R—, at that moment we heted two reports
from a gun, then all was silent, We waited a
few minutes longer, when Bob again spoke.
e maude the cirenit of the islnnd several times
und then onee muore all was guiet, K— and
I sat and watchad the sharks pursaing the
wmullet. T countud seven sharks from five o
ten deet long, all within a handred yards of us;
ur we watchal the interesting movements of o
large Bahl Fagle and an Osprev.  The Iatter
had capturad a0 wulleg when the Eagle, which
hiad waited patiently o o large mangrove near
by lor this event, immedintely swooped down
towards the Osprey, which uttering serenms of
despair, emdeavoral to rise above the
This, the last nned bind rind to prevent. 1
never saw anvthing more beautitul than the
flight of those two binds.  The O=prey would
rise quickly, then drop, lmt the Eagle was
always= close behind, amd throwing itself down
with o half’ sonersanlt movement, wouhl try
1o seize hold of the tish.  When this had wone
un far some time, a second Fagle appeared on
the seene amd took up the pnesuit, npon which
the flrst withdrew fro the chase and retmrned
¢ hix perch. The Os=prey now cvidently
despaired of cseaping with its prev as the
second Bagle which appearal to he a female,
und was probably the mate of the other,
pursned it o closely, it was foread to drop the
fish, when the Eagle pnusing for a moment in
the nir, went down with a msh amit eanght the
fish before it fell in the water.  Tn watching
the Eagles we had almost torgotten the Deer,
Imt Bob had not, for we conld hear him
approaching guite rapidly. We also heanl
C— aml 8— shoot once or twice. In a few
minutes & deer jumped into the water from
ont the mangroves to be quickly followed by
another, and close at their heels was Bob,
On they came swimming rapidly towards us,
nothing tmt their heads being above water,
When they came within good range 1 gave the
first the contents of my gun, turning it over,
while K— fired at the gecoud only wounding
it however, and though we gave it unother
charge ot buckshot, it swam around the end of
the lar and eseapul to Pine Islund.  We got
the dog into the boat and going over tracked
it for some distance into a mangrove swamp,
but as the tide was riging, Bob lost the trail
and we had to return without it much to our
disuppointment. Returning to the bar we took
the Deer we had secured to the boats where
we cut it up. As the sun was now getting
down towards the horizon, the various kinds
of birds began to seck their roosts or rookery,
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as it ix enlled, 3 stood there and saw flock
after flock of Thises, Pelicans Herons, Kgrets,
Spanish  Curlews, Cormorunts, ete. puss by,
while the rookery was alive with them.  High
over all sailed the gracetn) man of war Hawks
deseribing cirele nher cirele with a scareely
jereeptible motion of the wing,  laving had
something to eat, C— and 1 started for home,
the others in the schooner going up the harbor
in senreh of Fluningoes,  We bad a pleasant
sail home and altogether enjoved onr lLinm
very muceh, | omay mention that it was a
 Coox ™ Bob had treed the first time, and onr
friends haud to discharge theiv guns to frighten
the Deer ot the ixland, ax they were not at all
alratiel of the due. C— and $S— coubl not g,
a shot ar them as the mangroves were so
dense, '

Yours Lo,

A GENERAL DELUGHE.
BY G. W. RROWN, 3 D, RUCKFORD, ILL.
Coneladel.)

But they neglect to tell ol those illimitable ages,
which it cuumerated, no vne could comprehiend,
prolubly not less than six hundrad million
vears, during  which every  particle  of
matter, whether dust, or clay, salt, sand,
pebble, boulder or raek, mineral vr vegetable,

fonnd  on  the curthy, or deep below s
surface, of wiich the varions geologienl
formations  are  compused, whether strati-

fied ur otherwise, overlying the primary
roek, more than twenty miles in depth, and i
which the tossil remaing of by-gone ages are
entombied, have been wrested wnd forn from
the clementary rock, worn down by rolling
upon each other, and by the action ot winds
awl waves und talling waters, has subsequently
beenlepusited in - the beds of oceans, 1o again
harden into rock, giving us the sandstone
and limestone formations, the coals, shales,
clays and all other rocke and earths, other than
the quariz—the parent of them all.

The mind is overwhelmed as it contemplates
the cternity of years which have preceded us, ns
tne eternity which ties beyond ! T'ruly it inny
well be said @ We stand midway “between
two eternities ! ”

Puny man may seek to nbridge the years,
aml shorten the geologienl ages ; but the stavt-
ling fact is ever before him that tinite mind is
ineapable of fathoming infinity. He must Le-
come conseious that change, not destruction,



