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sanction ta divorce is legalizing in the
eye of the civil power a sacrilegious in-
trusion into the sacramental sanctuary
of narriage? Not at all. Or again, is
there any guarantee in M. Naquet's op-
position to the greater elasticity of the
divorce law, liat he would always and
under all circulmstan%?ces be so opposed to
it ? By no means. Here are bis reasons
for not wiehing, at that particular Li nie,
ta allow the stAte to sanction a too wide
use of that immoral license.

He says : "My convictions arc so es-
tablished that if I did not lear the re-
action to which popular ignorance night
give birti, i would notl hsitate, if in my
power to do so, to reniove every obstacle
in the w'ay of divorce." Just imagine
the moral degradation to which infidelity
has lowered a country, in which a lead-
ing siatesman could prononce suaich a'
sentence as that. "If h le did not fear the
reaction to which popular ignorance
might give rise ;" what reaction does he
mean ? Is it that he would fear, the
moment all obstacles to divorce were re-
moved, that the lower passions of the
masses having full swing, the coumtry
would becono a Sodoma, on tire with the
consuming flaies of hast., and dooned (o

premature annihilation ? Or is it the
fear of a reaction in favor of the Catholic
Church, a return to ber fold, as
the asylun of refugo fron the
scoriac floods of inmorality ai
dcsolation? In cither case the intidel
spirit of the temporary opponent of cx-
trene license, in matters moral and sac-
red, is made nmanifest. Were it not for
the wild vortex of debauchery and licen-
tiousness, into which the country would
plunge, he would favor universal divorce
laws; but he il in power, he bas a place
of emolument. he would not wish.to see
aIl his fine prospecta political, social, and
personal swept away >by the rising tide
of anarchy and corruption. Therefore
(his very mîîoral nan-moral becanse he
cannot hclp it-is not yet ready to advo-
cate further legislationî on the question.
But were it ai all possible that the mass
of the people could b saved fron cither
iînbridled crime, or from a general flight
juto the ark of safety, the Church, M.
Naquet would be pleased to see no fur-
(her restrainrt upon ithe passions, and to
behold a generation arising that would
be the offspring of concubinage and the
children of imnorality. It is easily seen
that M. Naqiiet, at least, his not t.e
Catholic idea., nor are bis principles anY
difierent from those of our I'rotestanit
friends who evidently revel in the free-
dom that a divorce law affords theni. At
neither arew e surprised. The Lutheran
sucks in a desire for sexuial license in the
first principles and practices of the
founder of bis sect; and every branch of
English. Protestantisi comes fron the
same im pure source-the divorces, adul-
tery, and brutality of the, royal parent of
Anglicanisnî. -

M. Naquetis so illogicol thtt lhe goes fuir
euîough to argue that lose divorce laws

.have always diminîished the nuimber of
divorces. This matter we will leave for
another issue. As yet we have not said
a word about Mr. Brun's theory, nor his
reply to M. Naquet upon the question of
loose divorce laws. As Rudys;d Kipling
'would say' : " but that is another story."
We desire, however, to accentuate te
fact, thCa atholics, and oly Catholics
are uncompromisingly opposed te auy
tampering with the sanctity of marriage;
because they alone recognize the Divi-
rely established sacrament as a. source of
grace. •

IT is generally supposed that tho Index
is solely an attribute of the ecclesiastical
courts. In Italy te secular govern-
mneut,and aveu tha governments uf other
lande1 e posseessed of. pîethods cf In..

dexing undesirable works, and they have
little compunction in executing their
sentences. The Roman correspondent
of the Liverpool Catholie Tizes, writing
on the subject, gives a striking example
in point and an interesting explanation
of the Index. He tells that:

" Thé director of be Osserwdiore RoM.-
ano, for instance, bas just been fined and
condemnned to prison for having publish-
ed opinions judged repreheneible by the
partisane of the United Italy. But the
Church confines herself to the inscrip-
tion in a catalogue, known as " The In-
dex Expurgatorius " of those writings
which she considers as being dangerous
to faith and morals, and merely forbids
tlheir reading by the faithful. Thus, for
example, among the seventeen works re-
cently placed on the condenned list, we
find the following paragraph under the
headingSacred Congretation ofthe Index
Decrstum Feria VI, die 14 lulii, 1898 :
Mivart St. George-" Happiness in Hell"
(Nineieenth Century), London, December,
1892; "The Happiness in Hell," ibidem,
February, 1893 ; and "Last Words on the
Happiness in Hel]," ibidem, April, 1893.
Decreto S. Officio, Feria IV, die 19 Iulii,
1892. For sote tine past the Congrega-
gation of the Index bas been inactive,
although it was more than ever neces-
sRry to protect the faith and moralis of
Christians. Now, however, it is said that
under the direction of His Eminence
Cardinal Mazzella it bas begun a new
life, anid will, it is hoped, ho the means
of saving many a good Catholic from
reading pernicious publications."

OTTAWA'S SAGE.

iln ou issue of the week before last
we gave our readers a short sketch of the
interesting history of the " League of
the Rose"-by any other name 'twould
smell as sweet-and that would not he
difficult considering the nsavory odor
of iLs recent exhalations. Ve also gave
our readers an idea that there existed in
Ottawa, in the law departient of the
House of Commons, a person inamed
Richard J. Wicksteed, alias Dick. He il
the son of Dr. Wicksteed, Q.C., a very
venerable and very clever gentleman.
But it does not necessarily foloiw that
the fatther's maile of erudition bas
fallen îîpon bis son's shoulders. We
aleo, for the amusement, of oiur friends,
reproduced He eccentric reautions
passc.d Fi>'tho " cangue out(ho -Rosa."
The Ottawa Evening Journal, after con-
siderable pressure, was induced to pub-
lish tho resoittions, but commented
quite critically upon thein. The Globe
of Toronîto, tbought then eccetrie; the
Empire calls them ridirulous. Now, ail
theso appreciationiîs drew forth a letter
to the Ott.ava Free Press from the said
R. J. Wicksteed. This little incident has
been a God.send to R. J. W. For years
lie has bee itching for public re-
cognitiou, and it came not. The father
o! the Korat called in vain to the moun-
tai andi who lt wiouId not stir, he said :
"If the nîîaîîtain will not cone to Ma-
homet, then Mahomet will go to the
miountain." So is it with the father of
(ho 'League uf the Rose ;" if the hille
of faime wil ilot cou1n to him, he is
bound to get to then ini some way.

The Italian Coitular Agent wroteMr.
Wicksteed a sh-rt note of thanks for
having clone (in lais owi cceenlric way)
wvhat no other person in the Dominion
would have attempted; the said R. J.
W. bas gone off at a tangent and is now
let loose in the realm of newepaperglory.
In that most characteristic letter we
read the following:

"I told the editor of tho Journal that I
disapproved of the aaimus visible ineie
comment; (ha-t T coîînd find lie euch
speech of the admirai recorded in Mont-
real newsptaptrE; and furthermore at
the dinner given by the Italian consul,
in tbat city, to the admirai and his offi-

cors, ._St. ouis, et (ho Canaa-Revue,

hoped ere long to see Canada s free as
Italy,-meaning of course as free fromn

the tyrannical influence of the priest-
hood. Now if such sentiments were
pleaaing to .the dinner party--and Mr.
St. Louis knew that they would be-I
can hardly tbink that the Pope would
consider mon holding such views to be
good CatholicS, The R. C. Bishop of
Montreal does not."

The aforeeaid R. J. W. must have
been lost in the mazes of ideas that
hover so irregularly througb his vivid
mind, or else he must have forgotten all
about the outer world, while buried in
the contemptation of saome embryotic
literary gem tat, like so niany others,
of bis, was destined to perish iun-
known, for were it otherwise surely
so sage and clever a man would not give
evidence of his ignorance tupon the vents
that have been so public of late. The
idea of quoting on a Catholic subject
from any one connected with the Can-
ada Revue is too rich. But ve suppose
R. J. W. was asleep during the last few
months. We wonder did he ever read
the Canada Revue; not likely ; he has
heard of it as an anti-Catholic publica-
tion and it may be possible he got some
one to tell him of its contents.

Nowfor the peroration to that extra-
ordinary letter. IL is a gent ; it is the
"quinteesence concentrated of sublimait-
ed," Christian charity, doubly distilled,
and fltered through the lively brain
of the personification of religions toler-
ance sand break-neck patriotisin, Mr. R.
J. Wicksteed, son of Dr. Wicksteed,

"A copy of the resolution has been sent
te King Humbert of Italy. If it has the
effect of putting an extra padlock on the
Vatican or driving the prisoner thulein
to Baltimore, U.S.A.; then the cup of
happiness will be alrnost full, the Chris-
tian world will rcjoice, and the heavenly
choira will prepare a special anthem for
the occasion."

This would-be turnkey to the Vatican,or
exiler of the Pontiff, wants the cup of lais
happiness filled. When the cup of RJ.
W.'s happiness will he full, there is no
douht, the " Christian mvorld will rejoice,'
for iL will be thon relived of bis eccenhic
resolutions and all danger of being fur-
thur pestered with such samples of pre-
stmption. Butwe dispute tha rernainder
of the sentence, for certainly " the beav-
enly choirs will not prepare a special
anthen for the occasion." If R..I.W.'s
happinees were really fnll it wouîld cause
certain consternation in the realms ahove;
the discord, tbat the more thought, io bis
presence in the upper regions would
cause, i sometbing unimaginable. lu
fact R.J.W. would scarcely e an hour in
the state of unalloyed happiness than he
would want to become leader of the
celestial choirs and to compose sonnets
for the augels to sing.

But seriously epeaking ; is it not a
piece of unmitigated audacity for any
man, claiming to be a respectable citizen,
to wish to persecute still further te
Vicar of Christ? In fine, no other man,
except R.J.W.would be guilty of stch an
exhibition of shameful bigotry-aid
glory ni bis shame, except, like ,the said
R.J.W.it were his only chance of gaining
notoriety and that notoriety vere his
predominating passion. When our friend
of the " League of the Rose "can suc-
ceed in getting the Italian government
to appoint him special constable to watch
the back door oft the Vatican and report
to the Quirinal the gossip of the papal
kitchens, lie may resign his present luc-
rative office under the Canadian govern.
ment'and leave a vacaucy for some less
eccentric and more thoroughly patriotic
person. In fact we are in favor of the
change, s it would be Canada's gain, and
Italy could not lose anything by one
addition to ber army of civil and military
servants who live upon (ha persecution
et thie Pope sud ara paid fôr their anti-
religiousi patriQListpl eut of the patrimony

of the por. We suggest the idea to R'
J.W.-it is for him to make application.
Italy owes him a debt of gratitude and
Canada is tunder no special obligation to
him.

IF the recent troubles between France
and Italy bad only taken place a week
before the arrivai of the man-of-war
" Etna," what a different songour French
press would have to sing. La Patrie, La
Presse, et cetera, wonid vie with each
other in applauding Mayor Desjardins,
and Mr. Beaugrand would probably have
offered to intervene-and secure a decora-
tion of the Legion o! Honor for the
patriotic chief magistrate; in faci Mr.
Beaugrand would do so aven ai he riek
of nissing bis own chance, so long
coveted. The difference is simply this :
Ma.yor Dejardins acted on principle, the
otiers are actuated by prøju dice. Had lhey
an idea that the Aigues-Mortes massacres
were to take place, bey would nol have
been so lavish of attention upon the
Italians-uklcs telicr masr;:nic rules were
more binding than tieir national code of
hunor.

orTAWAs RECEPTION

To Sir John Thompsoln. Prenier ot
Canada.

Sir .lohn hoipson aind Lady Thomp-
mon arrived in Ottawa on Saturdsy lait,
by .he Caniiala Atlantic, and were met
at the station by the City Council and a
large concourse of citizens, when ithe fol-
lowing civie address was presented
To Sir Johu Thon.vn», K.C. H.1G., Etc.:

We, the nemhers of the M unicipal Council
of the Corporation of lVily of Ottawa. on
behalf or the cîtizens, heic tn a-sure you that ii.
was a source of gratification to us to know that,
you bad been melected as one 4f the arbitrators
ln a matter of so great importance froin an im-
periai and international standpolnt as ithA
Behsring Sea dispute. We realized that in your
appointment, occupying as you do t.e posit Ion
of head ot the AdmniniN-ration of the Domin-
ioi, and with yonr emiinent. abilitIes as a lu-
rit, the Interest of Canada, so far as involvei,
would receive full anid careful couideratJon.

Althçouîgih we have no desire to express any
opinion as to the ultLnate resuit of the award
of the court of arbitration iof which you were
so distinguisbeil a inenber. t. was wlth us, lu
comnon with lier Majety's subjctis ibrongh-
ont. the Dominion, a subject, o sincere an
heartfoit congratulation, Ltat once more an
international dispute, -o pregnant?.with issues
of importance ta ourselves, should he referredt
for settlement by the psacefui methodofarbi-
tration. lu order that the iatters In question
(of sufficient importance to disturb the comIty
of nations) might be deail, wlth in such a man -
ner as to protect the interests o! Canada and
lead Loa peaceful solution.

Knowing as we do the deep interest you take
In alil that pertains ta the weifare oftour cits,
we would point with sntisfrt Ionto the sub-
stantial progress which ba been made, aven
within the brief period which lhas elapsed pince
you becarne one of our ettizens. As one of our-
selves, we again tender you a cordial greeting
on your return to your bearth and home from
your arduous and important .labors and beg
to expressthe hopethat Inresumingtheduties
of citizenshlp and th' activA respons4fliit.Ies
of your important offee, you may be long
spared inhealtb and str"ngth to apply your
ability anaenergy lu advaivung the prosperity
of our common count.ry.

O. liT ROC ER, Mayor.

Sir John Thompmon rnplied briefly but
appropria tely, wihout, any reference tu
politicas, and the reception passed off very
sitccesstil ly.

Personal.

We bard a visit froi Rev John F. Kelly,
rector o! St. Teresa's Churrh. i» .Hutchison,
Kansas. Father Kelly has been in Ottawa,
vislt.ing bis many friend'i and his old Alma
Mater. the Unoverslty of Ottawa. Last Sun-
day he piteached L St. Joseph's Church of
that city. On his way tbrough Montreal b4
called lu o see us and renew nid school-day ae-
qualatance. We regret. deeply that bis mis-
stoneat wvasof a patintil nature, baving come
bome to Massachuset t ta attend the funeral
of bis good father ; buit we were rejoiced to
see the k ind-hearted Fatber John looking
so weil. We alse learn wIth pleasure of his
suceessfulmission la tbe west. The Church
bas In Father Kelly a true priest, and his
early companions will be glad ta learn of has
progrens lu the world-though net for the
world.

Are Tou Nervous.
Are yon all tired out, do you have that
tired feeling or sick headache ? You eau
be relieved of ail these symptoms by
taking Hood's Saisapari!la, which giveu
nerve, mental and bo>dily strength and
thorouglhly purifies the blood. It aliso
creates a good appetite, cures indigestion,
heartburn and cyspepsia.

Hoon's PILLS are easy to take, easy in
action and gSure in effect. 25 cents a box.

The higbest lifa is a broken columnn;
th tfiest life a îarnished gem; the

reched life, an unripened fruit.
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