'ANMERICAN STATES."

Seeecuof his Excellency the PrrsipeyT
of the Uxivrp Svarrs, at the open.
inyg of the New Congrefs. .

1\_(’::::-7::,‘.., April 30, 1389,

Fol av-Citizers of tiz Senatey and of the
Hiue of Reprefeptatiares,

. My, 'Z//'a//J_z;{'g._g._to"gz"s‘-Sp?gcb; .

A MONG the vicifitudes ihcident to

life; no event could have” Alled m3

" with greater anxieties, than that of which
the notification was tranfinitted by your
order, -and received on the 14th day o' the
prefent month ¢ on the one hand, 1 was
fummoned by my country, whofc voice |
can never hear but with vencration and
love, from a retreat which 1 had chofen
with the fondet predile@tion, and in my
flattering hopes, with an immutable de-
cifion, as the affylum of my declining:
years @ a retreat which was rendered eve.
ry day- more necellury, asswell as . mort
dear (o me, by the addition of habit to in-
clination, and of frequent interruptions.in
iny health, 1o the gradual wafte commir-
ted on it by time.© On the other hand,
the magnitude and difficulty of the trufl,
to which the voice of my country called
me, heing (ufficient to awaken, in the wi,
fcit and moft experienced of er citizens,
adiftruftiul feruting into his qualifications
could not but overwhelm with defpon.
dencs, ong, who, inheriting inferior in.
dowments from nature, and unpra&iced
in“the dutics of civil adminiftration, oughe
tn be pesuliarly confcious of his own de-
ficiencies, . In this conilict of emotions,
all 1 dare aver is, that it hath been my,
faithful ftudy-to coile@ my duty from a
juft appreciation of every circumflance hy
.which it might be afe&ed. ANl I dare
hope isythat, if in exceuting thistafk, |
have heen too much fivayed by a-grateful
remembrance of former inftances, o1 by
an aTectionarr fennibility to this tranfeen.
dant proof of the confidunce of my felluw-
. citizens ; and have thence Yoo little con.
falted my incapacity as wellas difinelina
tian for the weighty and untried cares be.
fore ;e ; my error will be palliated by the
matives>wehich miflew me, and its confe.
quences be judged by my country, with
fome fhare of the partiality in which they
originted, :
. Such being the impreflions under which
I have, in obedicnce to the public fum.
mons, repaired to the prefent: Ndtion ; it

would be peculiarly, improper to omit, in -

: .t?\is firft-ofliciil-agt, my fervént fupplica- -
tions to-that Almighty icing who rules a-

ver the univerfe——who prifides jn the

councils of nations, and' whofe providen.
tial aids can (upply every humian defe@,
that his benedi@ion may confeerate to the
liberties and happinefs of the people of the
United States, a povernment inftituted by
-themfelves for- thefe edential purpofes :
And may‘enable évery inlrument employ-
ed in its adminifiration to" execute with
fuccefs the fundtions allotted o his charge.

thor of every piblic and private gond, T
atlure myfelf, that it expreffes your fenti-
dments nat lels than mv own, nor thofe of
my fellow citizens atlarge, lefsthan'either.
-No people can be b und to acknowlcdge
and adoré the invifible hand, ‘which cofi-
dué@s the affairs of men, more than t'f{:
people of the United States.  Every ftep,

have been ditinguithed by fone token of
providential agency—aAnd in the impor-

" tant revolution juft accomplithed in. the

fyftem of their united government, the.

fent of fomany diftindt communitics from
-avhich. the event has refulted, cannot be
" compared with the means by which moft’
governments have been eftablifhed, witha
vut fome return of pious gratitude along

: bleflings which the paft feem to prefage.
" Thele refic®ions, arifing out of the prefent
crifis, have forced themfelves too ftrongly
‘on my mind to be fupprefled. . You will
join.with me, ] trufl, in_thirking,- that

mert can more confpicuoufly commence.
By the article eftabiithing the executive

" Prefident !* to recommend to your confi-
deration, fuch meafures as he thall judgs
nreeffary and cikpedient.”” The circum-

acquit-me from eittering into that fubjed,
farther than to refer to-the great conftitu-
tional charter under-which.you are affem-
bled; and which, in defining your powers,
defignates theobj:€ts to which your atten-
tion is to be given. It will be more con-
fiftent with thofe circumftances, and far
more congenial with the {eelings which
-adluate me, to fubfitute, in place of u

the tribute that is due to the ralents, the
rectitude, and the pa. riotifin which adorn
he charatters fele€ed to divife and adopt
them. In thefe hon :rablé qualifications,
1 bgheld the fureft pledges, that as-on one
fid¢. no local prejudices, or a:tachments,
~ne feperate_views nor “party- animofitics,

eyewhich onght
. SF

there are none under the influence of which
the proceedings of a new and'ffee govern-

ftance under which 1 now meet you, will

3

In tundering this homage to the Great Aus -

by swhich they have advanced to the cha-.
.raéter of an independant nation, feems to, °

_tranquil deliberaticns and voluntary con-

with an humble anticipation of ttie futurec

department, it is made the duty of the

§

recommendation of particular meafyres,

will mifdire& the comprehenfive andequal -
to watch over this great
NG " affemblage



