o

« There are ng conversions to-report for t
year—a fact that should stimul s 16
nest prayer”-'l-p. 20 ; and “ the supply of "garments
\liis winter has been very deficient™ 1b.—a fact that
onld stimalate  Chr |
clothes. -+ We do not see what the Commitiee mean
py their ¢ being constrained (o sing a wew song
Tlis is the sell-sume song that we have had (Iraw.led
into our lugs for the last four years. Tt is rn(n!l:!rug
hut the * olc_l song” with some of the most striking
fassages omn.ted. ) ) .
Tor there is less vituperation, and more caution
Ksplayed, than in the songs of the olden time. We
meet nomare with the interesting legends of D. Ama-
ron, L. Marie, and the esudile André Solunldt—(.llw
latter, by the bye, lias set up a school at Milton nto
which he is endeavoring to entice Catholic children.)
On the contrary, half a page is devoted to a panegyric,
an apintentional one no dqu}at, upon the unity, and
sitality of Popery ; whose ministersare now denourced,
not as lazy, self-seeking, luxurions, dissipated tyrants,
tut as hard-working, sell-denying, disinterested, and

__THE TRUE

WITNESS AND CATHO

e past that fire would not melt it oat; agaiust such :m]
ate Christinns 1o ear- . opinion, or rather prejudice, facts and argumemts are

. alike woavailing, Show the Protestant your Bible,
show him the exhortations of the Church to reaid,

istians 1o send in their old . study, and meditate it, with lumble prayer ta the

 Holy Ghost for light from on high, aml he will nei-
; ther believe you, nor the evidence of liis senses ; e
twill still persist that you lave no Bible, and that
" your Charch proseribes it+ It is in vain, to try to
- disabuse him; we can but suile at his pig-headed ob-
| stinacy, and hold our peace.
I But we have the Bible for all that; and with
 tlhankfalness to God for the precious aift, do we medi-
tate, and seek to put in practice, the holy precepts
. therein contained.  As Ilis Word we revere it; and
so revering if, we presume not to sit in judgment up-
" on its contents, nor dare we subject irs holy reach-
ings to our fallible interpretations thereol. A Di-
vine written Word needs a Divine living interpreter;
“for the Ward of God, interpreted by man by the
light of buman reason, loses its Divine objectivity,
.and becomes but the word of man.  We approach
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for if there be a stream, source also there must be.
The Catholic answers the Chureh: 7.e., that body
of feachers appointed by, Clrist Iimsell to teach
all nations, until the eud of time 5 and whose authority
and duration mnst be therefore co-extensive with ifs
commission—+ 4/l nations,” and « ol days.® Is
there such 2 body? I Christ’s promises were not
made in vain there must be—\What is that body 7—
One, and oue only, can there be ; one, and one only,
iclaims to be that body of divinely appointed teachers.
If it be uot what it claims to be, then no other is—
then has the Word of Chiist failed, and IIis mission
proved a lie.  Such is the tuevitable conclusion to
which the Protest against the Cathiolic Churel must
ilead every man who dares o be consistent in is
error.,
. Here then we take our stand against Protestant-
{lsm. We deny that it can be proved from the Bi-
We, that Christ Himself appointed that book as the
1 sole means of perpetuating and promulgating amongst
all nations, to the end of time, the knrgwlmlgc.ol'
i religion.  We assert therefore, upon Irotestant

i
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Gro, Groves, As-g JOHN MCDONALI), P. Gavix, As-

then God’s Iloly Word with awe, and lmmility ; | pri

watchful pastors over their flocks. The power of
T.ome is dangereus, because its clergy are above re-
roach, hecause it manifests ten fZmes more zeal for
the « religious instruction, pastoral oversight, and ge-
yeral welfare of the people,” than its Protestant op-
penent. The Church is dangerous, not simply be-
cause wealthy, but because her funds are honestly and
prndumly applied :—

« [[these funda®>—says the Hecord— ¢ were gathered,
and employed for purposes of personal induigenre or
grerandisement, they might be abused, and wasted,
and do litle geueral injury. But they are mol thus
wsed, It may be regarded as certain that they are
serupulonsly appiied with a wise economy 1o the one
purpose of auilding np, into angmented strength and
inilnence, the sacerdotal power,”

ke Catholic Convents and Colleges, the Catholic
Iospitals and Asylums for the indigent aged and in-
finn, in which thousands regeive their daily bread-—and
tut for which they would he left to perish miserably
like dozs—are the fruits of the « wisc economy™ and
serupulous application of the funds, of the Catholic
Chureh 3 funds which are emyployed, and absorbed,
in the altemptl to mitizate the evils ol the pauperim-
Jigralion, which British misrule, and Protestant as-
cendancy yearly cast upon our shores.  In giving foad
to the hungry, clothes to the naked, shelter to the
hoteloss, and ministering to the wants ot the father-
less ehildren and widows, are the © 7mmense reve-
pues” of the Catholic Chureh, expended ; thus sav-
ine Canada from the curse and the disgrace of Pro-
testant Poor Laws.  Jt is by acts of charity, by ap-
proving themselves in seasons of calamity and sick-
yess. the disinterested and devoted pastors of their
fiocks, that the “sacerdotal influence” is built up,
and preserved.  When Drotestant ministers shall

manilest the sune hievoista, the same zeal for the wel-

fare of their people, they will soon acquire a similar
influcuce, nor shall we grudge it to them. Of this,

{he true cause of the * sacerdotal influence” which it |

hewails, the Record secms aware, for it adds:—

«There is not a yost which she (the Chureh) re-
mards it of the least importance to occupy, but the
man and the means ave ready for its occupancy. Not
a buildinz is required, however capacious or expen-
tive, but she has wealth enough toerectit,  "Thiscity
may be taken as a specimen. An accurate census
would show that she possesses, within the eity limits,
at feast two adherents to every one belonging to Pro-
lestantism ;—the propertion may be two and a small
fraction to une.  Lut of persons attired in nou-secular
costume,—all whose ime and energies are devoted 1o
the maistenance and building up ol the great ceutral
power, directly and indirectly,—there cannol be lewer
than ten to ane of those who amorg Protestaunts e
devated to the relizious instruetion, pastoral uversight,
nd otherwise to the weneral welfare of the people.
In other words, the institution of celibacy, and her
wealti, enable Rome to keep in active, uatiring ser-
vice liere,~in the persons of ¢ Nuns, ¢ Brothers,”
¢ ¥isters,” and ecclesiasties of various ovders,—{en
persous fur every one that the Protestant churches
swstain to instroel and guide the people in the ways
of rightecusuess. >

We know not i the Record meant this for a com-
pliment 5 but it is one, and a very high compliment toc,
to the zeal, prudence and iategrity of the pastors of
ihe Church in Canada. If * Celibacy,” if Orders
of Nuns, and % Christias Drotliers” be the means
which enable the Catholic Church to devote fen
times more carc to the oversight of her children, tian
she could without them, then Celibacy and Menastic
Orders, are in themselves good, as powerful means
for “instructing and guiding people in the ways of
righteousness,” We thank the Record then for
its testimony in favar of Popery, which, amply com-
pensates for its Anti-Catholic virulence, and Exeter
Hall twaddle.

%A Protestant’s Appeat To tne Dovav BinLe?

‘We have now done with our notice of this work.
We do not pretend to have noticed all the writer’s
shjections to the teachings of the Catholic Church,
tor 1o have exposed all, or even one hall of bis lalse
Satements, lalse quotations, and false arguments.—
Ve have but seized on some of-the more salient
Points; and without attempting to prove the truth of
the dogmas which our Churclh teaches, have endea-

vored carefully to limit oursclves to showing the |

groundlessness of the objections raised against them,
We have done so, lest it might seem that Catliolics
Were afraid to meet those objections, and shrank {rom
“-‘ii'".)sing‘ their belief, to the light of Secripture.

Tt Catholics hate the Bible, that its. contenls
e to e majority of them unknown, and that their
Priesthaod still seek to keep it as a sealed book to
the laity, are articles of the Protestant Faith, against
which it is in vain to argue. 'The opinion, that no
Cathotic layman is allowed to possess' a copy of, or
foread, the Holy Scriptures, authorised by the Catho-
‘Q.Clmrch, is 80 firmly rooted in the Protestant mind,

'rembling lest we may wrest it 1o our own destruc-
“tion, finding therein, not life, but deatl 5 lmubling
- ourselves in the presence of the Moast High God, in
- whose eyes the proud man is an abomination.  The
“best gifis are ever the easiest 1o abuse, the most fa-
tal, when abused ; and that the Bible may be, and
: ias been, so abused, and that the consequences have
T been most fatal, even Protestants will admit.
. Some caulion then is necessary, in using the Bible ;
i some restriclions even may be sometimes needful, as
| Protestants themselves in practice recognise. Do
' Protestant parents, generally, allow their children
ynrestricted use of the Bible T Are there not pas-
" sages, of whicl the prudent father would well desire
the tender stripling to remain in ignorance ! details
with which the pure minded mother would not wish her
. danghter to be ton conversant?  Doubtless, there
are; and therefore Protestant [athers, and mothers,
i do nol, generdlly, encourage tieir children in the
tunrestricted reading of the Iloly Scriptures, lest
I their faith and morals, should be thereby endangered.

! Asa watch{ul and loving mother, the Carhioliec Chureh

v

! thepefore does, in certain eases, place restrictions
“uptn the reading of the Bible. She does not re-
, commend its, indiscriminate use, to all, without dis-

tinction of age sex, or previous preparation; and
she does not teach that the veading of the Bible is
lindispensably necessary to all,or that it 1s the highest
“act of worship which creature can render to Creator.
| Ta so dealing, who can doubt that the Clurcl: acts
 wisely ? for what arcthe great mass ol mankind, afler
i all, but children of a larger growth ?

! This much have we thought it well to say,in reply
i to the oft urged reproach against the Church—that
she is opposed to the diffusion of he Seriptures
amongst the laity. The Church does, in certain
rases—when, in her wisdom, she believes that its pe-
rusal would be productive of infidelity and immorality
| —impose restrictions upon an indiscriminate reading
Pof the Bible ; and, if she be the Chureh of Giod, her
i conduct vequires neither apology, nor concealment.
Tt is mueh better to tell the plain truth atonce ; and,
{without attempting to win favor for the Cathnlic
! Chureh, by false prefences, to admit the fact, and to
iassign the veason. In her missionary enterprises,
fllne Church does not make it her main business to
i circulate printed copies of the Bible, because it was
not thus that the first missionaries ol Christianity
| published the Gospel--and because she does not pre-
"tend to have devised a better means of propagating
. Christianity than was appointed by Christ, and prac-
tised by Mis Apostles; she does, in certain cases,
put restrictions upon the indiscriminate reading of
the Bible, because sad experience hl shown that the
indiscriminate veading of that blessed Book has often
been the cause of heresy, infidelity, and immorality ;
because, in the liands of the Witerate and prejudiced,
the Bible is the most dangerous book in the world ;
and because we have no reason to believe that it was
ever intended for indiscriminate perusal, or as the
primary, and sole source of religious knowledge.

Tndeed, we know that it was not ; and this consi-
deration brings us back to the point {rom whence we
| started—* The One Souwrce of Religious Truth.”
This is, after all, the one point at issue, betwixt Ca-
tholics and Protestants ; the one question which takes
precedence of all others, and which must be defmi-
tively settled ere the question—¢ What s truth 7”°—
can be raised. Iaving once found that source, we
shall have no difficulty in quafling of the pure stream
of “Religious T'ruth.”

What then iz that source? We know it is 2nt
the Bible; for the streamn of Christian truth was
"flowing long ere the Bible was in existence ; and
"many a weary soul has slaked its thirst, in living wa-
“ters which never reached it through a Scriptural
'elannel. History therefore tells us, that the Bible
can not be the « Source of Religious Truth;” and
ithat the page of Scripture is not the sole divinely
appointed channel for the transmission of ie living

waters. . . .
Or taking as our starting point, the great Protest-

T
i

| ant axiom—* that nothing is (o be believed, in reli-!

L aion, but what can be read in, or proved by, the Bi-
hle”—we can prove that axiom itself to be a lie.—
re to be found in the Protestant Bi-
‘ble; no where can a passage be pointed out which
“asserts it no where is it there written that Christ
| Himsell appointed the Bible as the means of perpe-
: tuating and promulgating Iis teachings. Therefore,
:upon Protestant principles, we reject as 2 monstrous
{ absurdity, the first dogma of Protestantism. A dog-
' ma so monstrous is it, that we cannot admit it, with-
out denying it ; for we cannot believe it, without be-

lieving some _
I not be proved by, the Protestant Bible. ;
\ " YVhat then is the « Source of Religious Truth?’

t For it is no whe

!
1

|
!
i THE HISTORY OF THE IRISH HIERARCHY, with the

] ’ muslin, 153,
thing that is not to be read in, and can}

| principles— fhat nothing in matters of religion is
!l? be believed, but_ what can be provedl {rom the
{ Bible”—that the Bible is not the * Source of Ileli-
[ gious T'ruth,® nor the channe! througly which its wa-
Pters flow s and until Protestants ean adduee the 1ext,
| the ipsissima verba, of our Lovd, appointing the New
Testament writings as the sole medivin for transmit-
ting the truths of Christianity to all generations, cur
position is impregnable; and all controversy upon
matters of detail, but idle waste of time. First, let
us decide Ao truth is te be ascertained 5 then will it
be time enough to discuss the question—+ What is
Lwth?

T'a our readers, we owe an apology for the length
!'to which our remarks have c.\'tom!c«i? and which 5:1:1
;;nnt even boast of the cliarm of novelty to recom-
tmend them.  But truth, not novelry, as been our |
j object, and truth is ever old.  Cenlnries ago, the
Lcontroversy betwixt Catholicity and DProtestantism
was exhausted 5 all that can be said, lias been said,
until the controversy has become wearisome, as a
thrice repeated tale; and the utmost that the modern
can attempt is, to put in other waords, the arguments
‘ol his predecessors,  This have we cssuyuti to do ;
i feebly and imperfectly, we are well aware 5 yet still
with the hope that even our humble tribute to the
canse of truth might be not altagether unacceptable.
If, hapily, it may induee others fo seck for better
sources of information, then may we flalier ourselves
that it has wot been altogether unprofitable.

- We give the following from the Quebec Mevcury ;
it certainly does look « very like a whale :P—

Povrricar, Corresrosnexce.—Reator oF Russiax
JAxtrices s Quenee!—I seeins that au order of some
sort from the British Government (whether from the
| Privy Council or Secretary of State for the Colonies,
does not appear) has come out from England, direet-
ing the seizare of lelters sent to foieign parts, if sus-
‘pecied of being intended for Russian: and, it is as-
serted, that, two days afier the comingx out of the or-
der, a Jetter for the Emperor of Russia was actnally
intercepted, by the authorities, in the Quebee Posf-
Office, subjected to the deliberations of the Conneil

the npinion that the eontents amounted to High Trea-
son ! \What the contents of this letter were is not
positively known, bnt sufiicient has transpired 10 lead
to the belief that it embodied the following programme:
That some thousands of Russian veterans too old in
the service to desert i, influenced by large promises,
should be introduced into the Siales in eivilian diess
as peacefut emigrants, withont even their natinnality
being declared—an easy matier from the difference
of language and race in the Russian service—u depot
of arms formed onthe frontier, and, at one moment,
the whole tarush, by ril, unarmed, and unannonneed,
tv the crossing point, there 1o assnme weapous, badges
and colars, and at one dash into Canada, and attempt
Quebec by a coup de muain from the plains. {t was
further suggested that some attempt should be made
by the Russian Government {o bring about a secret
nodestading with the United States for the partition
of British territary in America =o to be arranzed as to
have the question of slavery in its present position,
that is, to give as much to the Slave States astothe
Free States, the sacrifice of the West Indies, and, if
need be, a large slice of Mexico to be incleded in
such arrangements between the two powers.

New Acent.—The Rev Mr. Byrne, of Renfrew, has
kindly consented to act as our agent for that loeality.

Per M. Enright, Quebce.~—Rev. Mr. Nelligan, 13+; Rev,
Mr. Bonneau, 153; Rev. Mr. Dimn, 1553 Seminary, 15s;
Rev. Mr. Forguis, 153; Rev. Mr. Horan, 15s; Rev. Mr. Bail-
large, 153 ; Rev. Mr: Taschereau, 15s; Rev. T. Hamel, 15s;
Rev. Mr. Huot, 15s; Hon. J. Chabot, 15s; Judge Duval,
155 ; H. Murray, 1535 C.Langeviu, 152: C. F. Langevin, 18s;
J. Deblois, 153 ; Mrs, Jellard, £1 25 6d: E. J. Charltun, £1 2«
Git; . Fitzpatrick, 15s; M. Mernagh, 153; J. Moore, 15s; T
Codd, 1553 J. Flynn, 15s: P. O'Brien, 1ls 3d: L. Cannon,
7s 6d; P. Dorion, 7s 6d; J. Teafly, 7s 6d; J. (°Leary, 75 6d;
J.Hearn, T2 6d5 W, Scanlan, 7= 6d 3 P. Methot, 79 6d; P. M,
Partridge, 73 6d; E. O*llar. 7s Gd; D. Coveny, 7s6d; J.
M¢Kenzie, 7s Gy M. Donohue, Ts tid; E. Cahil, 7s 6d; M.
Iawkins, 75 6d; P. Clarke, 7s 6d; J. MMahon, 7= Gd ; Mbes,
Yane, s 6d: T, MéTntyre, 7= 6d; D. Doanelly, 7s 6d; F.
Driseoll, 75 613 P. Batile, 7s 633 Mrs. . Murphy, 7s 6d; R.
Blackision, 7s 6d; P. Doherty, 7s 6d; J. Nolan, 7. 6d; L.
Staflord, 72 6d : M. Fitzgibbon, 7s 6d ; R, M¢Cabe. 7s Gd; J.
Foley, 7s 6d; 1. Murphy, 7 65 T, Lane, 7 6d: P. Weir, 7s
6d; Charles Peters, 7s 6d; M. Plankett, 75 6d; D. Saminon,
i 75 Od.

81 Andrews, C.E, R. M‘Donald. 10s; St. Jolns, N, B,
Rev. J. E. Dunphy, 125 Gd; Bondsville, U. 8., T. Brennan 6s,
3d: Lindsay, Rev. T, J. Chishol, 10s; Hungerford, Rev, Me,
| Begley, 1583 Gobonrg, W. Landur, 5x; Sherbrooke, P. M¢Gauy-
j Ty 125 Gl Long Pointe, Rev, Mr. Legarde, 6s 3t; Hastings,
{ Rev.l. Farcelly, £2 3 Raswdon, B. Corcora, (25 6d.
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: Supporter,

Gramd Marshal, on
Horseback.

e ;
BAND.
Two Derery Mansnats,
Supporier | BLUE BANNER OF THE CROSS | Rapporter
Boxs or rine Curistiax DoeTriNe Socinry.
Two & rewanns wiry WANDS,

Supporter | @RIGINAL HARP BANNER | Supposter
IRISHMEN OF 8T PATRICK’S CONGREGATION.
Nut Members of the St PaTtrick’s Socirty, or the
ToTaL ABSTINENCE SOCIETY,

FOUR ABREAST.

. Twao STewarns witin Waxps,
Supporter | GREEN MEDAL BANNER | Supporter.
Members Four Abreast.

sistant Marshal, on
Hoeseback.

sistant Marshal,
on Horseback.

BAND.
FOUR ADREAST.
Members Four Abrenst,
1ppu g Supporter,
with Spear, ¢ with Spuar,
Two Depviv Marsnarns.
"O.
Members Two and Two.
Diysiciaxs,.
Past Presipexts axp Vicr PRESIDENT.,.

Two Srewaens wirn Wasps,

Sap. | FATHER MATTHEWS BANNER | Sup.
MEMBERS OF THE TOTAL ABSTINENCE SOCIETY,
Two Srewarns wirne Waxsns,

Sup. | TREE OF TEMPERANCE BANNER | Sup.
Twao SreEwarbds wiTi Wanns,

§ BANNER OF ST. PATRICK,
MEMEBERS OF THE ST. PATRICK*S SOCIETY,
Two axn Tw
Supporter | LADIES? HARP BANNER | Suppartes
Two StEwauns wirg Waxsns,

Two and Twol COMMITTEES | Two and Two.
Hoxonary Mesbsers,
SECRETARLIES,

TREASURERS,

Viee Presipexss,

PRESIDENTS,

CnarLainNs axp Crency.

Supporter { ¢ D SUNBURS ANN Supposter
with Ba L-S GRAN Dg’g?&}%’[}}?§§'\hh l'R?» with Battie
tle Axe. l A : Axe.

Five Srewands Witn Waxnps.

THE Members of the ST. PATRICK:S SOCIETY, and the
TOTAL ARBSTINENCE SOCIETY, will ASSEMBLE at
ST. PATRICK*S HALL, Place d’Armes, ut EIGHT o'vlnck,
AL, from whenee they will proceed in Procession. through
(ireat St James, Bleary, and-Lagauchetiere Strects, to 81,
PATRICK’S CHURCH, where a Sermon, snituble to the
oceasion, will be preached at High Mass, and o Collection.

and the apinions of the Law afficars; who expressed | taken wp for the heneit of the poor,

On miriving at the Church entrance, the Processinu will halt,
and forin a double line, facing inwards, leaving an vpen spnee
of at least eight fvet, the Blue Banner of the Cross will 1all to
the right, and the Band to the letly, which will (so soun as the
Clergy and Presidents enter the door, fullowed by the othwer
Oflice Bearers, the Banner of St. Patrick, and the Grand Sun-
burst Bunner of Ireland,) strike vp the National Air, ¢ Sh,
Patrick’s Day.”

After Divine Service, the Procession, on being jvined by
the male portivu of the congregation of 8t, Pawick’s Chureh,
who may not he Members of any of the Sorieties, will resume
the same onder in Alexander Street, and proceed by the Hay
Market Square, MeGill and Notre Dame Strects, 10 Jneques
Cartier Square, and thenee through $t, Paul, MeGill and Great
1. Jawmes Streets, to St. PATRICK’S HALL, where the
Societies will disperse in order.

rder

JOHN McDONALD, Grand Marshal.

YOUNG MEN'S ST. PATRICK'S ASSOCIATION.

THE MEMBERS of the above-named Association wi!
ASSEMBLE at their ROOMS, Music Hall, Notre Dame
Sreet, on the MORNING of ST. PATRICK’S DAY, ut
SEVEN aelock, when the Roll will be éalled.  After which,
the Members will form in Procession, in 8t. Helen Steeet
| proceeding to ST. PATRICK’S CHURGH:

orderi—
PAND. S
. - s, 1 Supporter with
{ GRAND BANNER: [ Sipporier wi
Two Depuly Marshals,
Honorary Members.
Office - Bearers,

Two Deputy Marshals,
ST. PATRICK:S
Past Presidents and Viee Presidents,
Js:-Vicc‘ .l’residcnl. { PRESIDENT. }. 2uds Vice. President. -

in (hc-lblluwiw,-'

Supperter. with
altle- Axe.

Supporter with

Supporter with §
attle Axe.

MEMBERS, TWO ABREAST.
Battle Axe. ¢ BANNER.
Cummittee of Alanagement.

Upsn the close of Divine Service, the -Members will fonn
in Alexnnder Street, in the order above designated, the Assu-
ciation taking its avcustomed. position.in the Grand Processiva.

THE ANNUAL LANQUET 8
Of the Associalion will take place'in the Evening, at HALF-

PAST S}X, at Mr. JOHN O°MEARA’S: Tickets, Ten Shil-

lings each.

Irishmen and the frignds of Igshmen are invited to attend,

|

March. 17, 1854,

FRED: DALTON, Secretary.



