
THE HARP.

Such is a slight sketch of th:,t Prgan
society which Clristianity was by de-
grecs to regoneratc-such is a dim ount-
line of the Ronan slave.who was about
to be frood, bold and soul, as wo sAlil
see hlrough the teaching of that divine
Galilean w'ho, in order that he might
froc mnxuk ind, chose himself to econe
a slave and to die tho death of a si:r
-the deith of the Cross.

iH. 13.

IRISIL LiARN iN I lN ANCJIEN''T
TIIES.

Ptolemny who wrote Qaly in the
second ag et the Christian iea, in his
table of Euroe, enuimerates, in the
Grock ianguage, ton d istinished cities
in the interior and on the coasts of
Irchmîd , and his annotator adds that
Ptolemiy p1aced Irbi nd amongst tlic
mnost elebratod isiands in the vorld.

Spencer, in his treatise ontitled, "A1
view of the State of Ireland," written
upwards of' 250 years agi.o, says, All
the cistois of ic Irish whtich I have
oftn noecd, and compared with whatt 1
have road, would minister occasion f a
mest ample discuersc of the originil of
thien, and the antiquity of that. people,
wvhich, in the truth, I thiik to he more
ancient than most 1 know of in this end<
of the world." In another part of the
same work hc describes the country so
antique that "no monument of her
boginning and first inhabitig remains.''
-and he adds again-" it is cortain that
Ireliand hath had the use of lettors very
anciently and long betore Engind."

Camden, in hi s "Britangna"wri tten
more than two centuries ago, says,

Froi hence (freland) our oid Saxon
mcestors soom te have had the frin of
their letters, as they paiinly used the
saine charactors which are at presont,
!n use among the Irish."

lord Littleton, in -his History of the
reign of Hlenry IL, says, "A school
was formed at Armagh, wiich soon b-
came very famons, many Irish went
from thonce te conveit and teach other
nations. Many Saxons out of Eigland
résorted thither for instruction, and
b-ought from thence the use of letters
to their ignoran t countrynen."

Dr. Johnson, in his history of the
English language, prcfixed te bis die-

tionnay, makcs this obsciîvation, "What
wN'as the formn off the Saxon i aguage
when about tI year 150 they lirsi on-
tored Britain, cainnot niow be knownî.
They socn te I vo been a peope wii-
out. learning. and verîy probably withouît

Bede, in his H1istoiy of tlie P imitive
Churcl of England, written 1100 years
ago, designates Jeind thus:--Genien
iiiiO.ioxiii et nationi An1 oriunt seniper dul-
ssai n. In flic , i:ne imannor flic

celebrated Aleiuis, who wrote 70 years
aftir BeO, be:issimiln- testimony, anid
i his poemil about the relates, and ho uly
ueu of the chrebicl of York, deseribes
the licopfl1 of Ireland liwilis seniper

3ede, in the third book of the history
ialy quoted, gives:i acont of tho

conversion to Chistimîiity of Oswald,
king of Northumnrind, by Aidanus, a
veiierable Irish mhissinry who had
lbeie sent to himli in cooinplianiee Nith
the king's regnist, ' that those who had
conf i lc Ilie sacraiment pon i is son
AMnr and lis iatteIdants whil i Ire-
ind. would send smnie zelots aniu
learnied prelate te iistruct is English
subjects in thi u ith of Christ, and ad-
minister the sacranient t thedm. After
this m)an1y priests begai 10 comoe daily
from heoand ino Engin ,. to proach
the Christin hic rith great zeo and
devotion, in overy pa t of King Osiwald's
dominions, and te adiinister the sacra
ment of Baptismi te al such :s wore
converted. Churches wcro built in many

places, the 0people, witLh joy, assembied
to eliar the word of od."

ln the next chapter hc gives a brief
history of thd mission of St. Columban:

"l Ii te )egininiig of the reigin of
Justin the youngor, who succeede Jus-
tiniai in the goverinient of the Roman
Empire, i. . 565, Columiban, a priest
ad 1 abbot of gi cat celcbrity, whose life
cor-esponded with the habit of a monic,
which ho had taken, came from Irtlad
into Britain to teach the wor d of Cod
te the northrin provices of the Picts.
Re converted the whole n tion in a very
shoir-t time, by his cloquenco and gond
examplo, as a tribuie of gratitude for
which he received the Isle of Icoibkill,
te build and endow a monastey."

Asseris, a conmporaywrite r wit
lig Afred, in his antials cf the year


