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CANADIAN ILLUSTRATED NEWS.

THE LATE SIR GEORGE COLLEY,

The news of General Colley’s death and the
almost entire extinction of the 58th regiment
under his command, bas produced a most de.
pressing effect in  Eugland. There are few
modsrn commanders of whom more favourable
resuits have been prophesised ; amd the shoek
to those who expected, in spite of the reverses
which he bad already met, that the Commander-
in-chief was on the point of satis{actorily end-
ing the war in Natal has been great.

Sir George Colley was the son of the late Hon.
George Fraucis Colley, avd grandson of the third
Viscount Harberton. He entered the army in
1852, becarue Captain in the 2od Regiment of
Foot in 1860, Majorin 1363, Lieutenant-Colonel
in 1872, and Colonel in 1874, He was engaged
in the Campaigus on the Cape frontier in 1853.9
and 1881, and was twice thanked by the Govern-
ment for his services; throughout the China
War of 1860, for which he received & medal and
two clasps; and in the Ashantee War of 18734 ;
after which he was made a C. B., and was award-
ed the medal with clasp. From 1876 to 1§79
he was in Irdia with Lord Lytten as Privatas
Secretary te he late Viceroy, and in 1879 he
was appointed chief of the S:aff to Sir Garnet
Wolseley in Natal. He was created a C. M. G,
in 1878, and a K. C. 8. L. in 1879. Almost im-
mediztely afier the outbreak of the revoltin tho
Transvaal Sit G. P. Colley, withoui waiting for
reinforcements from England or ludis, started
from Newcastle with his little army of 1,300
men to relieve the beleaguered garrisous of
Pretovia an+d Botchefstroom, and it will be fresh
in our readers’ recollection that he received a
decided chrek at the hands of the Boers when
attempting to force his way through a pass in
the Drakousberg at Laing's Nek, bis losses being
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195 officers and men killed and wounded. A
few days afternurds Sir G, P. Colley had anothey
almost equally disastrous engagement with the
encmy on & platean near the River Ingoge, ig
which he lost 150 men and vight oflicers killed
and wounded.

In spite of this however, it was generally be.
lieved that the Boers were upon the poiut of
capitulating and that the war would speedily be
at an end, when all Eugland wus electrified by
the telegram which announced the cntm;lrop);,.
of Sunday week. Imiperfeet details only have gy
yet reached us of the struggle, but the accounts
agree in the fact of the alimost entire extermina.
tion of the gallant 68th, only seven wembers of
which escaped, and they more or less seriously
wounded. The battle commenced by the attack
of the Boers in Mageln mountain, wiich had
been occupied by Sir George Colley with wp.
parently teo weak a foree. Fora time the en.
emy were repulsed, but their fire was most
deadly, and when after a desperate resistauce
the ammunition of the soldiers begin to give
out the slanghter becatne terrific. Shot down
mercilessly by the advancing enemy the men
made one atterapt to break tie line, Sir George
leadiug them, when a bullet struck him in the
head, aud as their commander fell, the remnant
of his force turned and ran.

General Sir Evelyn Wood is in temporary
command of the forces, while General Robwrts,
the hero of Candshar, is ou hisroad to take com.
mand, and the War Oflice has ordered th
Admiralty to get the troopship Orontes ready 1o
ewbark the 9th regiment at Bermuda, the
Enphratus the 85th regiment at Bombay, ani
another steamer at Colommbo to take the 100th
regiment and 2nd regiment to Darban, with the
greatest prompritude.




