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fortune and dishonor before im. IKoowo as the
fathér of a Chiistian, he must. doubtless lose bis
office, the only resource of bis.old age.’ N

« Ab, Cecilia " he exclaimed, after this terrible
outburst of anger had subsided, F1t 18 those Jews
‘of Capena gate who bave rumed you. I sbould
‘bave watched over you more carefully, sad not
permit you ta_keep company with that old Pe-
tromlla.? . _

¢ These last words were for me as & ray of
higbt. I hurried away to follow the threads of
this 10/amous web by which a father was robbed
ot his child, and I of tbe only treafure I bad
‘ever wished to possess, 1 know all, Eutrapeles.

1t 1s bt too-true, Cecilia 15 a Jewess, That old
womap, Patronilla, bas perveried her. Sbe and
a matron of high raok, Flavia Domitilla, 1be em
perar’s relation, bave nveigled her 1nto this su-
perstition. And 1,1 am only Gurges, the ves-
pillo; an odious being, forsaken and scoffed at,
who bas paid B1s shame ten thousand sesterti.
O vengesnce! O Furies! What shall I do,
Eatrapeles ?

The question tvas asked io a tone of the deep-
est despondency. Eutrapeles seewed to reflect.

tFriend Gurges,” be said at last, © this 1 a
very serious matter ; but 1 shall come to your
assistance, doubt 1t not. However, 1 shall re-
quire a few days of seflection, 1 see a means,
but it must be used with prudence on account of
Flavia Damtilla. We shall work things right.
It 15 very late; go home, my triend, and leave
me tie care of your vengeasce.’

The toge 10 which this was said was so earnest,
go tull of assurance, that Gurges doubted not
that he had found a powerful auxiiary. He al-
lowed himself to be gently led out of the shop
by the crafty barber, who, replymg to bis sup-
plications by reewed promises of assistaace,
bade him good night, and closed the door upan
bim with preat careflulaess.

When Eutrapeles returped to the end of the
shop where ke and Gurges had bad the interest-
ing conversation we have narrated, he fonad
Regolus waiting.

CWell, my lord 2 said he.

* By Hercules! Eutrapeles, this 18 wonderful
luck. At the very start 1 am on the track of
thase Christians of whom I was speakiog to you
when the vespillo came 10, and who give so much
uneasiness to tie divine Domitian, Thus little
girl will be very uselul to us, we shall kaow
everythiog through her.’

s You bave your plan I’ i
« Certanly, Eutrapeles. Whilst listening to

your conversation, certain_ideas lLave sugge'sle'd
themselves to my mind, In the first place il is
necessary that the vespllo should get back bis
ten thousand sestertii, and that his claim agatost
Cecilius should pass into my bands. Ishali have
a hold on lim by this means, and by makiwg him
uneasy, besiles, about his situadion, I shall !e:!d
him to do what I please. To-morrow you will
have the money—see that lhe traosfer is made
without delay. Ah, whist I thick of 1t in order
to remat Iree 1z our movements, we [pust use
the pame of a tbird party, I shall make lim
koowa to you 1 good time, As for the gidl, we
shall see what is to be done ; I shall attend tot

With a little care prudence and precision, your
promise to the vespillo will be fulfilled without
giving yourself the least trouble. Good night.’

Aad Regulus, leaviog the tavern, was 5000
lost 1o tbe darkness which filled the streets of
Rome. As Eutrapeles closed bis door, a bope«
ful smile illumined s features:

t Who koows,” be thought; ®but that this
matter wi'l result m securing for me the sena-
toriul purple with which the divioe Augustus re
warded my predecessor, Lucinius.’

CHAPTER I{, ~ THE CRYPT OF LIDITINA’S
wOooDs.

Cecilius was an old freedman who bad pur
chased bis freedom with the patiently accumu-
lated proceeds of his daily savings on the * diari-
um’ or ration of wheat, granted to the slaves by
their masters.

He was nevertheless a Romaa citizen, for be
bad stipulated the great manumission which con-
ferred upon the freedman the same rights as his
former owaer enjoyed.

After passing forty years in bondage, Cecilwus
bad found himsell, at last, master of his own per-
sor, and at liberty to earve hisown 'Iorlune;
bat, for a long time, his chacge of condition bad
only brought him the misfortune and bard trials,
which are the share of the weak in a society
where public compassion—this Cbristian and
modern virtue—did not exist

In fact,the only asmstance tendered disdain-

“fully to the poor—not to console, but. rather to
‘debase them—siill more apd to keep them in
“ferpetual dependence—coasisted in the ‘spor
‘tule’ or the ¢ papariolum,’ that 1s, alms of a t7i
fling amount, or rations of {sferior food, ostenta
tiously distributed by the nomenulators of the
patrons to the tumultuous crowd of clients as
sembled at the door of thewr sumptuous inap-
sStons.

In his capacity of freedman, Cecilus remamed
the client of his former owper, and he had bad
to earn the ¢ sportcle’ by continual acts of cring-
ing meanvess—the usual. price of these parsi-
manious liberaliies. Such necessities canzot
redeem the eoul debased by slavery, and do not
prepare man for the exercise of that digmity
whicb be may need in certain circumstances of
lns life. -

Cectling, a freeman and a citizer, had remained
a slave ot bearts. To satisfy bis selfish 1stincle,
this man would bave sacrificed 1f necessary, the
desrest and most sacred abgects of bis aflection ;
and to conquer the epjoyments of lite, for which
be thirsted, would npot bave stopped before an
abject or guilty action.

The manver mn which he had encourged the
hopes of Gurges, and (he loans he had obtained

~ from him tirough the promisze of his daugbter’s
“early consent, at o time when be was certain of
“ber ‘oppanton to the match, have already in-
" duced the reader to form a poor opinion of bis
- honesty. '
- Albeit, a somewhat extreordinary circumstance
“had brought a sudden and important inprovement
m the freedman’ affairs. He had saved the hife
‘of the consul Afranius Dexter, by protecting him

sury.

from the fury of one_ ot his treedmen wpo at-
tempted“.to morder. bim, The consul, in bs
gratitude gave hia rescuer a “wife,a dowry, und
the lucrative office .of scribe 1 Saturn’s Lrea-
~ Cetalia was born in the first year of this mar-
riage,'and ber childbood had been much ne-
glected. Her mother died while she was yet 12
her wfancy, and ber father, from his habats, bis
\ostincts and his character, was 1ll suited for the
task of devotion and.tender sohicitude, imposed
by a young gir’s education. L

But the gods, as certain triends of the family
ingenigusly remarked, bad protected Cecilia
She was remarkable for ber splendid beauty, and,
what is better, for the charms of ber wtellect,
ber candor, and those gifts which distioguish su-
perior patures.  With exquisite good seose and
rare wisdom, she bad promptly understéod the
nece-sitiea of the sohitary hfe to which fate had
condemued her, and she bad provided for them
without asking of ber father, eflorts and sactifices
of which she knew him incapable.

Thus, she bad availed hersell of every oppor-
tunity of acquinng 1ostruction, and her educaton,
due ooly to Ler own unaided efforts and perse-
veraace, was sa complete far a girl of her hum-
ble conditiog, as to canse astonishmeot.

To her care were due tbe comfort of her fa-
ther’s mudest household, and the hittle enjoy~
ments which Cecilius. ever miserly when useful
expenses were concerned, and foohshly prodigal
when be sought to gratify his desires, would bave
never tasted but for the tender solicitude of the
amiable child.

Cecilr’s poetical soul found great charm 1o
the gracefu! fictions of tmythology, ond she took
pleasure in participating in the ceremonies of
cértain feasts, and in mingliog her pure voice
with thore of the young girls who, clad 1 white
tunics and crowned with fowers, sang sacred
hymns in the processmons. But she could not
understand the shameless adecency of those other
ceremonies where all restraint was lost, aod the
gods were honored by the most licentions revels.

(To be Cmlinued.)

THE LAND QUESTION OF IRELAND.
(raox 7 TIMES 8PECIAL GOMMISSIONER.)
1.

1 have undertaken, at your request, to investigate
and repost upon a subject of great national impori~
apce The Land System of Ireland - that is, the re-
lations between the owners and occuopiera of the goil

in that country, and the social phenomena resulting
from them—haa for mAny yearr, as your readers
know, attracted moch geoeral and paisful attsntion.
Hslf a centuey ago, when, during the period of distress
that followed tte war with France, Parlinment con

sidered the question for the ficgt time, that eystem
had definitively assumed a form that withount exsg

geration my be descrived o beiog welancholy aad
prrtentous, Abs-nteeism with its pumerpus and
compliioated mischiefs, prevailed to an enormous
extent; and throughont tha island lacge tracts bad
fallen ioto the hands of seedy nnd worthlesslandlords,
who, uasable to falfii a gingle duty of property or to
do anything to irprove their estates. held the land
in a kiod of deatructive mortmuin, and thonght only
of extractiog from it 28 much sg it could yield to
recklegs improvidence. A Couneiderable ares, too,
had come unier the control of the Qoartof Ghancery,
and in many districts a geedation of Intereata wag in-
terposed between the owner azd the cultivator of the
goil whioh was aptly designated as & 'barbargus s»b

infendstion’ which coofosed rights, destroyed re-
aponsibility, checked induatry, and led to macy acts
of injustice. Moreover, except i3 the pravince of
Ulater, where for many generations a well-knowa
usags had given the tenant a snbsetantial ioterest, the
land was, ‘or the most patt, held by a pocr peasaniry
on pracarious tenures; and even where leasetolds
wera not uncommon there ware fow 6igod of growing
improvement. Abnve sll, an immense and increas

jng breadth of the country was being rapidly covered
by the dense ewarma of & cot.ier population, who, in-
trenchiug oo the domain of legitimate husbaudry,
and clingiug in wretcheduosa to tbeir petty holdings
—their gqualid ' cabing and patato gardena’ - spresd
over the i 1and & huoge mass of vllleinago—s mal

titndinovs array of want and paapsrism.

The consequances of thia state of things were seen
ia wideapread disorder and poverty, and in a ¢om
plete digarganization of aociety. Excep: in 8 few
favoured districts, agriculture wag in & backward
condition ; the land bors on itg face the marks of
neglect And thriftlessuess ; even where naturs War
most kindly, industry eeemed generally to laoguiah
By the pressure of population on tie undeveloped
regourees of the country, the reat of land was asually
forced up to a point too high for the publie good ¢ it
was regulated, as has been well said, by the compati-
tion ofstarvation, not of capital; snd accordiagly,
the growth and accomulation of the national wealth
wera rainously checked ; and the occnpier of the soit
wa3 0o of'en the mere dependent eerf of his iand-
lord, kept in & lifelong etate of bopeless penury.
Owing to the ganeral poverty of the psasantry, tao,
and the subdivision of holdinge which was one of its
effects, the fmprovements added to the goil were fow ;
the landowner, from his peculiar position, was nsually
able to throw on the occupiar the burdes and cost of
the faw that were made ; 8nd he was too often tempted,
~n a changa of tananry, to appropriate thede improve-
menta to himealf, and tn confizcate, withont su
«quivalent return, *ne hardly earned fruita of apo-
ther’s jodas'ry  Add to this, t3ar from e variety of
eanges, runairg un inta the historical pagt thesalutary
customa and charities of lifs which in a well-ordered
state of secisty adorn the ral:tlap of landlord and
*anant nzis'ed nnle in a few narls of 1he island, and
that in by far the grester pnrtion old animoaities of
r-re and epct 8till reparated the clawaen cnnnected
»ith the land, and we oan comnrebard whatelements
of mieschief were ecattered prafusely through the
communitr.

The irwpediments, morenver, tn na‘janal progresa
that necersarily followed frem thia state of things
were by no me np w8 formigahie conteqnenee.
Suciety in Ireland -t *his perind io tba words of a
eingularly calm minded statasmin, wap gravitali- g
fowarda a war of clagsea a fierce atruegle for the
meaps of subeiatenea, In gev: ral goun'ies the uu-
fortnnate poasantry usable to baar the pressure of
want, which geemed conticu+lly apon the incresse,
formed combinations to compel the reductlon of rent
and the settlement of wages—a wild endeavour to
fir upon the goil a population it cculd not, in ita ac-
tual condition, support within even au approach to
comfort. I part, uncobeciouaty tn themeelver, the
amall farmera and the mass ~f co-tiers arrayed them-
solves jnto a get nf Trades’ Uolong for the pnrpose of
regilarine property in Iand, 80 ag hy apme means to
get & livelihnnd aut of it; and, like ather Trades
Uniong, they rxpreaged their will hy s avatem of rer-
rotism +pAd geveral oufraga. The Whitchnge code
gofronted the law and avercame it in many distria-s
tribunnle of weemspinatioc and violenge praserihed
the copditions of IapCed tennrs, apd agrarisp erime?
fncreaged and mnltiplied, supported far and near b
popular gympathy The upper classes, angry end
terrified, nnd backed by the whole power of the
State, retalinted with no light vengeanra; and te=-

peated acta of cosrcion, 8pectal commi:8ans to A=
minigter releatless justize, contlausl execuiions and

traunsportations, and law execnted with uneparing
saverity were the lsmentable and unceasing conse-
quences. ‘So'threateniog wag thls siate of _ acciety
that 8ir' George Lewir, a8 he ‘rurveyed it, wrote of it
in .this remarkable langnage : —" This system -per-
vades the whole commnnity; 1t'sets the rich againet
the poor ; it sets the poor against the rich; it cono-
s'antly sotuates the whole agricuttural population in
tbeir wost .ordinary deslings; ft canses sleepl e
nights and snxious days to tbose who do not indi-
vidaally feel the weight of ita veogeance, It is pot
the binding together of & few outcasta who betake
toemselves to illegal coursee aod prey on the resc of
the community, but the deliberate assnclation of the
peasantry, seekiog by oruel ontrage to ingure them-
selves against the riskt of niter destitntion snd aban-
dooment I%a iInfluenc?, therefore, 6ven wheu an-
geen, is weneral; * it ia, in fact, the wmounld into
which Irish snoiety ia cast—ibe expression of tbe
wants: and feelings of the general community.” Bo
far as it is ancoessfal it id an abrogation of the ex-
istiog government, for which it substitutes 8 domin-
ion, benificial apparently in ite immediate counse.
quences to the peasantry, bat arbitrary, capricione,
violent, anpringlpled, and eanguinary, oppre:sive of
the opper and corruptive ot the lower classes, snd,
in the long ron, most pernicious to the entire socie-
ty "

The state of gociety w1s for many years the sab-
ject of anxious ioquiries in Parliament; but atates-
mer, though appalled at the results, were able to
devige no other remady than an imperfect Poor Law
and messares of coercion. A terrible visitation of
Prr-vidence brought nearly to an end an order of
th'ngs that tbrea-eced not ocly I'reland, but ths Bm
pire. The precrious root which had eustaned the
teemlog and improveriabed Irish peasantry, which,
as haa becn @eid, was the material bssiz on wbhich
society iu Ireland rested, perished daring two conae-
cutive seagons; sod the natiop, after an agoniz-
ing trial, went through a great aud strang»
transformrtion, The mac3des of wretchednepa that
incumbered the soil were lifted from it literally in
millioos, and having expericnced & bitter ordeal, re-
V'eved by magoifieent [muperial charity, soughs the
Fuar West in the continuous waves of am ewmigratior
uoparalled in history. At the same time the whole
system of property in Treland was emitten by a snrfe
den ghack; embarraased 1andlords were involved in
ruin ; the interests of middlemen, a8 the claga of ia-
termediate owners was ¢+lled, became in wost instan-
ces almost worthless. The fetters ta which the land
wag bound were thna in ao extraordinary way loos-
enai, and statesmanship bappily lent i*s aid to pr -
mote a revalutios ultimately fortunate. A Poor
Law, stringent yet on the @haole jnst, prevented pov-
erty from re-settling on the soil und scceierated,ns
we believe wisely, the emigration of the cottier po-
ralation. The estates of the insolvent landlords wers
gol1 and tranaferred to others by a summary process,
and in this maocer an immenge area waa thrown
ofen to a new class of propriators. At the rama
time many legislative  forts were made to simpli'y
and reform tenures and to avtract eapital apd ene--
gy to the land; and the Imperial Excbequer coptri-
buted largely ‘n loans for the improvement of land-
ed property. The results, covjoined with the pata-
ra] ipfluence of the mild and impartial system of
government which has now prevailed during mary
yearz, cannot be doubtfnl to a candid inquirer. The
material wealth of Irsland bas incressed in & won-
derful degrea s:nce the great famine. Several mil-
liona ot acres, formerly waate, have besn reclaimed
and permainently eunclosed, and throughont the whole
coautry agriculture has made remarkable and suc-
cozaful progress, The worst phenomenn of the o'd
state of society have in a great degree vanished.
\What bas been called landlordism i3 wot felt 1o be
uviversally an into'erable burdon; there fz no war
of mere poverty against property. If agrarian con-
f+deracies still exis*, they have lost munch of their
baleful ectivity Above all, the enndition of she
poorer clagaee bas passsed through a very happy
cbange; tte cottier serf hag 1o great measure heen
converted into the agrloaltural labourer, and by rate
of wageg fisg incrensed enormously Triet by every
concaivable economic test— amount of production,
returns of indastry. proportion tetween the burdens
of land &nd ita prefits, remnunerstion to lsbour in ite
various forms, accumulatior «f all kinds of eapitale==
the state of ireland is one ef bopeful prosperity com
pared with what it was in the last generation.

Notwithstanding, however, thiz decided progress,
socjety in Ireland a1ill exbibite not a few perplexing
and alarmivg symotoms. Irish agricuiture, ng a
role is tar behind that of Bagland or Scotland; ie-
deed, except iz soma fortunate spots, it i3 atill very
defoctive and backward, Abseatezeism though di-
minished, still prevaila to 8n extent detrimental to
tbe country. Though embarrassed ownerg are more
uncommon than they were, though middle men ten-
ures have been broken up, it canoot be gaid that
landed properiy reats gererally upon a secure busia.
The Lnnded Estates Acts have done much good, yet
complainta are made that in some districts they have
introdoced a new cl-se of proprietors, grasping, mie-~
chievouz, and illiberal The old dissensionns of re
ligion and race keep the owoers and occopiers of the
s0il meunder; time and change have done aomething,
but not mueh, in bridgipg cver the chesm between
them. While the cottler peasantry have almoat
vanighad, rnd th» prsition of the agricultural labour-
er bas been Improved in 8 remarkeble mapoer, the
relations between the landlorde and the better class
of tensnts have not been in proportion improved. It
12 gaid that fve~gixila of the land of Ireland is satill
held by precerious tentres--yearly tenancies in a
real genge at will—aod that a growing disinclination
exists to concede oven ghort leasehold iateresta.
Oomplaints are made, and that not only by trading
agitatora but by thinking men, thst the preasare of
rent i3 Biill excresive; that it does not sliow the
Iriah farmer & fair and reasonahle margin of profit.
Tt 18 8aid, too. that the great mags of improvements
which are added to the soil are the prodact of the jo-
dustry of the tenant, end not of tha outlay of the
proprietor ; that Iandlords bave too often the power,
and in some instances bave shown the will, 10 ep
propriate thege improvements to their owa benefit by
direct or indirect means ; ard that injustice, accord.
iogly, 18 not reldom done, axd agricuitaral progress
is seriougly impeded. It would &pprar, too, that
thers are few sigos of an increasing growth of the
kindly septimentas that shonld kmt the lauded clas-
gea together ; indoed, according to some reports,
there hss been o tendency it an opposite direction.
More than all, thoee foul confederacies of blaod, so
long the curse of Irish socisty, have never been ocom
plately dizsolved, nad of Inte, unbappily, bave given
nroofa of contsining and even renewed vitality.
Though agrarian outrages are few compared with
wlat they wers 30 years ago, several agrarian crimes
of the very worst type hava been perpatrated during
the last 18 montha; the apirit that fostera this wick-
ed ocopspiracy, and that assures for it impunity and

.eympathby, survives in a great part of the ration;

nor has it censed with 1he vessation of the cause that
formerly made it o flarce and intense—the extremsa
want of a half-starviog peasnntry, Nor muat wa for-
Ret that at this moment the Government will not in-
trugt the immense majority of the occupizrs of land
in [reland with firearms; that uotil tus other day tha
Habeas QJorpus Act was suspended thrcughout the
whole island ; that a Minister of 1he Crown not long
ago admitted that if Fasianism had enjoyed a mr-
moatary triumph it would have ublained the sup.
port, ag it had the gacdwill of an usknown tumber
of the agrivultoral classea,

This train of phenomena, which never ceasad to
atiract ths attention of thivking persons bae now
forcerd jtzelf into public notice, The Irish Liand Quss-
tian haq becoma & gnhjeot of wide national interest,
and wil] teke un » great deal of the time of Parlia-
meat ig the pezx: Seaeion. A9 might bave been ex-
pectec, ap it ia viewed io diffsrent aspeata by difterent
interegte, npinion refpacting it variea considerably;
but tkere g # geveral conviction that esme change 18

‘Haguire.

required, snd violeot measnres haye been put forwsrd
aq the only golution of the problem. Men'ofall pariles
bave admitted the pecessity of one reform of évident
justice — the eecnring -the Irish. tenant cowpensation

for the improvementa he may bave anpexed.to ths

soil ; but sereral Bills iotroduced with thia object
bave, for different ressons, proved unsuceestful.
Mesnwhile, even the mnat practical atatesmen allow
that the relations of landlord and tenant {o Ireland
are oct in s satis®actory siate, and reforms of a very
radies: kind bave been edvocated by a not contempti-
ble party. It is urged that the erdinary rights of
owaership in land in'Ireland muat be largely modified
In order to protect the rights of the occuplers, and
that, io the interest of the whole commaunity, the
Irish farmer should bw atsored & Srmer bold than he
bad on the aoil. It s ea{d that as [righ society is
the absolute dominion of the landed proprietor is ir-
reconcilable with the public good ;. that it places bis
tenant in a state of were dependence ; that rack renta,
precarious tenures, discontent, batred, injustice. and
orime are the mfserable bat inevitahle resolta; and
that freland can have neithe: prosperity nor peace
nutil the oconpylug temantiry eball have obtained a
mora durable inteceat in tho land than they are likely
to have aa thicgs now are. Schemes, nccordinely, of
the most revolationsry cbaracter, smountiog in sub-
gtaace to a tranefer of the 20il from the landiord to
the tensnt, subject to a quit rent, bave beea pro-
pounded by men of uo small reputation in ecopomic
science, and are knowa o find favonr in the eyes of
gome at lesat of tbe Roman Catholic hierarchy.
Even siatesmen of the highest distinotion, and con-
scions of their great responsibility, eeem to thick that
the lnnded oystem of Ireland must ba changed in
gome way that ehnil augment the intarest of the oc-
cupler io his holding, though with the exception of
Mr Bright, perbaps, their langusge has hitherto bean
vague and undefined.

This, therefore, ia the Irish Land Question, which I
hive underiaken to examine foryouin its pheaomens,
and, if poasible, ita causes, not merely in booka but
by my own inquiry ; cor sbould I have acermplished
your object, were I not to review the principles, at
least, of the meagures considered applicable to it I
approich the tagk with sincers distrast in my own
power to perform it well, yet I hope that I may be
able to throw gome degree of light on this important
gubject ; for, in the first place, my principal business
will be to collect and record facta which must be
useful to inform opininn, and I write with noin
etructions from yon save to find ont the troth and
report it fairly. Intbe pext place, I take up 1be in.
qniry with no peculiar theory of my owa that ig likely
10 cxu3e ms to 9e8 evidengs Wrongly ; and, especially
i bave o gertled conviction that, aa the atill existing
evils of Ireland may be traced to a variety of canses
and agcend to the remote past, go it is idle to imagine
tbat they can all be removed by any single or suddon
panaces,

IRISH INTELLIGEXNCE ,

Captsin Seymoar, the Cotservative candidate, bag
been returaed for the county of Antrim, his majority
over the Liberal candidate, Sir Shafto Adair, being
2,889

WHAT'S 1N A Naue ?—There scems to be special
difficulty in selecting & name for the disestablished
Obarch. *Toe Free Chorch, * Protestant Episcopal
Church,’ ‘Irish Ghureh,’ ¢ The Qhurch of Ireland,’
bave all their ndvocates, but the last i3 the favorite
Thera is one glight hitch, however ; it uever wag the
(,Lht;;c; of Ireland, and with God’s belp it pever
ghall be.

Intormation Wanted nof Mary Scott, who left
Ballina, county Mayo, Ireland, 15 years ago, for
Canada West. When Jart beard from ghe wagio
North Crosby, Newboro', Oanada Weat, America,
about ten moolbs sgo, Auny information concerning
ber will ba theoktully recelved by hec aiater, Sarsh
1Res:;*dm:, 20, Churck-lane, Leeds, Yorkshire, Eng-
and. ’ :

‘At Tubberosalth, near Sligo, 25 men attacked the
bouse of & maz named Ward, aud tock erme from it,
Six ot tbem have been arrested, Some had beea i
custody as sopposed Feniara.

A rumour that Mr. Gladstone and Mr, Bright in-
tend o0 pay Ireland w vigit during the Actumn has
gaue ibe roonds of the papers, their alleged objact
peing to ncqnaiot themselves by personal obaervation
with the condrtion of the country befors bringing in
their proposed Land Bill,

It i3 said that Mr. Lowa ig about to visit Iroland
Hia vigit has reference, primarily, to the qaestion of
the Railwaye, which is to be disctizsed next aession ;
but during his vieit Mr. Lowe will no doubt obtain
loformation which will be of valus on other ques-
\iona,

Tan Forore cr TrisE ProTestaxrian. — Our exe
cellent contemporary, the ¢ Qatholic World! well
says: ~ Pratestantism in Ireland ja dead, and neitier
Primate Beresford not his episcopal brathren can re
animste ita dry bones. Whatsver plans may be
propoerd by wiseacres far the restoration of ita lie
must fail. Itisa law of nature thsl the san does
not return to a withered branch, Tbe instapt Pro-
testantism i8 cast off from the State that mnment it
is cat oft from the source of its vitality, And let the
Protestant Bishops do what they like they will find
themselvea playing out an ecclesiasticsl comedy of
tAll in the Wrong'’

DrogrED4, Aug 23—-An open air meeting, attend-
od by tweaty thousand persons, wag held here to-
day in favor of granting emnesty to Fenians, Bands
played popular Fenian aire, and enthasiastic speeches
were made. The reaolutions adopted declars that a
farther detention of Fanian prisoners ig unwise, un
politic and uojust.

Trravore-TrRove — Laat evening, a3 a number of
workwen were eogaged in pullivg down some por-
tion of an old house in Roache's-street, Limerick,
cne of them guddenly stzuck his ebovel agaipes
sometbing that gave a sooorcus soand. The man
bad the eoolness to keep the matter te himaelf, and
afierwarda took o gniet opportunity of examining the
spot, when he discovered wrapped in a partisliy
decayed cloth o number of large gold eoius, which
turned out to be Spanish doublocns of n very ancient
éate, The man taok tha ficat opportunity of msakiog
awAY with hia treasure but the matter got abroad
and he was arrested in Cork, with tke groater por-
tion of it in his possession. The value of tYe gold is
nearly £100 sterling. ~ Correspondsnt of the Kx-
press

The ' Weekly Registar’ aays it is reported that one
of the seats at Gork will immedistely become vacant
by the OYurch Disestablishment Aat. Mr. George
Alexander Hamilton bas been appointed omm of the
three commissioners to carry the disendowing clacees
of the Act into effzct Thin ronders the permaneat
:(Inder Becretaryship of the Treasury vacant and it
is reported that the vacancy will be filled by Mr.
The bon. pentleman sat for Dungarvan
from Julp 1852, tilt July 1866, when be was elected
for the ety of Cork. Tbe name of Bfr. Magsey 18
mentioned a3 bis probable euccessor in tha repre-
gentation of Uork,

Tag DigrsTsdtised Cnuson.— Aiready the confu-
sion of Babel bsp fallen oo that Cboreh tbat hard
caeh alone, or, a8 the Amoricans would gay, ‘the
slmighty dollar’ hae preserved nmongat ua 80 long
‘Twenty.-uue ooblemen and Membera of Parliament,
658 megistratesand other gentlemen, and 90 olerlosl
delegates’ of the late Qburch CJonference bave ad
dresged the Episcopal Bsnch, requesting thelr lord-
sblps. to _raassemble the Qonference for the purpoae of
considering ths course to be taken iz the alrered
fortunes of the Qburch. The Biehops, foresesing
that aoch a conferenee without autharity to guide it
must precipitale the whole Oburch and ita doctrines
inlo aohnos, declina; but de so in & hesitating, falter-
ing manner, conclnding their reply as follows In

wordg that are omivaze of the rapid declension of considerable sum ja the course of a year, '

!

‘tion witk the adminjotration of justice

the _P-mten_l;:_t_, Oboroh fnto & eonfr-l!ed form

Preabyteriavism <! No future arrangement would l?al
satiafaelory which:'did not in'like manzer mafntain
the eqaal rights oi:both olergy and laity to their fall

hare in the representation of the Ohuroh ; and in aoy

steps which we may tuke it will be & chief aim with
u3 to combine thia reosseary condition wits the maig.
tenance of the links which bind the presers.of. the
Church to its futere and its past.—We remaln faith.
flly yours, M. G. Armagh, R. O. Dablin’- The
whale body of Biahops a:e now openly called aeceders
They have reasgembled at the Bilton Hotel,-pouibly.
to reconsicer, Their proceedings have not yet been
made poblin, but whatever ba their decizion, the end
canaot he far off. —Tablet. oY

PROTE8TANT DENONSTRATION.— A great Protestant
demonstration was held at Hilton Park, near Qloney,
on Saturday, to conslder certain matters in-eonnee:
in the sountry
and to cevise weasares for the safety aud welfare of
the Protestant churches in tbls country It wag ese
timated thit there weére £.om 25,000 to 30,000 pereorng
present, obiefly Orangemen from the counties cf,
Monaghan, Fermsnagh, Oavan, and Armagh, FlngI\
npd suabes of tte favourite bues were everywhere
displayed, and thers ware aver 100 lodges represented,
There wag no distarbaunce of auy kind John M.ddep
JP., D L., occupied the chair Cologel Madder
read latiers of apology from Lord Eunniskillen and.
others. He alao read a letter from Captain Arch.
dall, X. P,, District Master of Lisnackes, declining to
attend, ss ho did not see the practical u.e of such a8
megting st preseat—tbat the reorganisation of the
Oburch ouzht to bie their first object. Several speakors
addressed the meeticg in forcibla langusge, arnd resc.
lniions were proposed condemning the government
for tbe dismissal of Oaptain Oocois as High Sheriff of
Moaagban, protesting against the Party Processions’
Act, the Irigh Church Bill, and promising to eupport
the Protestant Mhurch,—Sauanders.

Some suggestiona for the settlement of the Irish
land question have bzen drawn up by Mr. Blake, ths
wmsmber for Waterford, and issued in the form of a
circular, Mr. Blake state3 that Lis plan aima st
beiag eelf-actiog, simple, end inexpensive. It pro-
poses tbat valustlors appointed by an onder the
Geueral Valuation Office should as soon ag poseib’e
af er the psssing of the act, ingpect each yearly
bolding, and deliver to the landlord and tenant a
certificats contsining particalars as to land under
pagtarsge, land under tillage, mountain land and
bog. _The probsbls cost of putting into order by
wmanoring, drainice, &6. The present averags valus
per acre, particulara as to ststa of boose and oot
«(ice’, with the ontlay necesaary to put tLem inrg
good order. Qertificato should also stats amount
grnm} Jury cesg for the laat twelve mootks, peor rats
for ditto; the average price of millers’ wheat, oatg
aod barley for ths last twelve wonths; also !her
average price of butter, beef, sud mutton ag the
vearest market town. Whenaver the tenancy ter-
minates by eviction or surrender a valuator i3 to give
certificate of the then condition of the farm, ané
assuming that improvements had 1aken nlace caleus
lated 10 enhanes the letting value of the !and 1o tle
extent of 103 per acre on an average. The value-
tion would awnrd, sey for example, for improvements
in houge, qut-officas, &e., £50 for ten yenrs of the ir-
creaged letting value of the land at 103 per acre £250,
Tkhis totsl of £300 will becowe payable to the tenagt
sfter deducting oy rent due, the valuator giviog tke
landlord benefit of the c:renmstances which in-
creased the value of tho farm independent of the ac-
tion of the tenant. Mr. B'ake’s peper is aimi 'ar 10 one
p ezented by bim fn 1865 to the select commities on
the tenure of Iacd.

Ter Laxo QuesTioN.—The Pall Mall Gazelle tavs
that to turo the Irish landlord into the mere owr
of n rent.charge would be confiseation. Of eourae it
would, without fair compensation for possib'a in-
creage of valuo: but that grantéd, what moral right
heg the owner of land to wore than he would get
from letting nnytking else, 54y a houte or machinery
or money 7 His righit of dictasing how bia tenant
shall vote or act in any way is pure oppression, aad
90 ia his cla:m to social deference on recount of his
!andlnrdlsm, and whst else woald helnse? Suppos-
ing the most extreme retorm adopted, s perpetual
gettlement, the landlord would %e on bis estate just
whut the Doke of Portiand 19 on his Liondog property,
and where is 1he barriship of thot positibn? While
the lerses run the Duke has no ¢ power except to
exact hia ront, but kia position is none the worse fr
that, In manv respecte, the Irish lnadlord would be
much bettor off than be is for he wonld get hia money
to the day, aud he would nat get ahot.—Bpeciator.

4bout fourteen mooths ago, when the question of
the Irieh Oburch was still comparatively zew, Master
Filzgibbon, the Receiver Master in Chancery, pub-
lished  book called *Ireland in 1868 which at-
tracted a good deal of attentlon, parlly from the
fact t_bnt the author had mever previously taken a
part ia politica, and partly because of the bitteroess °
which he infused into tbe discossior of the enbject.
Now that the Land difficulty has usurped the place
whlct_t the Charch queation lately occupied, Masater
Filzgibbon bas once more seized his pen, and, ic a
pnmpblgt of 80me eighty pages. attempta to solve it,
He i3 himsell o laoinwner, end a8 Raceiver Master
he manages gome 400 esiates, on which there are
more than 20,000 tepants ;f his solution does oot
succeed it will not be for want of experience in the
author  Hig idea i3 that the real want of Ireland ia
an indogtrious and impreving tenantry; ané be
argued that Irish tenants will not improen their
boldinga eo long 8 they fear that the landlord will
raise the rent. To meet this difficalty he would
enact that any tennot baving less than an interest
for s2ven years may uodertake in writingwitbin
three to improve the value of his iand by a substan-
tia] percectage snd upon s spacified plon. An in-
speotor shoold then examipe the farm.and, if he
approve the proposel, give n certificale whkich would
protect the tenant from eviction curiog the execn-
tion of the works. TUpon their completion a furtber
certificate shonld be granted, which would give &
parliamentary term to the tenant proportionate to
the valce of his improvements If ke added 25 per
cent. to the agricultaral vsloe of the farm he should
bave a thirly years' term at 1bs old rent, and soon.
Ttis is the gubstance of the solution which Masier
Fitzgibbon proposes.

¢ Res‘cious’ a¥p ' Panty’ Exregesions. — There is
& curious law in Ireland providing for tbe punish-
ment of those who indn'ge in !parly expreasions’ a8
are calonlated to leud to a breach of the peace Als
rests for violation of this Inw are very common. The
megistrates ssems to apportion even-banded jostice
to Uatholic and Protestant alike, and the trialssre
often very amusing  Under the head of ¢ Manifee-
tationa of Religfous Feeling’ the Belfast FPhig gives,
fn its pulico report the following coges;— Bernard
Ward was arreated for saying that he was ‘8 Papist
to the backboue' and for kicking a policemsn ou the
gtioe ; he was fined 403 and costs for 1ihig indiasreet
avowal of Lis religious faith- and sent to jail for 14
daye for the acesult, Hanry McCool ‘was arrested
for * blessiog the Pope’ in Smithfeld merket On
his way to the atatfon-hoose bo ohanged bis-a{d
snd cursed the Paone. Thix should bave mBd@it
even; but the maglstrate fined 208 alike far: the
blesaing and the curge, Catberine Ward, who o1y
'curged the Pope,’ was Sned 405, Wiham Crowley,
8 good Papist, nod g Cork wan, was fioed io the
gamme amoont. David Bill, William Beybutn, Joseph
Kilpatrick end William Brown cams past the police
gt+tion, and the fret two shouted, ¢ To:hell with the
Pope!’ They were arrested mod the -other two lben
made use of the same expression, and were also 81
rested. ¢ Why did you ourse the Popsl' ssked the
magigtinte, ¢ It just come into our heads,’ eaid'tke
prisoriers ; end the megistrate sent taem to jail for 8
fortoight to give them time to :get it out .of thelr
beade. The revenue thus'derived from- these manic
featations of religious seal ia gaid to amount to 8
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