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From the Christian Keepsake.

THE PASSAGE OF THE JORDAN.

‘BY REV. I, E.-CLINCH. "
I

The hosts of Gop, by Joshua led,

Approach the Jordan's-eddying tide,
And pricsts, with veiled-and-bended head,

Bear to its grassy side
The ARK, beneath whose cherub wings
Are kept the pure and preclous things ;—
Behold, the morn its radiance flings

On bannered lance, and buckler bright,
And brazen trump, whose muslc rings

To hail the dawning light.

i.

The flood before thom boils and lcaps
Along its deep and rocky bed,

But still the moving column keeps
Onward its fearless tread,

Asa though no foamy current flowed

Between it and the blest abode

To which, by many a thorny road
And desert plain ils steps had passed,

And which in morning’s glory glowed
Green, beautiful and vast.

i,
Ani now, the Levites' sandailed feet
Are moiatened by the river’s edge,
‘Which curls and breaks, with murmur sweet,
Amid the bending sedge ;—
Yet pause they not ;—with heart of prayer
And faith-supported strength, they bear
That which the torrent shall not dare
Submerge or mnr with angry tide;
They know not 1now, but know that there
Gob will a way provide.
v,
Their faith hath triumphed ;—with the sound
Of rushing thunder baekward fty
The aflrighted bilows, am} the ground
They moistened now is dry :(—
Cleft in the midst, the waters stund
Obedient to their Gon's command,
Towering alol on cither hand
A glussy and resplendent heap,
Where scenes that bless the promised land
In mirrured benuly sleep.
v.
And fearless down the dark dofile
‘ 'lhc countless hosty o( Isracl go.
vAnd loud. (rom trumpaid harp, tho while - -
The strains of gludness low :— - -
o The depths, that voices never gave
But those of wurring wind and wave,
Send from their dark und oozy grave.
The echoing tread of' joyous throngs,
And praisc to ITim whose hand cun suve,
In loud triumphant songs.

vi.
And now the farther shore they gain,
And kneeling kiss the promised spot
Which, through long years of toil and puin
Their anxious steps had sought;
Whilst with @ wild and macidening roar
The tides, disjoined from shore to shure,
Their long suspended waters pour
To fill the vawning gull betweens
Closed is the bright, mysterious door,
By whicli they eutered in.
VIl
Clhristian ! beliokd the typic shade
Of that dimy path prepared for thee,—
Behold in Jordan’s tide displayed
Death’s ever-flowing sen:—
Thon treadest still Life’s desert plain
1a toll and rorrow, care and pain-—
Trints, and doubis, and fears muintnin
With thee @ tieree and bitter strife,
And but for licuvenly nid would gain
The coitquest o'er thy life.
Vil
Yt soon that toilsome war shall cease;
And thou beside the flaod shult stand
Reyord whose waves are realms of peace—
A pure and holy land :—
Butif thon still has kept the ark
Of Gop betore thee vs a mark,—
Fear not the troubled waters dark
{lowe'er they ruge, nud chate, aud coar,—
On that mysterions voyage embark,—
And Gop will guide thee o'er.

IX.

Press boldly on in faith and prayer.

Aml waves of doubt and 1oods of fear
Shall part, und leave a passage there

To changeless glories near;
The dim obscurity shall fail
In Death's dark pass and shadowy vale,
A thon with gladdened eyes, shalt hail

Bright gliimpyes ol the glorions things
Which lie beyond, and render pale

The angels® lashing wings.

X

And when thou'st gaine:d that Diessed shore.
For ever trecd from sin and pain,

Death’s cheated waves shall hiss and oar
Mingling thelr strenms again,—

Thience, eveér closed, that shedowy door
‘Shall entrance give to Earth ne morc;
And thou shalt reach the golden floor,
By Jsswus lit and angels trod,
‘Ever and-ever to adore
Thy Baviour and thy Gop'!

Dorchester, (Muss.)
. .
For the .Pearl,

{LLUSTRATIONS OF PROPHECY.

RUINS OF BABYLON.
No. 2.

“ It ig only in ascending the ruins of the Tower of Babel that
the traveller finds he is walking on a vast heap of bricks—the to-
tal circumference is 2,286 leet, which gives to the ruins a greater
extent of base thun to the original edifice,—the surplus is very
great, when we consider the quantity that must have been remo-
ved by the Macedonian soldiers, and how much also must have
been removed by workmen digging for bricks.  On the top iy the
appearance of the Castle in the distance ; it is a solid mass of
kiln burnt bricks, 37 feet high 28 broad—the bricks are excellent
—Ilaid in with fine cement. - The summit of the mass is much bro-
ken so as'to leave evidence by'the shape of the fractures that vio-
lence has been used to reduce 1t to this shape. Distinct from the
pile of bricks thus described and lower down on the north face of
the large mound is another mass exactly similar—pieces of marble,
broken bricks, and stones lie scattered over the rnin.  The most
carious of the fragments are several misshapen masses of brick-
work quite black except in a few places, where regulur layers of
kiln burnt bricks are perceptible :—these have certainly been sub-
_]ected to some fierce heat, as they are completely mollen—a
strong presumption that fire has been used in the destruction of the
tower,—which in part resembles what the Prophet Jeremiah says
it would become, a ¢° burnt mountain® Jxi: 25. Travellers who
have visited this spot have beeu struck with the curious appear-
ance of these fragments—and having only seen the black surface
have rejected the idea of their being bricks.  In the prophecies
against Babylon, fire has been particularly mentioned as an agent
—to this JIsaiuh ovidently alludes when he says it shall be as
when ‘¢ God destroyed Sodom and Gomorah,’’ and Jeremiah also
says her high gates shall be burned with fire.  Mr. Rich ‘thought
he could trace’ Fom stages to this bailding, and our party Weref
of a lile oplmon Wild beasts were very' numerous ‘here. Mr.
Lamb gave up-his e\ammallon flom seemo an ammal crouched
in'one of the squ.lre 1pertures ,—I saw anothex ina like attitude
ind the Iarrre foot prints of  lion was so fresh that the beast must
have stolen away on our approach.  From the summit we had a
distinct view of the vast heuaps that constitute the ruius of ancient
Babylen. A more complete picture of desolation could not well
be imagined—the eye wandered over a barren desert. It was in-
possible to behold this scenc and not be reminded how exactly
the predictions of the Prophets had been fulfilled even in the ap-
pearance that Babylon was doomed to present—¢¢ that she should
become heaps—that her city should be a desolation, a dry
land and a wilderness.””  In Rich’s ruemoir on Babylon is an
account of some carthen vessels containing human bones similar
to those seen by us ;—with a view to compare them we went up
the river this day—our boat was of a peculiar construction. It was
in shape like a large circular basket—the sides were of willow
covered with a coatof bitumen. The bottom was laid with
reeds—it had two men with paddles, one of whom pulled towards
bim ; the other pushed from him: this boat is common on the
Tigris and Euphrates, and is best adapted to the sli'ong currents
counuon to these rivers.  May not these boats be of the same
kind as the vessels of bulrushes ulluded to by the Prophet Isaiah,
xviit: 2, "We continucd our trip up the river about a mile, but
the current was so strong against us, that we declined going to the
place proposed. Our excursion however proved most satisfac-
tory, thongh we did not sce the vessels mentioned by Rich; for
on returning to Hillzh we found a number of the same deserip-
tion we had seen, and containing human bones,—thus fully con-
firming the statements of Mr. Rich. These vessels were on the
west bauk of the river—the place appeared an ancient burying
ground encroached on by the Euphrates,  As this mode of bury-
ing appears at variance with the costoms of the Babylonians and
wactent Persiaus, it appears probable that the tombs may contain
the hodies of some of the Greeks who accompanied Alexander
on his eastern expedition.  In marching through a country where
the scarcity of wood first suggested the idea of the hanging gar-
dens, the substitution of the famous clay for coffins appears nato-
ral and obvious. The Asiatic collections contain an account of
some vessels of earthen-ware laving in them human bones, which
were fo ud near Bushire—near which place Alexander must
have met his fleet under \earchus, after his return from
India.

March 28th. ¢ We !eft Hillah this morning to resume our
examination, and took with us a party of workmen to dig flor us.
The ruins on the west bank of the river commence two miles north
of the town, including the Muzillebah—they extend 8 miles N.
and S. aud upwards of two miles E. and W.  The first heap of
ruias, thoogh of considerable extent,has a very indeterminate form,

only place where stone is observable.

and presenta only the general appearance observable -tliroughout
—mounds channelled by the weather, and strewed with fragménts:
of buildings. I shall therefore pass them-without further mention,
and proceed todescribe those which I consider to be the site of the
hanging gardens and of the Paluce. Diodorussays the Palace was:
near the bridge. Straboand Quintus Curtius state the gardens to-
have been near the Euphrates, whence they wers supplied with wa-
ter by means of engines. All authors are agreed asto their being
situate within the walls of the Palace.  The entire mound com-
prises a square of 2800 feet. In addition to the usual vestiges
ure found several alabaster vessels; we remarked also great
quantities of varnished tiles, the colors of which were remarkably
fine. According to Diodorus the walls and towers of the Palace
were covered with tiles of different colors, representing a grand
hunting piece, more than four cubits in size—in this were descri-
bed a great variety of wild beasts—here was to be seen Queen
Semiramis on horseback brandishing a spear, and near her Ni-
nus in the act of killing a Lion—the colors were laid on -before
the bricks were baked.-—Diodorus, Volume i: p. 121. We have a
singular confirmation of this account of Diodorus in the Prophet
Ezekiel, who speaking of the defection of Judah in the character
of Abolibah, says *¢ She saw men portrayed upon the wall, the
images of the Chaldeans portreyed with vermillion, girded with
girdles upon their loins, exceeding in dyed attire upon their. heads,
all of them princes to look to, "afler the manner.of the Babylo-
nians, of Chalde.” This mode of decoration is still common
throughout the East—numerous specimens cime within my own
observation, in the course of this journey,particularly in the cities
of Bassorah, Bagdad and Teheran, Captain Hart brought me the
portion of a highly varnished blue vase, to which were sticking
some fragments of human bones, that had undergone the action
of fire. I attempted to separate them {rom the vessel, butthey
pulverised on being touched. The bricks are finer here than in
any other part of the ruins---numbers were digging for them—the
ruins were so perforated in consequence that the original design is
entirely lost :---all that could favour any conjecture of gardens
built on terraces, are two subterranean passages which wo saw at
some distance from each other. The people digging for bricks say
that they are of great extent, and very highin many places. We
made our workmen dig at each enterance, hoping tv trace a com-—
munication, but we were unsuccessfal as they were only closed up
with bricks and rubbish and ‘our men were afraid to contmue then-
work-—-many persons having been ac.cldentally buried in: the rums ‘
To judce from what we saw there can be no doubt that bath pnasa- o
ges are of vast extent;, Lhey are lined with bncks laid in with bitu-
men, and coveled over wnh ]arge masses of. slonc-thls is nearly the
While we were exploring .
the cave, an enormous wild boar of a reddish color started up
from amongst thé ruins-—-our party gave chase, but he eluded us.
In the eagerness of the pursuit I snatched a gun from the ser-
vant and fired : luckily I missed the animal, as the shot
was ton small to kill him, and his revenge might have
made me pay dearly for my temerity. The Prophecy of Isaiah,
that Babylon should be inhabited by wild beasts,was fulfilled after
the extinction of the Seleucide, for their successors the Parthians
turned the city into a park and stocked it with wild beasts for the
purpose of hunting. Amongst these the wild boar is mentioned
by St.Jerome. 1t has been supposed that many curious trees
are to be found on the site of the hanging gardens; this is not the
case—there is one only, and that in the most elevated spot—it is
a kind of cedar ; possibly one of those mentioned by Diodorus—
one half the trunk is standing five feet in circumference. Though
tho body is decayed, the branches are still green snd healthy, and
droop like those of the willow. Except one at Bassorah, there
is not five like it in Irek Arubi. Qur guides told us that this tree
was left in the'hanging gardens for the purpose of enabling Ali to
tie his horse to it after the battle of Iillah. Not far from this tree
we saw indications of a statue which had been imperfectly seen
by Beauchamnp and Rich. We set our mento work, and in two
hours found a colossal piece of sculpture in black marble, repre-
senting @ Lion standing over a man. When Rich was here the
figure was entire, but when we saw jt the head was gone—the
length of the pedestal, the heighth of the shoulders, and the
length of the statue mensured in eachs of their respective parts
nine feet. I would venture to suggest that this statae might have
reference to Danielin the Lion’s den, and that it formerly stood
over one of the gates either of the 'alace or of the hanging gar-
dens. Ttis natural to suppose that this signal miracle would have
been celebrated by the Babylonians, particularly as Daniel was
afterwards Governor of their city. The Prophet was also Go-
vernor of Shusa the Shushan of the seriptures, where he frequent-
ly went in discharge of his official duties and where he died also.
A short time ago Shusa was visited by some French officers in the
service of the prince of Kermanshah in Persia : amongst other
antiquities they found a block of white marble covered with
Bnbylonmn characters, having sculptured on it the ﬁgures of two
men and two Lions—this may also allude to thesnme event. The
finest specimen of Babylonian stracture is a large building called
by the workmen the ¢ Kasa or Palace’’-—iis form is qundran-
gular and it faces the cardinal points---it is composed entirely of
kiln burnt brickg of the finest quality, which are laid in with a



