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" PROSELYTISM IN THE WEST OF
JRELAND.
LETTER THE FIRST.
(From the Special Commissioner of the Weekly
Telegraph.)

As “#the pew reformation” in the West of Ire-
tand seems to engross a large share of public atten-
tion at present—as the system of proselytism appears
¢o be shrouded in a good deal of mystery—a detalle_(l
account of what 1 have witnessed, during a tour in
Connemara, may not be unacceptable to the public.
T have travelled over those wild and remote, but in-
teresting  districts, which Bishop Plunket and the
Church missionaries have made the _scene of }hmr
evangelical labors.  Upon close inquiry and minute
investigation, I am_ now enabled to lay before the
public the rise, progress, and working of the entire
«ystem of praselytisal in West Galway. T will hazard
1o assertion—advance no statement, which I am not
in a position to substantiate. I write from no vague
surmise, but from what T liave seen and heard.

The present organised mode of proselytism dates
from the famine of 1846, and the subsequent fears
of distress and destitation cnabled its propagators to
inature their plans and complete their modus operandi.
In the most wretched localities and inaccessible dis-
tricts, where the cheek of youth, paled and shrivelled,
and the step of age, shrunk and tottered from the
eltfects of lmine—where Iabor was unemployed, and
relief impossible—in the deep recesses of the moun-
win, and along the wild and desolate sea-board of
the Adantic, where the famished wretches crawled
1o the shore, and ate (in the language of one of !hc
inhabitants) * the sea weed, and every creeping thing
along the beach ;7 it was there, T say, that the tempter
first mrde his appearance, and, with bribes of meal,
money, and clothes, souglt to seduge the victims o_f
pestilence and famise {rom their ancient faith.  Urtil
the church ol their fathers had been pronounced
« dannahle and idolatrous”—uatil the so-called « er-
vers of Rema™ had been rencunced, and the tenets
of Trolestantiem accepted—the relief which wmet
their famishing gaze was craclly withheld.  In cabins
along the roads “Jumper schools” have been estab-
lished,  "To each of these a hoiler is attached for
supplying Tndian meal stirabout ta the pupils, who are
fed like swine out of small wooden trouzhs or plat-
ters. They receive a larger supply and a hetter
quality of ratiens than they would get in the poor-
house, and the more destitule receive, in addition to
what is distributed iu the school, a balf pound of meal
to bring to their places of abode. The few adults
arve indiuced to atiend church, on Sundays, by small
donations of maney, distributed immediately after
the conclusion of service. "Lhe begeing-box is sent
vound, which is rather an unusual thing in 2 Protest-
chureh, and a colleetion made from the respectable
portion of the congregation; and the money thos
vealised is doled ont to the miserable pervertsin sums
of twa-pence, three-pence, and sometinies six-pence.
"The distribution of food and clothes in the schools,
and money in the churcles, constitutes the principal
items of Lribery which Twas able to discover beyond
doubt or question.  T'o each of the schools both a
master and mistress are generally atiached. Their
salaries amount to £36 and £26 respectiveiy. There
are also one or two Scripture teachers, or Bihle
readers, in connexion with every school, and their
business is to expound the word, explain diflicult pas-
sages, clear up controverted texls of Scripture, and,
above all things, to point out * the ervors” and ¢ idola-
try” of Rome. Ou those Bible readers. also, de-
volves the 1ask of training the “readers,” who are
paid according to the nwmber of persons they can
procure to listen to their instraction.  The lowest
salary of those readers average eight shillings per
month. They are generally selected from the elder
pupils of both sexes, and they spread themselves over
the district in scarch of persons who will permit them
to read in their presence a verse or two of Scripture.
T'he names of such parties are duly enfered by the
young “readers,” who make a return of them to
their Seripture teachers, and they are set down either
as “ converts,” or approximating to conversion; and
the © readers” are rewarded in proportion to the num-
ber of hearers they can obtain, The chureh mis-
sion has a district treasurer, who pays the staff once
a month ; and if there be any flagging in zeal, falling
oft in faith® or any remissness whatever in the
discharge of the appointed duties, the amount of re-
muneration is measured accordingly. The schools
are frequently visited by laymen, who have a stake
n proselytism, and they are also regularly inspected
by the DProtestant: minister in whose living the school
Is situated. "The education in all the schools which
I have visited is of the most wretched kind. The
Bible is the sole class-book, and out of it they are
faught to spell and read. The greater number of

the pupils cannot read a word, and the more advanced.
classes read very badly. ‘They are quite ignorant of
Linglish grammar and geography. I did not find one
pupil in all the schools I inspected who could tell me
where Belfast was situated. Some said it was in
LEngland—athers, that it was the capital of Dublin,
and several said-it was eitler in Louth, Galway, or
Cork. They are principally instracted in the con-
troversial portions of the Seripture, and imbued with
the most horrible ideas of Roman Catholicism. 'The
schools are not furnished with the ordinary requisites,
such as maps, books, &e., and Bible irstruction, the
inculcation of hatred to the Roman Cathelic religion,
appears to be the sole object of their founders, T ;
observed that the children [for the most part were
very badly clothed, and I found, on inquiry, that
clothes were now partially withlield, in consequence
of large numbers, who Lad formerly received food
and clothing, having returned to the Cathiolic Clurch
during the vecent visitation of the Archbishep of
Tuam. I was peculiarly struck with the appearance
of a large parridge-boiler, erccted at one end of a
schiool house, which has been recently  licensed” as
a church by Doctor Plunket, whilst the pulpit stood
over against it at the opposite end of the room.—
After a calm, careflul, and unprejudiced review of the
whole system, 1 liave come to the conclusion that,
so far from making geod DProtestants, it is merely
calenlated to produce habits of idleness, dependence,
and bypocrisy—to generate infidelity, and cause its
dupes to regard religion as a thing of on necessity.
In wy nest communication, I will hegin with the
district of Qughterard, which is the key to Conne-
mara, and the first stronghold of ¢ Tumperism.” I
will give some details of the working of the system,
and adduce facts which will enable the public to form
a just estimate of ils progress and characler. Be-
fore 1 bring the account of my tour {o an end, T am
satisfied that the disclosures which T am cnabled to
make, and the agencics had recourse to, for the per-
version of the starving peasantry of Connemara,
which I shall be in a position to wnmask, wili ereate
such feelings in the minds of the public at large, and
make even the English contributors to the proselytis-
ing funds shrink {rom {uture contact with a thing,
which is associated with such an amount of misery
and desolation.
OUGHTERARD DISTRICT.
SOCIAL COXNDITION OF THE PEOPLE. |
The town of Oughterard is pleasantly situated on |
a little mountain river which falls into Lough Corrib, |
a shart distance below the military barracks. [t lies |
on the direct road {rom Galway to Clifden, fourteen
miles from the former. Previous to the failure of
the potato crop, it wasa thriving little town, and had |
the advantage of being the centre of an industrious
and independent vural district.  TFrom Galway to!
Oughterard the ground {is rvough aud camparatively |
unproductive, On the left, a Jow ridge of barren !
mountain streteches in a northerly district, whilst, on
the right, the Jand slopes down to the margin OFE
Liongh Corrib, and affords some exeellent tillage and |
grazing. Tinmediately behind the town the mountains |
presentall the rugged leatures of Connemara scencry. !
The place now reminds one of “ 'The Deserted Vil- |
iage,” where the bustle and animation which are sure |
indications of progress can no longer be observed.—
The only employment that the place affords is to be
found amongst the farmers; but as agricultural ope-
rations are carricd out here on a very limited scule,
and entirely suspended during the winter months, the
able-bodied Inborers are forced to scek shelter and
support in the crowded workhouse, which even now
contains five hundred and fifty inmates, only two of |
whom are Protestants. The greatest destitntion
prevails amongst the peasantry.  They ave generally
lodged in rude huts, which afford not the slightest
protection against the inclemency of the weather.—
Somelimes we may sce a cabin comnposed of sods
and stones, piled up against a bank of earth, with
heath or rushes for thateh, and a few boards fastened
together to serve as a door. To look into one of
those squalid abodes is enough to sicken the heart of
any man, no matter how accustomed he may be to
such scenes, or how steeled to human suffering.—
There are exceptions, however, to this state ol
things, as the farmers who were enabled to cutlive
the famine and retain their holdings are rather im-
proved in circumstances. 'With the solitary excep-
tion of A. O’Flaherty, Esq., M.P., the landlords of
this district do not recognise Lhe principles of tenant
right. Qughterard belongs to the parish of Kileum-
min. The rural portion comprises an area of 108,734
acres, and in 1841, it bhad a population of 10,106,
and 1,792 inhabited houses; but, from the general
appearance of the country—unroofed walls and le-
velled houses meeting the eye in every direction—I
am sure that the population of Kileummin, which be-
lonas to the barony of Moyculien, scarcely numbers

5,000 souls at present. It would be impossible to

draw a trae picture of the miserable appearance of

the naked and famine-stricken crealures which the
traveller encounters along those mountain roads.

PROSELYTISM.

During the famine of 1846 the grovadwork of ;

proseiytism was lard in the district of Qughterard, its
chief scat being at a place named Glan, six miles he-
low Gugliterard, on the shores of Lough Corrib. Cn
the 18tk of September I visited the proselytising
school in Oughterard, anid found sisty children pre-
sent. 'The children were at breakfast at the time,
and the teacher told e that they all got breakfast
every day. There is a male and female teacher at-
tached to this schoo), but there seemed to be nn
classification of the sexes, as they werc all mingled
together in the sehool-room. T only saw two maps,
and their class-book was the Bible.
camplaingd of the want of other baooks and school
requisites, but said that the Church Missionary So-
ciety had promised him a supply shortly, 1 examined
the most advanced class, which consisted ol boys and
girls averaging about twelve years of age, and found
them extremely deficient in every thing except in
controversial texts of Scripture. There is a Serip-
ture teacher permanently attached to this school,
whose business it is te explain the disputed texis and
difficult passages to the children 5 and the construe-
tions o' this man supersede the interpretation of the
learned commentators who have edited the Douay
version of the Bible. Theschool is regularly visited
by the Drotestant clergymen, who also indoctrinate
the minds of the chiidren with their peculiar religious
views. As the patrons of this school lay the great-
est stress upen the teaching of the Seripture, every
ather branch of edueation is comparatively neglected ;
but it is lamentable 1o observe how the young minds
of those children arc perverted on thie most sacred
subjects.  When T asked the tencher if there were
any Catholic pupils in the school, a little airl, about
thirteen years of age, quickly said. ¥ We are all
Cathiolics, but not Roman Catholics.”  When asked
to deflue the distinction which she had drawn, she
seemed abashed, and remained silent until prompted

i by the mistress, when she said, “ Oh, Roman Catho-

lics believe things that Catholics do not believe, and
they do things that Catholies do not; they believe

that their chureh is built on St. Peter, and sure, you |
tknow, if’ it were built on St. Peter, it would be built |

on Satan, for St. Deter {fell.”  When T asked her
il she called St. Deier Satan, she blushed and made
noveply. Asa prool of the eharitable and Chlristian
doctrine with which the minds of those children are
imbued, I may remark that one of the smartest of
the boys told me, that any one who died cutside of
the Protestant chureh would be damned.  "The salavy
of the master is £36, and that of the nistress £25.
There are a number of “ readers” attached to this
schoal, who receive an average salary each of cight
shillings per month. T met a boy. uged abont thir-
teen years, proceeding to this school.  1le said that
he had been three years attending it, and during that
time he read no hook except the Bible.  1le could
not write.
cause they would not give him either Bible or break-
fast. e would ga to the Catholiz scliool for both
Bible anl breakfast, but he would not go for the
Bible alone.  There is a proselytising school in the
course of ercclion at Glengould. under the immediate
superintendence of CGreorge O'fflaherty, Esq., of
Lemonfield, on whose property it issituated. There
is not a single Protestant in the neighborhood, but it
is leared that Mr. O’Flaberty, lollowing the example
of more than one landed proprietor in Connemara,
intends to coerce his tenantry to send their children
to his school.  "T'he poor people make no secret of
their apprehensions on this point, but they declare
that {hey will submit to extermination sooner than
sacrifice the souls of their children. It is currently
rumored that Mr. O'Flaherty intends to become a
parson. Amnother proselytising landlord in Counemara
found it convenient to adopt the same eourse.

On  September 20th T visited the proselytising
school of (Glan, and found fifty children in attendance.
The only class-book, as in Oughterard, was the Bible.
This schiool has been established for two years, and
is under the patronage of the Rev. Captain Dallas.
"The pupils get breakfast every morning at the school,
and the orphans receive an additional weal.  There
were only six scholars present who could write, I
examined a class in the 22nd chapter of 1st Chroni-
cles, and althdugh they could scarcely read it, they
were mosl expert in quoting econtroversial texts of
Scripture. They stated that they understood nothing
about any otlier religion save that of the Church of
England and the Church of Rome. They told e
they belicved that Roman Cathalics were idolators,
and that they wonld not be saved “ unless they came
forth from darkness.” One of the “rcaders” stated
m reply to a question that an Atheist or a Deist
might be saved, but a Roman Catholic could nct.

1The teacher interp

The teacher |

NO. B,

; osed and said that the buoy was
ignorant of the meaning of the words Atheist o
Deist. The pupils in the class which § examined
stated that ¢ belief in the Lord Christ Jesus™ wav
ssufficivut (or salvation 5 but they mave no veply when
asked, if Roman Catliolies were excluded from this
means of salvation?  They were ignorant af the ex-
istence of the thirty-nine articles of the Clureh of
England, knew nothing of Dresbyterianism, anl ap-
peared to be solely trained up in a horror of ¢ Rome™
and its ““ idolatry 3 this school is licensed as a churei,.
and has the usual apparatus for the manufacture o
stirabout attached.  "U'he teacher told me that theye
were about one hundeed “ converts™ in that distuict.
The proselytes here belong 1o the convert class who
were formerly of most questionable character. aml
were never overburdened with a large amount of re-
ligiow. Whenever they happen 1o possess a smali
piece of gromnd it is allowed to refurn to a state of
nature, such is the apathy and indolence which thes
genevally exhibit.  They are living in a state of -
pendence which generates an incurable idleness tiat
will ever after prevent the recipients of the prostlv-
tising rations from hecoming honest or industriow-
members of society, and it is feaved that many of
them will return to their old pursuits—that is, the
appropriation of their neighbors’ property—when tie
present source of relief shall have ceased.  "[his is
the prevalent feeling amony the Catliolie popuiatio:
of the district. )

At Bunakill, five miles from Oughterard, 1 fouaris.
proselytising school, in a small cabin, at some distance-
from the road.  “Fhere were but fificen pupils pre -
senty and of these five weee Drofestants 3 the ot
had been Catholies, but were altracted to the sehor:
by the meal of stirabout which was wiven them as ae
inducement (o attend.  T'hie selival has heen i ex-
istence nearly two years, and had o waster with

He told me that he hated Dapists, be- |

vsulary of £24 a-year, a Bible veader, and the nswii

staff of teachers.  TI'he Bible was he only reading
book in the school, and thuush some of the pupiis
were sixteen or seventeen years of age, they were
totally ignorant of English grammar, ceagraphy, ox
arithmetic.  They could not even spell the cominon-
est words ; and when questioned on the portion of the
Bible, they were asked to read, exhibited a srese
amount of ignorance.  One oy sail that ¢ Pharaol,
wis a son nf Tsaae,” though he admitted that he vear’
at the rate of “four chaprers aday.”  None of them
could tell who “Gemtiles” or “elildren of lsraei™
were. T omay here observe, that when | asked thes
to read the passages they were poring over when !
entered, I was more than ever convineed of the durn -
gerous consequences to he apprchended fennt the i
diseriminatre: use of the savrid Seriptares as a sehoc!
book.  I'was told by a widow named M- Donougli.
who resides at Glan, and who had become a prrvo‘-r:
that she joined John ()'Callaghan’s congreoation Le-
cause there were great promises held oul ta hersel.
and daugliter if she would abandon the Clurels o
Rome.  She used to geta few pence at clareh /.
; Sundays, and her daushier got clothes amil fond 4
{the school.  She tald me that sowe of the mones
tand clothes which had been promised were retainer,
for the purpose of making the “converts hold an.™
This woman and her dunghter have lately returned
to the Catholic Church,

STATE OF CATHOLIC EDUCATION.

T paid a visit fo the national school of Oughterasi,
which was opened in March 1851, throusl the i
defatigable exertion of the Rev. Mr. Geragiiny.
C.C.,whois the patren. The average daily ai-
tendance at this school is ninety boys and sixty wiris.
The sehool is well supplied with the necessary requi-
sites, and the several classes which I examined weee
tuble to answer well in geography and Iinglish gram-
mar. In the girls’ school industrial and literary
cducation are combined. They are taught sewin ,
flowering, knitling, &e., the raw material being suy -
plied by a Dublin house. Itis a fact, perhaps wostis
; recording, that Archbishop Whately, one of the
| Comunissioners  of National IEdueation, recently
passed through Oughterard, and, although he inspected!
the proselytising school, he never visited the national
school, which could not have escaped bis notice, as it
is a building which attracts the atlention of every
tourist that passes through the town. There are
three Catholic schools in the parish——one at Lain.
which has an average attendance of 100 scholars.
and one at Glan, with an attendance of filty, twealy-
six of whom are returned “ converts.”” Thercisafse
a Cathalic school at Coolnamuck, which contains
forty children; but this house is totally inadequate to
the requirements of this district, which contains abaut
200 children. From the short time thase schools
have been in operation it is suprising to find the pro-
ficiency which the pupils have made in reading, wril-
ing, and arithmetic; but they labor under great
difficulties, as they are not as yet placed in con-

nexion with the National Board of Lducation.



