flags of mai13 nations, the refuI-
gent glare of the lanl)s, and thcemiiow lighs eiîîed by the Uhiniese Ianterns, Ile
scarlet tunics ol the soidiers constittited a scene that the beholder would scarc'eiî
believe a realiiy, but wotild ratier ramîc> it one of which be bad read ini the 'Aaii
Nighîs Entertainnients. " Nor could lie fait 10 observe the sparkîe of medtais, the gifi
of their Sovereign, on many manly breasîs, sonie of wbich were %von hcneath the hot
sunis or Africa, while others were gained bly participationi in the victory of
Batoche. litre, liowvvr, the Soudan hiero forgets the hurning sands of Egypî, and
Ille galliant soldier îwho was hesnîearcd with imud in the trenches at B"atoche nowlok
dlean and happy enjoying the giadsonie festiv*al of peace and good siii.

At one o'cltock, the commiandant, C01. l'Orsonnens, wih the other omeiersý of tltv
comnpany arrived, accomj)anied b)y Madamie Coursol, the 1 Ion. Mr. Marchanîd, M. 1'. 1'..
Rev. J. F. Renaud, E. R. Smiith, Esq., S/. A e-W s ir )cîlM.llwrt
Manage.r Merchants Bank, St. Johns, MNr. Wurtelc and other distingtiished citizinS.

TIhe pop)tlar andl geniai conmmandant asked if there were ''an>' conll)laits ;"and
then îold thceinen howv sorry Mine. L'Orsonncns was not to be able to visit theli oî'î
ibis occasion. ie inculciîed the necessity of oledience 10 discipline, andi, allîîding -
the defaulters, said hie thotmgbt none the less of bis ''intimiate friciids," though be wa,
sonietimies obligcd to award theni severe punishmient, bunt this wvas the fault of tie
'ýQuen's Regulaions," and haviing addrcssed sointe words of encouragement, lie pi.,
î)ose<l the toast of ''lier Majcsty '2the Qtecni," whicb vas honored ini the usual wny.
TIhe men wcre sorry for the absenîce of the Cotintess l)orsonnens, w~ho is iiigiily
esiccmied b>' themi. The l Ion. Mr. Marchand then tdrse he company, nul-
referring 10 the pcriod of the Fenian invasion ivas gîad Io imect agin b is old coiliradu1(
in amis, Col. 1 'Orsonnens, lie compflimienied the nien on tbeir martial appearan(cu.
spoke of the good rfeling wbich îi a ays existed Iîetwceen bimiseif anmd te comîîaiîy.
andl exl)resse(f bis belief that B conpany would compare favorahly with any of iltc
permnanenît Canadian forces. Sergeaiit-.Na.jur I>illips propose<l the beaith of t1t
commandant, Coi. I 'Orsonnens, tbis toast %vas proniptiy anisered Iî>* the comip»mî
rising to bheir fi-et, drinking his bcealtb and then giving tbree cheers in bis hoînîî.
Rev. NIr. Renaumd spolie of the happincss of meeting bis coinrades again, assîîrin-1
theu lie wîshed 10]lie classcd as one or the ''boys," congratulated tiîcm on tbeir linc
muilitary appearance, on their general good behlavior, expressed his hope- that lit(\
w~ouI<I oflen i mcc on siniilar occasioù~s, but baving- observed the miti's lunic's siiglîtl
100 big and also that tbe tables %vere groaning undeèr the weiglit of pluin puddings ai!. .t
other good tbings, be wouid mot furthicr detain ibeui, but would aliow itci
to (Io justice to the ample repasî lîcrore theni. Sergt. -Major Phiîiips propt<cil
in happy ternis tbe toast of the "('itizens of St. Johns."- lit response, Mîr. Siilî.
tbe talenied editor of the Si. John;sA!e-.is, said this ivas the tbird liie be halb.d
the pleastîre of addressîng the soldicrs on a simuilar (ccasi<n; on te first occasion l-c
allrcssecd wor<ls of encouragement, on the secondI wor<ls of approbation, andi on 01v
pirescrnt occasion lic bad aiso to address ibeni in approving ternis. Coniinienting lt1
mii>on tbeir appearance, tbcir deporîmient and conduct ini tbe sîreels, and epesi
the hope tbat tbeeiest or good feeling would exist iin the future as in the jiasitnu
the miilitary and citi.ens of St. Johns, be concluded aînid the platîdits whicb a su.
so graceruily worded, couîd mot fail 10 evoke.

T'he dinner consisted of lurkcy, goose. roasî lxrk, pîtini pudîding, conféctionvli'
in intinite variety, fruits of tbis and of almost ail other lands-in short there u.'l-
noîhing wanting. Each man gol a sufficient supply of beer or cider as bis fancy pît-
ferred. Corpl. W~alsh, with a sufficient staff or wailers, aîîended wiîb nîuich satisf.o
lion to the wanîs (,f cveryone.

Dlcigbtcd theniseives, and having given <ielight 10 the men, the colonel,ofm''
and gîlests procee(Ie<I 1 the sergeants' mess, wben Sergt. -Insîtuctor kivest llom-<
the beaith of the conmmandant. The colonel (lelivere(I a short butî neat speech, il,
which be expressed a hope tbat bis present non-commîssioned officers would scÇi r

many ycars under bis commîand, said "the non-coniniissioned officers were the liiu,
whicb attacbed the men 10 hlmi, ani that b)y Ibeir zeal and attention 10 duties disc&ip-
line couid biesî he maintaincd. Sergt-Inslructor D)uplessis proilosed the toat " .f
"Our (;tiests" In reply lion. Mr. Marchand, aniongsî other compliinentary altioi"l.
expressc(i his belief Ibat in intelligence and other nîilitamy <lualilies the non-coiliii,
sioned officers of B company were second in none in Canada.

Thus was spent a happy lime h)etween the soidiers of St. Johns and ils citizei".
Long may Ibis good feeling continue.

Private Bachand, wbo isqute an artist, <eeorated the rooni under the peii'm
of the sergt. -najor, ably assisted by Sergt. -Insîructors Rivest ani Dupiessis.
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