
262 CANADIAN DRUGGIST

Commaorcial Itoms.

Coi Linv:n Or..-The catch of cod
liver oil off the Nevfoundland banks this
reason lias been unusually light owing
probably to the hacivy storms which have
beaten upon the Atlantic coasts during
the fishing season, which has resulted in
great loss of lite and destruction of fish.
ing property. The market for this pro.
duct is accordingly firm.

TURPENTINE IN INDIA.-The produc-
tion of turpentine in India is likely before
long, says the 1-ioneer ilfail, to become
an important industry. The Punjaub
Government have receutly sanctioned the
establishment of a factory for the distilla-
tion of the crude resin, the experiments
conducted in the Dehra-Doon laboratory
and in Kangra having convinced the For-
est Department that production on a very
considerable scale is possible. In the
Kangra Valley forests alone, last season,
some 1,200 maunds of resin were col-

lected.

LIwSEED OIL.-The steady advance in

the price of flaxseed and the relatively
small receipts at Chicago, Duluth and
other points, bas admonished buyers of
linseed oil of prospective higher prices,
accordng to the &/, Paint and .Drug
Reporter. It is probable, therefore, that
few were taken by surprise when the prin-
cipal crushers last Thursday announced
an advance of ten cents per gallon. While
an advance was cxpected, its extent was
greater than anticipated, although it ap-
pears to be conceded by ail that the con-
ditions privailing warrant the present
prices. It was txpected, however, thxat
the advance would be graduai, as an ad-
vance of ten cents is, to say the leasi, un-
usual. There appears to be a wide dif-
ference in opinion as to the extent of the
crop of seed, the estimates ranging ail the
way from 15,000,000 to 25,ooo,oco bush-

els and apparently the crushers, whose
interests are most vitally affected and who
are probably best informed as to its prob.
able extent, incline to the lower figures.

SENECA ROOT.-This drug has experi-

enced a rapid advance in price. The yield
this year bas been under the average ar'd
the demand, especially for export, ap.
pears to be larger than usual. It is esti-
matcd that at least 200,000 pounds are
required to meet the denand.

CAuIr1oR.-The planting of young

trees to niake up deficicncies caused by
consumption is carried on assiduously by
the Camphor Control Offices of the For-
mosa Government, which is fully alive to
the importance of an article, the posses-
sion of which gives it such a strong hold
over the camphor market. A new Gov-
ernment refinery is to be opened this
year, and will have capacity for a daily
output of about 8,ooo lbs. What has so
far been refined is said to be of good
quality, though it appears to be somewhat
rich in oil. From a report issued by the
Formosa Government on the local cam-
phor industry, it appears that rumors of
the establishment of the camphor mon-
opoly regulations caused quotations at
home and abroad to rise, even before they
were put into forc. Manufacturers
started working in great haste, and per-
sons otherwise employed threw up their
business in order to engage in the pro.
duction of camphor. Ail the control
offices, except Ratow, purchase the crude
camphor and camphor oil, but that office
itself engages in its production. The
total amount of camphor purchased from
the licensed producers or manufactured
between August 5, 1899, and March 31
last was 20,437 cwt., and 15,535 cwt. of
camphor oil.

GINSENG.-The production of ginseng
is a monopoly of the Corean Government.
It is grown in gardens in the Songdo dis-
trict by farmers licensed by the Govern-
ment, to whom it is sold at a fixed rate.
The Government, of course, does not pay
anything like the market value for the
ginseng; moreover, payment is made in
nickels, which are intrinsically worth only
one.fifth of their face value, thus the
profit made by the Government is a very
handsome one. In previous years the
licensed farmers got much better prices
for the root from the Japanese, who took
the ginseng,while the farmers complained
to the Government that the Japanese had
raided their fields,which they were unable
to protuet. To such an extent had this
practice grown that in order to stop
smuggling the Corean Government with-
drew the prohibition, and permitted the
export of the root on payment of duty of
about 5o per cent. ad valorem. ; but in
spite of this smuggling went on. Last
year the whole crop was safely got in
under the personal supervision of the
Chief Commissioner of Custorms. The
ginseng was sold to a Chinese syndicate
for £1o3,ooo, the contract of sale ex-
pressly stipulating that the 19oo crop

should not be exported from Corea until
after the I2th Chinese moon-i.e., Janu-
ary, 190.-Piar. /., Eng.

Tho World's Rubber-Production
and Consumption.

Although caoutchouc or rubberyield-
ing trees are found in a large belt of coun-
tries on both sides of the Equator, yet the
demand for the best qualitiesof indiarub-
ber is far in excess of the supply. The
varicties which are a Imost exclusively used
when great clasticity and durability are
required are the Para, Ceara, and Mada-
gascar rubbers, and the demand for these
varieties ncreases every year-an uner-
ring indication of their s.alue.

The total consumption of rubber in the
world to.day is estimated at 14o,ooo,ooo
pounds, costing at least £15,000,000.
The following statistics of the world's
production and consumption of rubber
are taker from Mr. Ferguson's "All
About Rubber," a book which deais in a
very comprehensive manner with every-
thing relating to the industry.

THE WORLDS INDIARUDER.

rnooUCTS. 0.
Br,.azil. ,cu t u Wi t

" C a r a ) . . . 01 ,0 0 0
Cer - 91.000

(Mdangabeita) 65.00
Guiana............. 6.000
floliMa----------.. .30 000'
Rest of S. An0erica.. 40000
Central Au erica and

Mexico--------...50,000
Java, Bornco and

East & Wet Afrirc SO.0
Mfadngascar & Mau.

s,ttus-------------Slow0
Ceyln----------150

Australia........... -

Cw:.... .. 1,53,150

Armcra (United Cwt.
States & Canada..403.00

United Kingdorn &
Dependencies sare
Canada .......... 450.000

C on t incn t laf
Europe ... . 400,000

cw. ...... 1,253,000
In 1898 about 240,000 crt. of Para

rubber were sent to Europe and 200,000

cwt. to the United States, but the amount
varies fron year to year owing to the very
unequal nature of the annual gatherings.
The United Kingdom re-exports nearly
150,000 cwt. to the United States, Ger-
many, and Russia out of ber imports of
400,000 cwt. of raw rubber. Africa sup.
plics half of the rubber sent into the
United Kingdom; and we learn fron the
handbook on the rubber industry by the
B.S.A.Company that it is now ascertained
that extensive tracts in north-west and
north-east Rhodesia produce natural rub.
ber of a high commercial value. The
native methods of extraction, however,
are very destructive ; and in the absence
of protective regulations the opening up
of markets will inevitably tend to the
rapid extirpation of rubber trees.

The supply of rubber,. for instance,


