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SAINT JOHN, N

STEPHEN'S DEATH.

In the luminous cloud of witnesses that adorn
Old Testament history, Moses stands conspicuous
for nearer resemblance to Christ, both in his dis-
position of mind and his fidelity to God in the
numerous and important oftices he filled. Among
New Testament Saints wo know of none who more

faithfully followed in the foot-steps of the Saviour

than His first martyr.

Jesus taught His disciples how to treat their
cnemies. 1. To utterly disregard their vengeance
although armed with power to kill the body. 2. To
love their cnemies so as to pray for them oven when
enduring their hate and persecution. His own life
was a beaut 7ul illustration of such conduct. No
mere man came nearer perfection on these points
than Stephen.  When he stood before the Sanhe-
drin he well knew the alice and power of that
body, and awaited their worst vengeance with
angelic equanimity. For Moses he cherished the
highest respect as a faithful servant in the house of
God, and on that occasion his faco shone like that
of th great prophet. He loved the God of Israel
with supreme affection, but he is charged before o
Jerwish court with blaspheming both Moses and
God; and the high priest, in mere pretence of justice,
asks if these things wero s0. But Stephen makes
no attempt at self-defence. Although these charges
were most abhorrent to his soul, and manufactured
to accoinplish his death, like his Master ‘‘ he ans-
wered never a word.” His example is a most
precious legacy to the children of Gud wheu called
to suffer unjustly. It often happens that in pro-
portion to their zeal and sacrifice for Christ, they
are blamed cven by inconsiderate brethren. Instead
of brooding and chafing over his sufferings, Stephen
seetus completely oblivious to unjust treatment.
Self is jgnored in his burning anxiety to make

known to others the truth and the love of Jesus.
Ho counted not his own life dear unto himself so
that he might testify the Gospel of the graco of
God. In such a soul theve is no place for the fear
of man. In his speech it was his evident design to
make from the Seripture a convincing argument for
the Messialiship and Divinity of Jesus of Nazareth,
which in all probability the shrewdness of his
enemies anticipated, arovsing their determination
to stop, by a violent death, that voice which they
felt utterly unable to gaiusay or resist. And sce-
ing ho had only a few minutes to live he spent
thom: 1. In charging the council with their enor-
mous guilt in crucifying the Lord of glory.
2. Kindly telling them what he saw in heaven—
God’s glory; and at Bis right hand standing the Son
of Man, who not only felt for a dying brother, but
possessed a love for all the vace which woulu freoly
forgive the very chief of sinnérs whocome to Him.
8. Calling on Jesus to receive his spirit as He on

|

tho cross had called on His Father. 4. Pleading :
for his murderers as Jesus when dying had done ;

for His.
The above roflections have led to the composition

of the following poem:

The council gazed on Stephen's faco,
Jow beaming with angelic grace,
Though doomed, on charges false, to dic,
The high priest calls for his reply.

Nor life nor justice ho demands,
Ho usks no favor at their hands ;
His bribed acensers does not heed,
But speaks the word of God instead.

From Abram’s call to Solomon,
He traces rovelation down,

To show what God did there record
\Was now fulfilled in Christ, the Lord.

But looking on his restless foes,
He drew his subject to n close;
In burning language brief and keen,
Ho told them what their guilt had been.

Your father’s crimes you've far outdone,
You've crucificd the Holy One !

The righteous law, by angels given,
Have-broken in the sight of heaven.”

TFired with the spirit from beneath

They rushed on him and gnashed their teoth,
And stoning him they freely cry,

Lot Moses’ vile blasphemer die !

For sympathy which carth denies
He lifts to heaven imploring eyes ;

God's brightest glory brings to view
A Saviour and n brother too.

[ see” he said ¢ at God's right hand,
The Son of MAX in glory stund.”

With outstretched hands ho leaves his seat,
Stands his first martyr's soul to meet.

But e're he slecps in peaceful death,

Ho kneels, and cries with parting breath—
0 Tord, thy mercy's free and large,

Lay not this murder to their charge !”

-~

He who for chief of sinners died,
Pardoned a robber at His side,

Tor His own murderers pled with God,
And gained their pardon by His blood,

Now heard His dying servant's prayer,
Now did these heartless rebels spare,
And thus to future ages prove
Bow rich is Guds forgiving love.

\We know not all of that proud race,
He made the troghies of His grace ;

But God was pleased to show us one—
Young Saul, who urged the murderers on.

This monument to earth and heaven,
Was freoly by his Lord forgiven,

Because the meek Apostle Paul
Suffered and worked above them all,

He preached and gloried in the cross,
All other gain he counted loss,

Finished his courso and kept the faith
Like Stephen met a martyr's death.

When Paul and Stephen yet shall rove,
Over the ficlds of light and love,

Shall we, kind reader, with them swell
The praise of our Emmanuel 1

Ir axy of our readers have spare numbers of the
April issue they would confer a great favor by re-
turning them to this office.

. WE WERE very much pleased in having 2 visit
from Bros. John Smith and Thomas QOssinger, the
two clders of the church in Tiverion, Digby Co.,
N. 8. They spoke very-encouragingly of the werk
in their locality, and of the good work done by
Bro. Ford.

TrE preTHREN throughout these Provinces are
anxiously waiting to learn the results of our efforts
to obtain moro laborers in this portion of God's
vingyard. At the present we have nothing very
encouraging to report, but in owr next issue will
have a few words to say about tho difficuities in
obtaining them.

A Lereenr from Bro. J. B. Wallace informe us
{hat hie is improving in henlth, and that the coming
summer (0. v.) will find him again fully into the
work of preaching the gospel.

Bro. W. Il. Earox, who was night foremau on
the Daily Sun of this place, and known to our read-
crs by his excellent articles in THr CHRISTIAN, has
been compelled, through ill-health, to leave his.
present position for one, being duy work however,
in the oflice of the [Herald, published in Dontreal.
1Ic has kindly promised 10 continue as a contributor
to the columns of our paper.

Frox THE New England Evangelist we learn that
Bro. A. Martin who for awhile labored in Lubec,
Maine, has beon appointed by the Foreign Board,
Missionary to England, and expects to sail about
tho first of tho present month. ’
Trom what we have heard and know of Brother
Martin, wo feel confident thisis 2 wise selection

blessing of God, do much good in his now ficld of
labor.

Apout nine o'clock Good Friday night o ring
camo to tho door-bell, and who should march up-
stairs but Bro. Josoph Gates.
pleased to seo him would by no means express our
feolings. We spenta very pleasant, and 1 trusta
very. prolitable evehing togother. The next morn-
ing we escorted him to the boat going across tho-
Bay. Ho says, and his appearance certamly. does
not.contradict it, that heqds now feeling quito well.
Ho expects to labor in Digby County for a month
or six wecks and then return to LeTete, N. B.

[}

& aLapLy welcome to our cxchange list the
New England Evangelist, & monthly paper, issued by
our brethren in the Now England States, edited and
publisbed by Bro. Frank O. Ellis, of Lynn, Mass.
Ttisa very neat, spicy four-page paper, 16 by 12
inches, price 50 cts. per year.

1n the March issue among the wditorial notes we
find a few words exprdssing so tersely the feelings,
not only of professing Christians, but even outsiders,
and at the same time the determination of the
present managers of THE CHRISTIAN, that we clip
the following:

Many of the best Christians of the day are
thoroughly tired of the bickerings and the scctarian
spirit' which pervades most of the current religious
literature. 'Those two features we propose 1o leave
out of the Erangelist, and if it can't live without
them, let it die. Nevertheless we propose to be a
firm advocate and defender of the doctrine of Christ.

W& FEEL cortain that we but express the feclings
of hundreds and thousands of men and women,
religious and irreligious, in saying that we have
been disgusted and pained it the questionable me-
thods of raising money uunder the name of 2eligion.
In reading some of the many adverlisements, notic-
ing their naturc and the names given to the proposed
methods, and then what was tolerated, we have been
astonished and our noses have instinictively turned
up in disgust. We feel sure that such methods are
far beneath the dignity of the gospel; they have a

cogaged; leave an impression on the man of the
world that we are more interested in his money than
his'soul; and that in msany cases the money thus
sought is to meet expenscs created by pride, but
through the lack -of intercst and picty we fail to
meet. If churches, as individuals are expected to
do, would live within their means, and do their part
of the work, God would furnish them with what is
nccessary {o carry on successfully the grand work
of Christ and leave no need of their resorting to such
methods of raising money.

on the part of the Board, and. that he will, by tho

To say that we were®

withering ¢®ect upon the picty of those thus actively .



