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No. 50.—HON. W. P. HOWLAND, (. R.
LIRUT.~QOVEKNOR OF ONTARIO.

The work of confedarating the British American Pro- .
vinces wus one of compromise among the suitesmen, the '
political parties and the people concerned.
perbaps, got exsctly what he wantod:
secured the full realizntion of ita own views : no pelitiea]

purty waas able to put its
band upon the scheme,
as first fratned at Quebec
in 1564, or as subse.
quently re-modelled in
London in 1866-67, and
say, -~ this is exactly what
we wanted.”  Conces-
sions were made w0 Con.
servative opinion and to
Reform opinion: te Pro.
testant feeling and to
Catholic feeling: to the
necessities of the reveral
Provinces according 1o
geographical or  other
reasons: and in n great
degrea to the divergent
viewy on constitationsl
government held by the
representative men who
ok part in the negocia.
tions.  When, thernfore,
ome who was a leading
party to the inception of
the scheme claimad that
thase who had 3o far ma.
tured it as tofitit for the
consideration and judg.
ment of the Canadian
Legislature, olaimed that
its framers had deoseryed
well of their country for
the politieal and peraonal
sncritices they had mada
m the cause of general
barmony, ho claimed no
more than was due 1o
him and his colleagues,
and no more than was,
st the time, frealy ac.
corded by their support.
ters, Mr. Howland,
whose portmit we give
on this page, was not a
member of the Conlition
Government as formed
in June 1864, nnd, consu-
quently, was not prosent
either at the Charlotte-
town Convention ‘which

asgembled on the 1at September of that year, or at the going harmoniously inte working order,
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' ment: he was also one of the delegates on behalf of
! Upper Canada at the London Conference in 1866-67, and
hns, thus, every claim to be ranked among the ‘ fathers '’
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rank, having been for some time President of the Toronto
As a warm supporter of the Reform
party as led by Mr. Brown after the disruption in ite
of Dritieh American Union, to the accomplishment of | rank #in 1852, Mr. llowland was regarded by the Reform-
! which, by his personal and political influence, he contri- ! ers as an eligible candidate for public life; but it was

buted a great deal, not merely in its early stages, but, | not until the general election of 1857 that he consented
what wax of perhaps very much more consequence. to its ; o enter the lists as a candidate for Parliamentary

bonours. In that year
he was elected to repre.
sent the West Riding of
the county of York (the
metropolitan county of
Upper Canada), and con-
tinued to sit for the same
constituency until his
elevation to the Lieut.-
Governorship of Ontario,
when he was succeeded
in the representation of
the Riding by Mr. Amos
Wright, the sitting mem-
ber. In Parliament,
though a steady support-
er of the' Reform party,
Mr. Howland was by no
means demonstrative in
enforcing his views, and
was doubtless valued as a
party man chiefly because
of his respectability and
personal influence. When
the Reform party came
into power in May 1862,
under the leadership of
Hon. Messrs. J. S, Mac-
donald and Sicotte, Mr.
Howland was offered, and
accepted, the office of
Minister of  Finance,
which he held for a year,
and was then succeeded
Ly Hon. Mr. Holton in the
Mscdonald-Dorion Cabi
net at that time formed,
in which Mr. Howland
was assigned the office
of Receiver-Ganeral. He
held -this posision until
the defeat of the Govern.
wment in March 1864, and
did not return to office
until November of the
same year, when the then
‘Postmaster-General, the
Hon. Mr. Mowat, having
been  appointed Vice-
Chancellor ‘of - Upper
Canstla, Mr. Howland was

after the ! chosen by Mr. Brown to take Mr. Mowat's place in the

famous Quoboc Conference that met, on the 10th of  Imperinl Parliament had given sanction to ils legal iC411winot., which he continued to hold until the retirement
tho following month, at which, during eighteon days’ de- ' existence.

liberation, the *“Seventy-two resolutions' were agreed
0. Mo was, howaver, an active and most influential sup-

elevation of the Hon. Mr. Mowat to the Bench in Nov.
and a momber of the Executive Council. From that |

time, and u_ to aboui a yoar after the Union Act went ; interosts in the produce, milling, and .ot.hgr branches of
into foroe, he continued to be a membar of the Govorn- trade. Among his commercial friends he held a high

'
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William Pearce Howland was born at Kinderhook, on
“the Hudson river, New York Stato, and came to Cannda
porter of the Retorm wing of tho Coalition; and on the }with his family when quite a youth, more than thirty

| years ngo. He engaged in commorcial pursuits, and by
1864," aucocoded that gontloman as Postmastor-General, ; his industry and business talonts, in time becamt.s one of
the leading wholesale merchants of Toronto, with large

latter as Finance Minister.

i of Hon. Mr. Galt in Aug, 1866, when he succeeded the
This office he held till the
Union, when, ou ‘the formation of the first Dominion
Government on the 1st July, 1867, he was appointed a
member of the Privy Council, and Minister of Inland
Ravenue.  In July of the following! year, 1868, he was
appointed Lieut.-Governor of the Province of Ontario,
which position had been, since the Union up to that time,
held by Major-General Stisted, under an “ad inferim



