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their oﬁn. ' ;Iherre'gnlnr meeting unanimously
aduptod ibe res tuvions of the Quebec com-
- mittee. - 1heeo fi2ts are new beyond dispute.

THE VOIC: OF THE PEOYLE,

The Government organs, pariiculurly th®
Montresl Gazeite and the Toronto Mail, with
a coup'e of correspondents to the Quebec T'ele-
graph und 1he Irish Canadian (who hide their
Orange tendencies under the asaumed name
of *Trae Irish Cathalic,” eto.), finding them-
golves unable to anewer our articles on the
basif of argument, turn to abuse and deny
'I'ee PosT the right to speak in the pname of
the Irish people of the Dominion. e don't
mind the abuse, and as for the assertion that
Tax Post does not voice the sentiments of
the Irish-Cnnadian people, we leave the Irish-
Canadian people to answer that themseives,
We devote considerable of our editorial apsce
to-day to a few expressions of high commen-
dation and enconragement from all parta of
the conntry, rrgerding the honesty, the fear-
lesaness and the independence of the course
pursued by Tne Post on publioquesticns, and
particulurly in the present  political move.
ment. The value of these endorsations (ies
in the fact that they are entirely spontaneous
on the part of the people, and that they wers
not solicited to bolster up our position. They
were not intended for publication, but simply
cams as ncomnpapiments with buainess orders
for {resh or remewed subsoriptions to the
peper. This fact also goes to further empha-
sizs the simoerity and the significanoe of these
expressions of approval. It #ill be noticed
that the letbers speak the views and senti-
ments of all elasses of citizens, and from all
parts of the Dominion:—

Bravo to the Independeoce of **The Post,”
Orrawa, December 9, 1885,

Dear Sir,—Seeinu that an sutocrat Cabinet
Ministers ;ady thought fit to stop your paper,
thereby h ping to injure yonr pruspects, I hava
very great plessure tn adding my name to your
subacrivtion list. The Government rag, here,
managed, but not owned, by Mr., Whitehead,
contract broker, undertook to say that because
you have sufficient courage to denounce * the
judicia] murder" and warn the ultra Tory
Orange gaug that they cannot with impunity
carry out their savage and diabolical plans in
this country as they have done in the *‘ Dear
0)d Land,” that, indeed, ‘*your frien s in
Ottawa were much sanoyed.” I want to see
our frieads stand by you, and sh)w the Citize»
and Al that the extent of their sympathy for
the Irich 15 well known, and that their efforts to
make this question & race and creed quarrel will
prove an egregious faiiure.

Rravo to the noble, bold, fearleas and inde-
pendent apirit shown by 'L 2z PosT and London
Catkodic Record.

Yours, truly,
JouN KENNEDY,
427 Nepean street.

Scud Along the Brave Paper.
Orrawa, Dec. 9, 1885.
Drar Siz,—Pleass send us along your brave
paper. Your plucky action is worthy of en-
couragement and support. Address:
A. F. MoIxtrre, Barrister at Law, Ottawa;
P. J. Currey, Grocer, Ottawa ;

MiouAEL O’LEARY, Contractor, Nicholas street,
The Beat of Canadian ¥apers.
WeSTVILLE, Yictou County, N, 8.,

Qttawa.
Dec. 4th, 1885. }
Drar Sin,—Enclosed please find my subscrip-
tion. Continue to send me the best of Cavadian

papers, the Teor WirNess, and oblige,
Yours, ote. Patnrck MaHoNY.

Thirty-two Years a yubseriber.

DeAR S1it,—I see by the slip of paper on the
wrapper of my True WirTsEss thut my eib-
scription ter the current year expiies this
mouth. Therefore, ecc 1.5 close, I wish to ve-
pew the sauis, thus commenzing wy 32nd year
as o subseniber thereof. Yours respectiully,

Rav. J 8. O’CoNNOR,
Parish Priest of Peoth, Unt,

The @pposiic of the Cabinet Ministers Wife
Orrawas, Dee, %th, 1885,
Drar ~i,—Be good onungh to send me your
paper. Il Cfitizen here declaces thab you have
taken 2 wistaken course, bur I think you have
taken a# uobie stand in poor Riel's b half.
Tt 18 the Citizen and tha Couservative party
who have lost ground and they will find 1t oul

too late.—Address :
Mrs. Jonx Rrax, PO, Box 388.

The BlacKkest Hatred.
Avugrora, Unt., Dec, 1, 1885.

Dran Sir,—Allow me to cougratulato you
most rincerely on the finn and wmost emphatic
mabperi  woich THE t 08T hus dencvuuced the
perputrators af so foul a deed as the execution
of Louis Riel. I alro sympathize with the lrish
and French portivn of the popuiation of Quabec
in the munst wunwarrant ble «ct of violence which
has been conmitted agaiast them. Bat if you
can fo m nn idea of the feeling of the fanatica
townrds us merely from what you read in the
pubhe press, low much more pluinly are made
to feel thase who reside amongat them. 1 speak
from espw jenco, not from hearsay. Those who
wonld vutwardly profess to bs your friends, let
them speak with regard to Riel, and it is with
the black sst hutred they will mention s name.
But Ricl is not the nrst mzn who has been
sperificed by the savage uwud  bloodthirsty
Orapcemen.  Hoping you will pardon my in-
trusion on vour v.luably time, Iam you:s, de-
vatedly. A Supscrisel.

may the Caase Never Fail.
EGANVILLE, November, 1885.
S16,—We will do vur b.st in the intcrests of
your paj er. Ve wish you success 1n the noble
stand you Liave taken,
May your Canse or aper never fail,
Bold champion of Imsfuil,
rs in spirit,
You P Howarp & Co,

May tts Principles Prevall.

OriLLa, Ont., Dec. 1, 1855,
Dean Sir,—TI received copy of Tur Post,
Rev, JI. F. Lvoett, of Midland, who was hare
yesterday, offered to become a sucscribor. We
both agreed that THE Post should be sustained
at the present junmcture, Tts spirit and tone
have our hearty approval, You will plesse fiud
our two subscriptions for one year. May THE
Post prosper and may it« principles prevail.
I aan your obedient servanti .
R. A. CaMPBELL, Priest,
A Noble Stand—Ftick to It
Urrrraoop, Ont., Dec. 2, 1885,
Drar S, —Please fiud anclosed subseriptiona
for present year and for T880.

el

T, J. GILLESPIE.

£ 1P,S,—Permit me to endoras_your noble stand
n the * Riel queation.” I believe almoat every
ight-minded man will agree with you Tor &
Government to first w-igh the political results
and then hang or commute is an nct unworthy
of Canada. That the Metis hnd sore grievances
no sone men can deny.. Then in the name of
Heaven why not remedy them without torturing
the poor strugpling Jellows into rebellion? The
Indisns hed sore grievanoes too. What about
our .Irish representative? Am interested in
him, bacause he promised to be an ornament to
the Irish in Canada,” Let him beé 4 mad in this
crigiz, The French and all huneat men ought to
unite and drive from office. men so_basa and in-

it and you ars bound to win. Edward Blake is
a mno of justice wnd a ihty. Risspeech ou the
Irish questiou «ught unot to be forgotten. Am
gorry fur Lappevin ; he is a man of executive
ability. i .
Yours, &c.,
. J.G.

Splicit ot Indcpendence aud Justice.
Kngsex Farrs, P.Q., Dec. 2.

_Dean Sin—Please fi d enclosed subscrip-
tion for THE Post. It is the spirit of inde-

ndence and of justice which you have shuwn
in the Riel question which haa det- rizined me
to becoms a subscriber. Cuntinue in the same
path, holding with a firm hand the proud
standard of Catholicity, the nation's symbol of
liberty and juatice. God will bless your work,
and every Canadian worthy of the name wll be
gratsful to gou. I wish you auccess and perse-
verance, Yours sincerely,

G. E. Caroxn, Priest.

Let There Be Unlon,

St. JOHNSRURY, Vt., Dec. 6, 1883,

Dear Bir,—Last week a dozen of priests
asgembled here to attend the Forty Hours'
Devotion. Naturally we discussed the Riel
question, and we were happy to sse the position
you took in that unfortunate affair. The rev-
eral gentlemen requested me to tender you their
fehcitatiops, and to express their satisfaction
with the cburse of THE PosT. Wae all regrette
certain recent utterances of personages other-
wise highly esteemed and respected, but whom
we were comipelled to consider had taken their
in~pirations un the appreciation of French Cana-
dians from the columns of fanatical English
papers of Canada. Here in Yerni.ot we have
the entire sfmpal:hy of the Americans on this
question, hope then, dear sir, you will not
cease to favor, to encourage union bsiween the
Irish and French Canadiane. I have 300 Catho-
lic families in my parish, of which §0 are Irish,
and for the twelve yeara I have been here 1
have always remarked tbat the most cordial
union existed between the two peoples.

Yours respectfully,
. A. Borisoxavrr, Priest,

One Canadian FPaper.
Doxvap, Yowa, Nov. 30, 1885.
_Ditar Sir —I am glad to see that ooe Cana-
dian paper takes part againet the murder of
Louis Riel, Yours sincerely,
WaLTER KAvaNacH,

Why He Renewed IR Sabseription.
MaxiTICK, Ont., Dec, 3, 1883,

DEear Sir,~Enoclosed you will please find
smount of gubscription for another year. If
you nad taken any other conrse in the Riel
question I would not have renewed my subserip-
tion, Yours truly,

SternEx DoOYLE,

Once & sSapporter of &ir John.
Bata, Dec. 4, 1883,

S1n,—Please aend me five extra copies of Iaat
weoek’s TrRur WrrNxss, and oblige a once sup-
porter of Joha A., but pow quite the opposite,
Epxuxp McKENTNY.

No More Ranquets to 8Sir John.

Haris CORNER, Co. W ntworth, Ont,, }
November 30th, 1885.

8rr,—1 must congratulate you on the manner
in which Sir John A. Mactonsld? has retursed
you and the citizens of Montres! his thanks for
the magnificent banquet tendered him about ten
months ago on the 40th anniversary of his entry
into public life, Being & constant reader of
your paper, I saw an account of that great Pow-
wow. It was a great demonstration for the
Oatholics of Montreal to give an Ocange bum

mer ; he was Joho A. then. and be is John A.
now., The Hon, Edward DBlake by giving one
vote for the Qrange bill could get allthe Ornn%e-
men, to vote for him ; but all honor to him, he
did not do it, I suppose you know John
**Qur Chieftain ” voted tor the Orange bill. Sir
John hanged Riel to suit the Orange rifraf o

this Province and now he has fled the country.
I aupg:ne ** Qur Chieltain ” will be banqueted
when he comes back.

Jonx McGanx.

Best Wishies tor the Paper's Prosperlty.
Drooxs, P.t)., Dec. 9th, 1885,
Drar Sir~Enclosed plesse find my sub-
scription for 1856, which 1 :end you with my
bust wishes for the prospority vf your valusble
paper. Yours truly,
Jotis CoLLIER.

Rest Catholie Paper in Caanda.
St. Davin pr L’Avsexsireg, P.Q., Dec. Sth,
885,

Sik,—1I enclose amount « f my subseription fo
the weekly paper, Tug Trve WiTyess, Ithink
that it is the best Catholic paper in Canaca, 1
remnain yours truly,

REev. Fatuer J. G. Govrbrest.

e Likes the Paper.
Rock Ispanp, P.Q., Dec. 11th, 1885,
DeaR S1R.—1 have receiver your papers, and
fike them very much. I encloso subscription
for TROE WITNESs, Yours respecitully,
Evur Brsu~eLL.

The Prefcrence of a SeptnaZenarian,

ParLMERSTON, Ont., Dec. 3rd, 1585,
Sir,—I reques. you t» forward my paper, a8
I understand tho smallpox is dying aw .y.
receive the Montreal Herald, Kiog ton Chron-
¢ lc and thi News, but 1 prefer vours. Icon:
sider it better than the otliers, From an old

reader of 72 years of age.
Puinir P, SHEVLIN,

Canpot Well Live Withont it
Duruay, P.Q., Nov. 30th, 1885,
Sin,—Inclosed you will find my subsc iption
for another vear 1 canaot well live without
the Tuv: Wirsess. I will take i.as longas I
can see to read. I could not be content witnout
it. Yours truly,
Jonx Roxayxe.

FROM PRINCE ED\\’*&D ISLAND.
To the Elitor of Tnie Yost ¢

Sir,—Bnclosed you will find the sum of
§1 50, being my subscription to Trur Wir-
wEss for one year,

I am happy to congratulate you upon the
fearless manner in which you conduct your
paper. I feel confident in stating thut Tux
JPost stands prownioently amongss the fore-
most journals in Canada, 'FThe bold stand
taken on the Riel affair is highly endorsed by
the Irishmen of this community, oud ihe
trickery of Sir John A, Macdonald’s Govern-
ment is condemned by justice loviag peaple,
whilst vour fidelity to * Faith and Father-
land” is highly appreciated by cur generous
hoarted countrymen herc, and I haope that
you may receive guch suppor fro.n Irishmen

as you unremittingly deserve,
¥ ¢ J. T. GARLAND,

Fort Aucustus, Lot 36.
Fort Augustus, P.E.L, Dec. 8, 1883,

E———————

THE PARLIAMENTARY FURND.

Tye trensurer of the Moutreal branch of
the Irish National League, Mr. T. Buchanan,
has received an acknowledgment from Rev.
Dr. O'Reilly for the firat instalment of one
thousand dollars contributed to the Irish Par-
liamentary Fund, Dz, O'Reilly saysit looka.u
if Eoglish Commoners will allow the Ir.uh
members * breathing room” in the coming
Parliament, Thore is always breathing room
for those on top, and to-day, after a sharp,
bitter struggle of six yesrs, Mr. Parnell a_nd
his party are on top. The success whl_uh
has attended the efforts of the Irish

capable, © I would, -of -vourse, counsel modera-
tion and endorse your good seneo in resorting to

nothing but constitutional agitation, . Btick to-

i

National Party is largely due to the
aid received from Amerion and Anetralis.

Owing to factions opposition set up in the
Irich constituencies, the League at home has
i been compelled to spend enormous sums of
money te return tho Nationalist members,
i cven where the so~called Loyalista had not
taghows of o chance, The League treasury
i kak, in consequence, been scverely taxed,
and the Irish people obread owe it to
the Irish party to give it their
financial sapport during the coming
Parliament untif the Brtish House of Com-
mons has granted self government to Ireland,
Many of the Irishmen of Montreal have still
to contribute their share towards this worthy
and patriotic object. We hope they will not
ghirk their duty in this crisis, which may
mark the era of Ireland’s liberty.

“THE ENGLISH MINORITY IN ABJRC1
SLAVERY TO THE MAJORITY.”

Tre Victoria Warder, the Tory organ in
Lindeay, Ont., entertaina some rather start-
ling ideas of the relations which exist between
the Euglish speaking Canadisna and the
French Canadiens of the Province of Quebec.
To judge from the tone of that and other
Tory Orange paperas one wonld imagine that
Ontario was a neighbor of Timbuctoo instead
of Quebec, ao little knowledge do its public
writers display of our Provincisl inatitutions,
laws and customs. The iguoramce or the
malize, or both, of the Vicioria Warder goes
so far as to say that the Epglish mirority in
Quebec are in abject elavery to the majerity,
who are in turn epslaved to intolerance,
bigotry and superstition, The loyal citizens
of Ontario are then usked if they are goiny to
saffer their brethern of Quebec to coptinue in
such a state ? Itis worth while quoting the
ipsissima verba of the Victoria Harder :—

The GGlobe and the PosT boust that, 1n the
rebellious meetings in Montreal and throuvgh-
out Quebec, there was no breach of the pence
True~—but is not a mad dog orderly so long as
left alone. The Protestants there kuow o
trick worth two of opposing & Quebec mob,
They have not forgotiecn how thousands of
those heroes boldly attacked n delicate young
man named Hackett, a few years since, and
made mince meat of him. They attack
one or two defencelesa fellows whenever
found, but skulk off when opposed
by even half their pumbers. The people of
Ontario may as well awaken vhemeelves to
the fact that the great mass of Quebec's citi-
zens are enslaved, the greater partian ta fin-
tolerance, bigotry and superstition ; and the
minority, the English part, in abjeot slavery
to the majority. Shall the loyal citizens of
Ontario suffer their brethren, fellow mortala
in Quebec, to continne in ruch s etate ? Or
shall we ever have a more fitting occasion
than the present to wipe out the religious
and race prejudices "

The Warder acts too much like a mnarling
cur, and, we have no doubt, is hideously
offensive to the vast bulk of the people on
whose behalf it officiously takes up the
cudgela. The Warder, and all those like it,
would do well to bear in mind that nowhere
is a minority so well, 50 tolerantly and so
generously treated as the Protestant minority
in this Provirce of Quebec, All their reli-
gious and civil rights are abundantly protect-
ed, and their ghare in the public honors and
places of trust is more than what strict
numbers would eatitle them to. In this
respect they are 100 per cent, better treated
in Quebec than the Catholic minority in
Outario,

We sce hers as Mr. Turte pointed ont in
his letter to the Meail, what cennot Le seen
in any of the other Provinces ; constituencics
exclusively or largely Catholic sad French
returping members to the Legisiatures who
are Luglish Protestunts, The cities of Que-
bee aud Montreal and elsewhere have elected
and will elect their English [rotestant
mayors wnd other municipal oflicers ; but
show us an English or Irish or French Catho-
lic ever elected in ['oronto or apy other large
city of Ouatario to similar positions.

Whereve intolerance and bigotry may
flourish, they are not flourishing plants on
soil where Catholics are in the majority, no
matter of what nationality.

The Warder talks of the English minority
being in abject slavery to the [rench! This
abuse of the truth would be unworthy of
notice or contradiction ooly that there are
lotsa of gomes in Outario who, not ktnowing
the difference would be ready to swallow such
rubbish. For their benefit we may tell them
that the entire English speaking minority only
form about a fifth of the population of the
Province; and yet of the six memblera which
constitute the Provincial Cubimet two are
Protestapt representativer--dessre.  Lynch
and Robertson—und one Irish representative
in the p-rson of Mr. Flynn. They also send
gome fiftecn Eaglish-epeaking member both to
the Local and to the Federal Houses, and the
small Protestant minority of the Province has
arepresentative in the Dominicn Cubinez,

That does not look like exclusion or
slavery,

Then in the distributjon of public offices,
the minority more than holds its own, which
cannot Fe said of the Catholic minerity in
Ontario. For instunce, in the fifteen depart-
ments of the Provincial Civil Service the
French-Canadian employees draw salaries to
the amount of $110,456, while the aslaries of
the English-spenking employees amount fo
§42,750, or exactly twice the amount more
than what their numbers entitle them to.

After digesting thoss facts and figures we
would atrongly recommend the Victoria
Warder and its other Tory Orange chums to
leave well enough alone in Quebse, and if
they want to wipe out any roligious or race
prejudices to take a survey of their own dirty
intariors and tbe dark smelling corners that
still linger in Oantario, and they will find a
naugeous coating of prejudice, national and
religious, which will take all their time and
goud will $o wipe ont forever, :

SRR

RCHBISHOP TACHE AND THE MINIS-
ARC TEBIAL ORGANS,

Tug Ministerial organs have not been put
in the best of humor by the publication of

in the North-West, Thisaolemnutterance of

ArchbishopTache’s manifesto on the situation

His Grace has bee to them as 80 much hsnd-

eg their pambers ivcvease, th:rc toils and

writing on the wall, and in consequence their | Suflerings are intensitied.”

perturbation of mind and despair of political
redemption bave been greatly increased, Tho
very circumstance which has drawn this
unassailable testimony to the truth and to
justice, from the pen of the great archbishop
of the Northwest, is enough to shatter their
odious and unpatriotic effarts to whitewash a
criminal administration, His Groce, in open-
ing his letter, declares that, notwithstanding
the cruel anguish, the painful emotions snd
the mental suffering which he has experienced
at the sight of the distress and ruin around
him, he would still have kept silent
if certain partisans and organs ‘‘hsd not
‘¢ used his name in & manner equally unjuat
** and disloyal” in the discossion on North-
West affuir:;, and had not persisted in *¢ forc-
‘“irg upon him ideas which he never enter-
¢ 1ained and jeelinga which he repudiates.”
The Montreal Gazette this morning ap-
proaches the formidable pronouncement of
Mgr. Taché in a two column article, which
breathes neither defiance nbor triumph. It
could muster up neither sufficient audscity
nor pervereity to throw the document back in
the Archbishop's face, as Sir John Macdonald
did with the arraignment of the Government’s
policy in the North-West by Edward Blake
on tho floor of the House. Nor does the Gazeite
utter a triumphant cry that the Government
has been vindicated by His Grace, and that
opposition-to them is treason and means a
war of rnces and of creeds. The Gazette
reeled under the atoggering blow delivered by
the Archbishop in the following words :—

Minds too superiicial, alas? or
too interested 1o take a serious
and impartial view ot our diflicul-
ties, consider that they have
accomplished their duties as
citizens by exclaiming : ¢ Riel is
the cause of all the harm, it was
he who did all, he has paid for it,
the country is safe now.” This
explanation is so unressonable
that, »t it were accepted, we might
expecet new disturbances in the
near future. * * Therefore it is
deceiving one’s selt, or striving to
decrive others, to throw on one
man alone the causes of the mis-
tortunes which we all deplore.

No, the country is not now safe because Riel
is in his grave ; it will De eafe only when the
men who brought the rebellion abaout by their
misgovernment will bave been harled from
power and chastized for their sins against the
country and the people. The organs and par-
tisans of the Government cannot deceive an
entire people. These bave eyes to see and ears
to hear, and they will not remain deaf or blind
to the cries of the oppressed populution of
the North-West. The vauee of the misfortunes
of the hulf-breeds and Indisns was not anni-
hilated on the scuffold at Regina,

THE WHRITE SLAVES OF LABRADOR.

Tue ** great North-\Vest” and the ** Weat”
in general monopolizes 80 much attention in
parliament and press that people have little
time to give much attention to what lea in
the east. Yct it seems that there iz existing
at the present moment on the enstern coast
of Caunada.a condition of things whicn are
simply terrible, cruel and disgraceful, and
demand immediate remedy. Most people
buve read of the slave ships and the miceries
of their wretehed inmates at sen snd their

eulferings  when  banded over te the
tender mercies  of  their  purchaners,
But these horrors, s0 often deseribed,

cum, it wppears, be witnessed at cur own
doors, and the color of the victims is not
black, but white, Ior half & century past a
aystem of female labor has been cultivated in
conacction with the Luhrodor tisheries, which,
when investigated, is semething terrible.
Nvune too scon an agitstion hau been com-
menced in Newloupdland, havieg for its
ohject the suppreseion of what ie nothing
more than an outroge on civilization. The
press bas taksn up the subject, in consequence
of a reference in no measured terma to the
matter by the Chief Justice of the island.
The grand jury have endorsed his opinions,
and now, the ball set rolliug, 1t is probable
that semne bencfits may come. Seo far so good,
but it is torrible that a condition of affsirs of
the nature in question should have lecn
tolerated for so muany years, Thediscovery—
for it appears thut this old evil is to some
extent u dizcovery to a large proportion of
the community—has revealed a sad con-
dition of things, It appears that Juring
the fishing season women are shipped to
Librader under very innumon  ctrcum-
stapers, aed the whole traflic i3 of
u character quite as bad in degree ps tho
cow criminal slave trade. An idew of tho
evils which are cryiug for remedy may be
gleazcd from the following passnge extracted
from o Maritime paper :—

Tt ig calenlated by competent judges, that
not lesa then 4,000 women are cvery year
carried to Labrador in wretched small vesecls,
fearfully overcrowded, without sny attention
to comfors or accommodation—any separation
of the cexes, any meuns even of cooking, in
many inatances. The women and childroa are
pucked together iu the dark, pestifergus holde,
where acenes of suffering occur renfigding us
of what we have read regurding the.gd¥rors of
*'the middle passsge’ in the palmy/days of
slavery. ‘The voyage averages from ten duys
to a tortnight. To crown the horrurs, it is &
common practice for whole families to embark
carrying with them their domestic animals—
pouitry, gonts, pigs, dogs—if left behind thece
would perish by hunger. Iancy thecondition
of & vessel currying snch a human and asimal
cargo. Imagine the sufferings of these poor
sonls during « storm; snd bad weather going
to Labradorand returning home, iu Octobor and
November, is the rule along these rugged,
storm-beaten shores. On arriviog ot their
destination, after the sufferings endured on
board, they have to set to work, in the first
place, to olear out the huts which have bean
filled with snow and ice during the winter,
and these are still unmelted, In these huts,
built of sods, saturated with moisture, they.
find shelter ; and for four months they toil
bard catching and caring the cod, When
winter approaches, they are again packed on
board as before, aud if the wvessels escape
wrecking, they reach home‘:with enough
earned to keep them alive during winter. So
-the woary round goes - on, year:by. vear, add

Another gentleman describes ag follows the
condition of one of the vessels be was called
on to visit. He writes :—

I was reguested to visit a poor woman dying
of consumption. My guide teck me down the
hatchway. I had to crawl on my hands and
knees. Here Isaw, by tho dim light of a
lantern, men, women and children stowed
away in every hole and corner. The noise
of the children crying—men and women,
some scolding, some singing, was enough to
drive any one ineane ; not to speak of a
mother who only two days previous had
given birth to a child ; and the poor creature,
the object of my visit, pasping for breath
apon & bed fixed between two boxes, there
only being about six inches hetween her and
the deck of the vessel. But the stenca was
something more fearful than the mnoise, and
this was owing to dogs, goats, etc., heing in
cloas proximity, \Vhen I got back on deck
L waa theukful, The deck, Ishculd add, was
lnmbered up with puncheons, casks and punts,
8o that a female or a child would have & poor
chance to got out of the hold in a case of
emergency. Aund on that vessel, as on others,
the hatchway was covered up, when out at
#ea, unless the timo was very fine, which ia
an exception in the full. I will let the reader
imagine the hald of that vessel during a
storm at sea, That vessel in not an exeeption.
Yot may guess why so many women and
children were lust during the lute storm on
Labrador.

This horrible condition of society oxists in
the midst of our civilization !. . Here are
human betugs every year treated in a manner
which the law does not allow to bo extended
g0 the cattle which leave our ports, and until
now it does not seem to have been anyone's
business to interfere or investigate the sub-
jeet, Newfoundland is not in the Dominion,
but Labrador is, and so the press and peoplo
of the Confederation may do something to
bring akout the nbolition of this white stave
trade. 'The degradation of these women and
children is to a great exteut o matter belong-
ing to thia country ns well as to Newfound-
land,

THE MARCH OF THE SIX IUNDRED
MACDONNELL MEN,
A LEAF FROM THE

—————

WAR OF IS812,

BY JOIIN FRASER, MONTREAL.

No, 17,

The march of the Macdonunell men !  They
were not all Macdonnells, neither were they
all Glengnarrinns, nor even Scotchmen., In
that Drave little band of 600, led by
Red George—Colonel George Macdonnell
of the Glengarrice, the hero of
Ogdensburg! The officers were nearly all
Scotchmen, or at least bore Scotch names,
but fally five-sixths of the men were sturdy
young French wvoyageurs and hardy shanty
men, The woodman’s axe and the boatman's
onr or paddle were as playthinge in their
hands. They were just such kind of men as
had lately served in the Canudian contingent
under General Wolseley in the land of the
Pharoshe,

Come, young Canuadisn readers, let ua go
back some three score years and ten, to the
month of October, 1813 ; to those dark but
glorious duys in the past history of our
country—to those days when our noble and
bravo ancestors had to defend a frontier ex-
teuding over ope thousund wiles ia length
ugainst the asssults of an enemy ten times
their nuinber, munfully fucing overy invusion
and fioally drivieg thu cuemy trum our
borders ! The story or the sketch of suwe of
the deeds of our Tathers will, assuredly,
strike semo chord in  the * pencs hound
pulees " of the youny Canndian heart,

The celebrated march of gixty two Engplish
miles in twonty six hours by the Light Devi-
ston, under Cruwford, to reach the ticld of
Tuluvera, to protect wad caver the roteent of
the British army under Lord Wellington—
after thut terrible fight, which Wellington
had won but wus obliged atterwards to re-
treat or fall back wnd to tuke up unother
position——ig fumilinr to everyono the least
acquainted with the marches, the counter-
marches, and the buttles of the Peniveulur
war.

The writer, ag a boy, was intimate with
many of the men of the 95:h Rifles, one of the
Regiments of that Ligh: Division, and he now
recalls the delight with which he listened to
the stirring stories of the old soldiers, QOuly
seventeen men, wo believe, fell oug of the
rcnks during that long march of sixty-
two miles. Nearly at every leaguo of their ad-
vance, cavalrymen from the field of Talavera
met them, reporting progress of the action,
und then conveying back tu Lord Wellington
the wzleome news of the ateady and sure ad-
vance of Cruwford und his men to his support
The excitement pervading all ruunks was in-
tense ! Ivery man knew the distunce whewd
to ho reached, and he could count, almost to a
certainty, the very tou- of the urrival of the
division on the field to join in the fight ur to
cover and protect the rear of the now retrent-
ing British army,

The formution of military cumps close by
the Canadinn frontier, ¢ ctending from Platts-
burg to Detroit, during tho summer and
autamn of 1813, guve evidenco of impending
coming cvents, the sum and substosce of
which was to strilie a decided blow for the
reduction of Czpada before the clese of that
year. The Americans had made themselves
musters of the wholo Western Amherst.
burg frontier, having dispersed the British
force upnder (ieneral Proctor.  Oanly a fow
hundreds of Proctor’s men cacaped by fulling
back and retreating through the then dense
foreuts of westorn Canada by way of Ancaster
to the entrenched position ut Burlingron
Heights, Iort George, at the mouth of the
Niagara, was gtill in tho possession of the
enemy.

Ta cur atory or sketeh :—¢ The march of
the Macdonnell men.” It was nob altogether
& march, It wus partly 8 march and partly
a snil—a nail of 170 miles down the rapids of
tho St. Luwrence, from Kiogston to Beau-
harnois, and a march of some 20 milea from
Beauvharnois through the backwooda to
jein  and support  the rear  of
DeSalaberry’s small force then facing, watch-
ing snd disputing the advance of Humpton’s
army of twenty times their number, Thia
extraordinary eail and morch of 190 miles
was performed in the almest incredible short
space of time of sixty hours of actual travel
atter leaving Kiogaton until they reached the
battlefield of Chateaugusy ! ,

Sir Goorge Prevost, the Commander in-
Chiet of the British army in Canada, wus at
Kingaton on the 20th of October, 1813, The
American army of fome 10,000 strong
was then concentrating in the nelgh-
baurhood of Kingston, mnsking preparations
for a descent of tho St. Luwrence to atlack
Montreal. Hampten’s army of about’ the.
same strength, watched by DeSalaberry, was,
advancing on Montreal by way of Chatean.
guay, to form a junction with Wilkinson on the
gbores of Lake S8t, Louis above - Lachine,

Tht}:sa were dark days for the fate of Moats
real.

Prevost mounted his horse at Kingston to
proceed by re-lays of horse with all possible
epeed by land to the threatened points in
Lower Canada. Before starting he sent for
Macdoanell (Colonel (George) who had lately
been appointed to the command of a battalion
of French Cunadian Fencibles Macdonnell was
then at Kingston, organizing and drilling that
newly raised regiment. Prevost asked him
if his men were it to proceed to Chateangusy,
and how scon.

Macdonnell's reply was :—** That his men
were ready to embark eo soon aa they had
dinner !” Plucky boys, such was the ma-
terial cur Canadian army of 1812 was com-
posed of. Prevost gave him carte blanche,
simply enjoining on him to throw his whole
foxce in tront of Hampton's advance.

If we may use a vulgar term, Macdonnsll
found himeelf in *“s fix,” He had not only
to find boatas, but to secare pilots to conduct
his force down the dangerous rapids of she
St. Lawrence. These preparations, fortu-
nately, did not take much over three hours.
Every man was then on board, That eail of
170 miles down the St. Lawrence from King-
aton to Beauharnois, in open boats, was quite
a different undertaking to u sail nowadays in
oue of our well-built and well-equipped lake
steamers.

Macdonnell and his six hundred had ogly
batteau and common flat bottom boats or
scows, row boats, with paddle and oar to
propel them, to face the dangers of the Long
Sault, the Coteau, the Cadars and the Cascade
rapids ; the breaxing of an oar or the loss of &
paddle would be a serions matter to them.
But these boats contained not only brave
men, but men skilled in the dangsrs of the
navigation through which they had to pass;
o goodly number of them were old voyageurs,
having many times previonsly faced the dan-
gers then ahend of them.

It was just 53 years before that time, in
1760, when General Amherst passed down
these same rapids from Oswego with his
army of about 10,000 mer, advancing on Mon-
treal, losing in one of these rapids—the
Coteau—03 battenux and 8S men. Macdonnell
did not lose one boat or one mar in his
descent. N

Besides the dangers of the rapids, this little
force after loaving Kingston hed to work its
way through the gunboats and the armed
schooners attached to Wilkinson's force, and
on their onward course through the Thousand
Islands and down the St. Lawrence they
were exposed at all points tw the enemy’s
marksmen and to the guns at the various
fortified posts as they passed, camsing them
to be on their guard the whole way and to
hug closely the Canadian shore, out of the
roach ot the enemy’s bhulleta.

They reached Beauharnois on the evening of
the 24th October, 1813, (baving encocuntered
a fonrful storm on Lake St. Louis, after clear-
ing the Cascades llapids,) thence from Beau-
harnois, by a midaight march, in Indian file,
of 20 miles, through the backwoods, arriving
at DeSalaberry’s resr at early morning of the
25th—ever-to-be-remernbered 25th day of
October, 1813, in advance of Sir George
Pravost, who had ridden down by relays of
horage.

On Provost meeting Macdonnell, he ex-
claimed in o tonoe of great surprise:—**And
whare are your men, Maodonnell 1’ * There,”
said Macdonnsll, pointing to six hundred
wora out men sleeping all around on the
ground, not one man missing! Thus ac-
complishing the distance from Kingston to
the battlefield of Chateauguay, 170 miles by
water and 20 miles by land, in eixty hours of
actual travael !

What a timely sriival was Macdonnell's
force to DeSalaboerry, whose whola force pre-
vious to this did not exceed four huandred
men, That same doy, the 25th of October,
lampton's ndvance was arrested, and then
begun a retreat, nn ignominious retreat, be-
foro a force now incroased to ahout one then-
and men, not one tenth of the invading
army—that 18, counting, all their ranks,
rezulnrs snd militin,

It is not our intention to chromicle the
mnny during feats of DeSallaberry’s little bund
of Canadian vehigeuraand the hardships they
hud to endure for weeka in watchiog and dis-
puting the ndvnnee of Hampton's army, but
simply to record, ng at the head of this arti-
clo: ‘**The muarch of the 600 Mucdonnell
men,” and we huve done this to the best ot
our humble ubility,

Neventy-two years have come and gone
since the meoting of Macdonnell and De-
Sulaberry on the battlefield of Chatosuuuny !
This was o meeting ot two kindrod spirits—
brothers in arme! Maedonvell was o true
representative of the Highland gentleman of
the old time, descended from a family
of soldiers. War, for centuries, had beem
their trado or profession, The same might be
said of all Highlanders at the beginning of
the last century. Scotch names could then
be found in every army of Europe. France
can boust of her celobrated Murshal Mao-
dounsld. DeSalaberry wes a true type of a
French nnhleman, a worthy representative of
an old French family, The DeSalaberrys
were early eettlers in French Canada.

The most striking historical feature of these
two Cwnudinng is this :—They were repro-
sentatives of twu noble fimiliea which,
seventy years hefore the meeting of these two
men at Chateauguny, were in orms agoinst
the erown of Grent Britain. The Mac-
donnells were all out in  the re-
bellion of 1743, olosing with fatal Calloden.
DeSalaberry's ancestors were then szoldiera
of old France, Yamay here add that in
religion they belonged to the same church,
the Church of Rome. If we mistake pot,
there were two DeSalaberrys at the storming
and fall of Caidad Rodrigoe, in Juvuary, 1812,
one in the British the other in the French
ermy.

Ve, as Canandisos, are allowing our old
landmarks to pass out of romembrance or to
full into decay. Would it not bo a ftting
tribute of respect to the memories of those
two nohle Cunadians to mark the apot where
they first met ? If nothing Dbetter, let
ny erect a simple Maypole, or a Cross, after
tho Canadian custom, or better still, a Sgotch
Chuirn, composed of loose stones, headed with
the followiog inscription :—¢¢ Thia is the spot
¢ where DeSalaberry and Macdonnell mot on
¢ the 25th day of October, 1813."

Stoney Creek and Chateaugnay will ever he
poted as turning poirts in the war of 1812,
Harvey, with his soven hundred and four
unlosdeld muskets and flintlesa looks checked
theadvanceof Dearborn’sarmy atStoney Creek
on Sunday morning, the 8th of June, 1813,
Harvey’s force was composed of fully
three fourths regulars, DeSalaberry, with
his’ small force of voltigeurs, consisting of
nine tenths of young French Canadian boya
and voyngeurs, watched for weeks, and
finally arrested and checkerd the advance of
Hampton's srmy, then on full march te Mont-
real. Thia ia a bright feather, gracing for all
time the bonnets of our young [rench Cana-
dian boys, les bonnsis rouge, and. the tugues
blen of Lower Canada, : L
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