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¥ A Little While,”

| BY KEY» o CARMICHANL, Mudyy MARRMAN,
t ——
t
§ A dittte while” and yo shall seeme;

: Bua(ly Thou tarriest ong

| pridesrosm bolaved, when ghall thir night of weap.

Bo turaed to soug?
With heaven so fas Dotween us,
Jud earth g0 necx to luro na and beguilo.
Howlong? Ob, Tbon didat promiee but te torry
s ) ltslo while”

;“A Jittle while” The sorrosring and the sinning
Aie nob for avar,

{Beso charms that carth and sense have wound

around 1Mo,

Thire and shall sever,

Haw long ore Lawaken

Where nothing enters that can me defile *

I hoar the volea of my belaved say gently
» A little while?

« 4 littlo whilo,” my heart and fieah ave failing.
Bo long the night.
My feot are sore; mino 6yes are dim with straining
3 Towards the light.
Ohi when wilt Thou array mo
Ia glorious hody no moro weak and vilo?
Coms quickly! Thou didst promifso but to tarry
« A littie while.”

« & ittle while,” I say with wigtful glances
At yon bright skies,

Whero isths promise of thy Master's coming?
Tho wozld replies.

Row leng shall 1 bo weaxy

With hearing maon thy nomo and laws rovilo?

h toach thom thot Thou didst kut mean to taxry
# A Hittle while."

x3 little while,” the wholo creation waita
"Thes in hope and fenr;

Kurely the sound of tbat swift-driven chariot
At lengte I heay.

0 Earth) Earth) Earth} arxouse theol

Wako from thy toars| put on thy glory! smile!

Surely Ho cometh; and He wili but tarry
+ A 1iitlo whilo.”

TRE Mans®, MARKRAM,
Nov.,, 1873,
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FOME MISSION FUND,

CANADA PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH.

Tho last Genoral Assembly appointed col-
lactions to be taken upin aid of Home Mis-
sions in all the congrogations and mission
 stations of the Church (save where Mission-
ary Associntions axe in oporatien), on the
third Sabbeth of December.

In view of the importance ot the Home
Mission Sclienao, as rogards the growth and
prosperity of the Church ot large, and the
wnusually pressing demands made upon the
funds at tho present time, the Commilteo
have deemed it advisable to present o briof
statement of the fields embraced, and the
sum roquired to carry on the work entrusted
to their care.

Thove is great reason for gratitude to Al-
mighty God for the steady growth of our
Homo Mission work, and tho numerous in-
dications, every vhero apparent, that the ef-
forts of our missionaries and the gonorosity
of owy paoplu have beon so largely blessed
in recent years, In 1862, the yoar after
tho union of the two bodies which now
sompose the Canada Presbyterian Church,
the total nwinber of misgionaries omploy-
el (probationersand students) was J44,
while the nmunber reported tolast Assembly
104, The amount of contributions for
1862 was $4,614.28, while those o
1878 reach tho sum of §19,082.68. Thig
smount is still very far below what shouldyg
be given by tho membership of a church fo
strong numerieally and finaucinlly, and very
far from the sums given by other evangeli-
¢l denominations in Canada for the samo
shjeet. Wovortholess, it shows an increas-
ing tntorest in the work, and encourages the
hope, that if our cougregations are only
regularly and fully informed of our pro-
sross and obligations, they will gire most
choefully of their wmenns for the extengion
of the Rod »wmer's kingdom in our lond.

The fiolds orabraced in our Fowme Mission
work ave the Provinces of Ontaxio and Que-
%oc ,Manitoba and British Columbin. Un-
tH last year, the work in British Columbiz
was under the care of the Foreign Mission
Gommittee. The work in Manitoba has
grown upon us so rapidly during the Iast
_threo yoars, that a vory Jarge cxponditure
is nooded for that Provineo alone. The
town of Winnipex contains & population of
3,600, while immigrants are constautly
pushing on to tho intexior of the country.
A very laxge proportion of tho settlers in
the now distriots are Presbytouans from
Ontavio, having special claims upon the
-sympathies of the Chureh in Canada; sud
A8 these immigrants, for tho most pavt, 8ro
possessed of but little menns, and heve
many diffienltios to coutend-with in thag
®ew country, but little can be oxpocted
from them for o considorable timo for
the support, of oxdinancos, boyomd
Ris  bare orcotion of elwmrehos and
w2uses, ‘Cho waintenshes of oux xaicsion-
vios in that provines must therefore bo
f’vi:led for -almost enticely sub of Home

Withant enteumng iate minute details, 1t
may be sufiieiont to atate that the Homeo
Mission Committes provide missionaries
and help to mawmtain  them i 100 distinot
loentities in the Provinces of Quebeo and
Ootario. In Mauitoba, they employ s mis-
sionaries and  soveral eatechists, and ave
wirder obligution o provide for the Collego
established at Kiuddonan, sut which 1» svon
to be 1emoved to thetewn of Winnipeg.
Mr, Jamisson still labors 1m Butish Col-
umbia, having four ste.ons under his
chavge.  As special fiolds demanding more
than usual attention atthw present moment,
nay be mentioaed the hige uud dostitute
district in the Simere Presbytery, kvown
ua tho Hushoke dievricy,” the muwsion
gtavions on Lake Superior, consisting of
Bruco Mines, Sault Ste Marie, Silvor Islet,
Prince Avthar's Laading, and Fort Wi
Iiam ; and the new Roman Catholio Mis-
gionin Glengarry, withi the bounds of
the Presbytery of Montveal. In addition
to the support of missionavies, the Com-
mitteo also supplement the &ipends of 60
numstors, regularny ordained over congre-
gations which are gs yot unable of them-
sclves to maintain the stated ordinances of
religion,

Tho supplements granted congregations
and the aid rendered mission'stations axe of
nocessity hut limited. The funds placed nt
the disposal of the t omumittee havo to be
cavefully husbander, and most sparngly
distributed. Many necessitous fields are
thus left unoceupied that loudly call for
aggressivo offort. It is also greatly to be
lamentod that brethren in the mimstry,
sottlod over non-susiaining congrogations,
aro compelled to lnbor on stipends, allo-
gother inadequate tn maintain themselver
and their families i comfort, and in some
cascs far bolow wages now paid to ordinary
workmen in Ontaiio ond Quebec.

Tho Committes mught easily cito special
instances that appeal to every Christian
hoart. They profer, however, to rest the
cinims of Home Missions upon the liberal-
ity of the Church and ihe direct command
of Christ, nnd the obligations that Jlevolve
upon every professing member to mako

‘kmow tite Gespel to his moro destitute

fellow-men. Our pash success in the work
of Home Missions, and the vast territory
we aro called to occapy, God's great good-
nces to us as a Chureh, and the abundant
means placed withm oir hands, all demand
a conscientions onsec.ation of our sub-
stance to the causc of Christ. As o writer
i tho Free Chuveh Record says +—In-
differonce to the work of Home Missions
1s simply death to a~ We shall inevitally
shrinkup as @ Churcdiof we donot cxpand:
If we are not up awd stirring, the pround
will bo vccupied bolore us by those m
whose  evangelical teaching we can-
not have ontire coniudence. Home Mis-
sions is really in a very wportant sense
the great work of tue Church; for if the
fountain at home s+ not kept fresh and full
it is impossible ths. . i@ gtreams abrond can
be offectunlly fed from i7. '

The membership oi the Canadn Presby-
terian Church according to lngt Statistics is
51,612, not o gpeak ot ine adheronts, who
aro gonerally found willing to aid tho ben-
evolont sehames of . Church. With such
& mombership it requives but httle ealeu-
lation %o see how oasily at least $40,004,
instead of $20,000.might bo raised for Homa
Missions. Were each member to contribute
on Al AVOrage Lol :ore than one dollar
a year, our Ilome Mission funds would at
once reach the sum of Fifty Thousand Dol-
lars ¢ There Jurely nothing oxtravae
gant in such 2 catawlatwn, nor will any one
presumo Lo sy ¢hat such a contribution (o
the cause of Chri  in s land would im
poverish tho gizer - there is that secat-
tercth and yeb pa v G ibs aud there is that
with holdeth meva fegr 18 moet, but 1t ten-
deth to poverty- the nberal scal ghall be
made fat; and e twe’ wasteth sl he
wasted slso hamesu.  de that Lath pity
upon the poor. tead <t nato the Loxd , aud
that which he fimtl yrvent will He pay Jum
again.”

16 thy cruso of cou:
with anotsci.
And tbrough all vhie ys4a.» ®

thos and thy basthes
Teve {ivino will 8% L. asc auause, or thy handful

ey waws ngé riso and sharo it

amine it shol) sorve

Sc.m:;-t i(llxr:;l:n:u w » - mahe aroydlfeastfor
two.

Xer tho Aeart giew « o vag wllits weplth {
1iving gain

feeds which mildew w .re garnor, scattored, fill

with geld tho plaw
Ic thy burden hox t = a4 w7 Do thy etops drag

woarlly?
Holp te boar shy brutkd « " eden; God will bear

bekia it and tivee

In namo of tus rion-~ Mission Commit-
teo. &
¢ COCHRARY,

Convonar.

Brantiord, Nov 341 NT, E

P.g.~—Toens '« anmittoe with ns
littls dolay as m v s - 2 wipo off thoir in-

y—t .3 27 $0°310,000—it

3

“

L3 s

is of the utmost importance that congreyn-
tions shonld make then contubutions ut an
enrly date. In cvery rase the colleetions in
aid of this fund showld be rent not Inter
than tho 81st of Maveh.

w. C.

B oo e stombairidrarmemmpere]

A Crylng Bvil,

Xditor BRUIIRH AMERICAN FIEEBY PERIAN.

81, —N» one hasving the interesis of our
ohavch at heart ean look abroad, and not
facl thut tlungs ae not ar they should be
with our youug people. We sce the chil-
dren of veligions parents, the young of our
Churches, and the Scholars of owr Sabbath
Schools, as they grow up, forsaking tho
ways of ther Fathers and ** no man layeth
it tu homtt,” o1 any ratc the Church is
evidently ot awake to her duly in the
wmatter.  Wo havo read with pleasure an
articlo in the Oetober Record taken from
the London Weckly Revicw, headed = Qur
Childien,” and are glad fo sce Uiis sulject
is elaiming attention in England, let ns
hope thet some nction will boe taken in this
conntry to remedy the evil. It appears to
us, thers is by far too much jnolination on
this sids of the Aflantie to performs our
duties by proxy, and here les o great part
of the blame. This inclination displays
itself very oasily in the family, for the child
or cluldren mugt be handed over to the
nurse, and the mother, forgetting the sac-
red {rust reposed in her, must have hor rest,
or time for other duties, whirh of course
tako precedence of the enve of the children
God has given her ! There is the Doreas
Society has to be attended ts, as winter
appronches, and there nre so many poor
little ones must be lovked after, Then
there is this or that beuevolent Society
meoting must be attended, theve wers so
fow at lnst meeting. As to one’s own chil-
dreu, o, the nuvse can look after them.
And this inclinetion shows itself iu tho
Sabbath School too. The Superintendent
and some of the maloe tenchers are toobusy
to visit their scholars, and it is very con-
venient to have their wives or sistors attend
to this duty, the fact is “it is more in their
1ine,” “'they can do that sort of thing botter,”
and 1f the dutyis done, what matter it
who does it 7 Nor does the evilstop at tho
Sabbath School, for forgetful of the sanctity
of the Church, and in spite of it, it enters
thero in dofinnce of the various courts that
oversee the one and ovorlook the other.
Ministers preach and teach and visit by
proxy, and Elders following the example of
thew lenders, aro perhaps moro seldom seen
nt the homes of thoso living in their dis-
tricts in person than Ly substitute. Noris
it enly in their official capacity that these
leaders often fail in ipaportant duties by
having too much businoss on hand. With
se many meetings to attend—prayor meot-
ings it ia trua, or sossion meotings perhaps,
or Missionary meeotings, or St\bbath Sechool
meetings, or Church mestings of somse kind
or auother, the hiome 18 loft without a heud,
might after night, week after week, month
after month, and year after yeoar, until it
would bo a miracle if everything wont as
1t should, Now 1s it possible that tlus is
all nght? We cannot think so. That
bond of sympathy which should exist be-
tween parents and children, teachers and
seholars, and ministers and people, is brok-
en, and we ses tho vesult, we think, in the
ovil complaed of. Parents and othors sow
mdifference to the interests of the young
under their own immediute easo, anl they
reap the fruit which this naturally produces.
“ Do men gather grapes of thorns ox figs of
thistles.”? Fathers who are out night aftor
mght, leaving their duaties to be poiformed
by proxy, if at all, cansearcely wonder that
their boys are more at howme, and who
krows where they may be at night. or
what influence may bo brought to bear on
them during the Lhours of leisure.  Mothets
that liave su many engagements taking
them from their homes neod not <urcly bo
surprised, that their daughters shonld not
turn out “ keopers at home.” Not very
long simce we heard a Minister 1 » strange
pulpit (he haviny made an cschiange for
the evening) give an earnest warning to
hearers against running from eno Church
to another. Need we sy that with practico
aud precopt so strongly ut varianes 1t would
be wonderful if that good was_ accomplish-
ed which should have been. It was cloarly
a sermon prepared jor his own church, aud
should never have been heard outstde of i,
as, 50 long g8 Munsters, and Teacliexs, and
Parents forsake theii parts, they ean searce-
ly with any consisteucy blume people and
scholars for following in their steps. Of
conrse weo know the famdy is o small field
for a father and mwedier when so many
othiex tamilies wany attention, and it Jooks
very selfish toattend to one’s own, butis it
not n sevious question whether the family
is to be trained up for God or grow up for
Satan? st a light tlung that a congre-
gation should be loft fiequeatly to ilie
muustration of proxies, and that the spirit-
ual food should be so very uncertain—some
times wheat, but many a time and oft only
chaif 7 (But the questuon that staggows
most people 15,1l ws dout do coctam vui

wdo work, who will, and hiore, we would
say, is the puce for faith to step in, not a5
i# usually, or too often the caso, when a
man or womnat, forgettng his ox her itst
cnre, gives attention to what shvald Lo «
secondary considoration, and las fith u
God taking cave of what skould Lava been
his first daty 1)

Wo gvieve when wo think of so many
familice that have gone natray,and go many
congregations and schools, that have been
seattered to the winds, for want of proper
énro from thosge to wheia God had eonunit-
ted the sacred trust.  Wo do not coincide
with the statement that Mmisters’ and

Siders' fumiliea alwoys turn dut worst, but
et iow vinany tun dut bud? Wa do net
Uy auy weons cay, Minisiors shédld ot
exchunge pulpits, dbut we have oortainiy
goen enough-to aard-against toe mush of

s, or undurtaling wo xy:ny dubes, upart

oy S o o e = ma = e oo o

fiow those puriaining to wne's own coligre- | be mac.  legitimately Irom the ilecizion of

gation,  Aud surely theio is inducuiavnt
onough to all, and especinlly to pavonts, to
ativnd to their duties personally whoen they
think of the termination to s lite of devotion i
to duties in thoir proper order, when thoy
will bo able to say **Buhold, Iand the chil- |
dron which God has given me,”

Of course thero ave other canges helping on |
thoresult we deplove and wooan scarcely omit
fo mcativiobe ot o ol these.  Loreost
smong them are extrome viows, enforced by
the heads of families on their children. As
Timothy Titcomb says, “there in so much of 1
tne pig in human nature,” that extreme |
notions in one direction almost mvarubly |
drive the children into the other way o
thinking. We wounld refor especially to!
extreme views it reference fo religion, or |
the Temporance question, or amnsements
and recreation, or the Snbbnth, or books tv
bo read, or dress, or what shiouid er should
not be at table, It is very well when par-
ents can have their ehildren act as they
think best even onminor points, sud ponts
not msisted on m God's word, but to Iay
down ‘*‘east iron rules,” in roference to
those, i likely to drive the children from
rathor than to draw them to the parents’
hesris.  Another cause weo must refer to is
the differonce between the precept and the
practice of pavents, #nd heie wo do not
rofer to anything so bad as hypoerisy, for
we do not think this difference is inton-
tional, at least wo would hope not. Yot
who has not noticed many plainly dressed
pavents, with giddy over-dressed daughters
whose chief ond scemed to ha to dress. Tt
is true that these young ladiesare rogularly
{eld that they must make sacrificos for
Chnst, but these pavents weil know that
winle & paltry doliar & year is given for
missions, two or three dollars per month
are spent on “trifles light as air,” with
their consent erpressed or understood.
Aud these are to be our fuiure mothers 1!
Traly dud o young man soy very lately, “It's
“po use expecting to get married, young
«1adies, now-a-days, raust have o husband
“+with from two to ten thousand dolars per
“annum.” .

Thero are uther minor causes, but we
connet take more space to xefer to theso.
Lot us hope that what we have said may
lead gome to think and to “‘examine them-
gelves,” that we may sce achange in respeet
to the treatment of the young, and moro
attention givon to the subjest in the pulpit
and the home.

Yours,
Piuiros.
28rd Novembe 1878.

Union and its Basis.

Editor Brarisn AMRRICAN PRESBYTIRIAN
Drar Sir,—I shall not trouble you with ‘
o very lo ngthened reply te Mr.3Middlemiss
for, though ke has said some very bard I
things about me, he has notin the slightest
removed my difficulty or extricated him-
self from the pesition in which by his for-
mer acknowledgments ho was placed. T
did not intentionally misrepresent him, !
and I loave it with your readers to say if{1
T did so at all, even unintentionally, In
his first letter our friend says, “If a man's
character is  the best part of his estate, to
damago it maliciously or even revklcsslyt
should bring down the penalty of the civil |
Iaw on tho head of the offender;  and M.
M. also acknowledges that the extreme
caso suppused *would involve o breach of
the Inw of the land,’ and a ‘“‘very serious
one.”  Now, all I smd (and X say it stilly,
was thoo in that cage it followed that if any
one chiose to take the doings of a Church |
court bejore the civil tnbunals, rince \‘.hei
Iatter have o right, as Mr. M. :wlmowL-T
edges they hane, to interfore in cases of!
smalice,” ur even *‘recklessness,” thawhole
of the procecdmgs of the eccl siastienl
court may be legitimately reviewed Ly the
crvil tribunal, tor without thus being done
it is impossible in many instances to know
whother there have been “malice” and
wiecklessness” or not. I at onco acknowl-
cdge that & man is not reaponsible for the
iufurences which anothier may even legiti-
mately draw from the premises he lays
down. DBut here I dill not draw inferences.
I took Mr. M.'s statument as it stood.
Wherover there s a *malicions” or *2eck-
less proceeding, to tao pectmary njury of |
individuals, in a Cliareh court, then there
is, hie rays, a breacl: of the law of the land;
and it is the lan’s  prexvgative to seek out
aud punisht such a breach.  Can Mi. M.
make such o statement without acknowi-
edging that the civil court is the final court
of appeal, secing hie allows it to investi- |
gaseand  deonle finally whexe thete has
Leen madtce or recklessness, and whero
thore has been none?  The Church conrt
i> in that case neithar co-ordiunte with the
civils no, oven i whiat it clais as its vwu
splicie, supreme.  What theugh the awil
tribunal decide that there hins been no mal-
ice proved, and dismiss the ease? ltis
nutwithstanding nvestigated, and fiaally
ead supreinoly deeided.  What 1ore diffi-
cult to determine thun “recklessness 2 yet
here, too, the civil tribuual is allowed to
st and decide, whicl it could not do with-
eut jurisdiction. heing allowed it, by oven
such o shicklor for Chureh independence ag
Mr. M. In his last letter Mr. M. says aud

i
i

wnusays tho samo thing in the most de-

an acclusiastu ol court to a civil one, and
hio sduis ohiat if such an appeal is mads it
onght to be wnstantly dismissed, “without
examination.”  In that ense, how are tho
“maliee” and “recklessness” to bo dis-
covered ?

Then in the case of deposition, Mr, A
says Lo would never appenl to the civil
courts for protection.  He would treat the
sontenco az null and void.  Vory good so
faxr. But he goes on, *If my congregation,
Lavinyg the ~aine views a3 I Lave, poss.ss-
1y proparty which they contributed o the
acquisition of for one purpose,are unwilling
thiat it should bo alionated to what they
behave to be a different purpose. and de-
oline, though thoy adhere to me, {o be dis-
posessed of theirproperty until the civil au-
thorities, with vhom rests the final and
wwrovorsable disposal of all property, shail
pronvunce they havo lost their right to it.”
s«Can any man say they are inconsistent.”
To be sure he ean. Ts it not
plain  that, in the case Mr. M.
supposes, the disposnl of this property all
hangs on setthmg whother or not the de-
cision of the ccclesinstical court has been &
righteous oue or not? And does it require
any arguinent to show that the civil court
is,by the very appeal to it,;made final judge
of whether or not Mr. M. (sny) was so de-
posed ; for that brings the decision whether
or not the congregation adhering to him as
a deposed ministor should bo deprived of
the property they only helped to creato?
Even as Mr. M. puts tho mattor it is mani-
fest that I did him no wrong, and did nof
smisrepresent” his statements. But Mr.
M. does not put the caso,—shall I say 9=
foirly, According to Presbyterinn ideas, &
congregation is not a soparate unit—it is
part of & whole, and ils ohurch property is
held on the same terms and las been ac-
cumulated simply on the samo understand-
ing. A church and manse, say, have been
built. That church and manse, as My, M.
would acknowledgo, is net the privale pro-
perty of tho present mombers of that ocon-
gregation. It cannot be burdened with
more debt without the consent of the whole
church, as represented by the Preshytory.
Tt jg old in trust for the body as a-whole,
and if tho congregation becamo defunct the
assots from its snle would go to the Church
as 2 wholo, Butsupposing that all Mr. M’s.
congregation did not adhore to him. Sup-
pose only o minority did. That minority
did not own o shilling of the ohurch pro-
porty as private individuals. It was for &
particular purpose that it was contributed.
Woli, they, the minority, affirm that tho
majority has changed in reference to that
pwrpose, and ave ju error about the Head-
ship. The majority say, “No, we are the
same.” The supreme court of the churoh
lhas, by an overwhelming mojority,said that
we are oceupying our original around, and
therefore we continue to hold the roperty
as formerly. Who s to decide betweon the
dwisputants?  The point of differenco is
purely spivitual.  The Church courts have
decided one way. -Is the minority to say,
Wo feel wo aro right, the Church courts are
wrong. Members overywhere are against
us, and wo bow meekly and suffer wrong
and loss?  “No,” says Mr. ML, “thoy may
ding the majority into the civil court, argue
the gpiritual pomt winch has been decidod
by the supreme spuitual court, before,
it 1ny be, an ungodly judge, and tako his
Jecision in preference fo that of the Assem-
bly ou that spiritual issue by which tho pos-
gossion of tho proporty is determined! With
tins sumple statemont of what Mr. M. ac-
knowledges, I leave your rcadors to say
whether or not I have “misvépresented”
hin,

I am,
A PRESBYTERIAN.

Presbytery of Bruce.

The P1e<hytory of Bruce held a special
meeting at Huron, on the 12th instant.
Notwithstanding the bad state of thereads,
the churd was filled to its utmost capacity,
with carnest and devout hearers.  The
Rev. Mr. Cameron, of Lucknow, preached
an excollent discourse from Iphesians IL
1. Rev. Mr. Dawidson addresced the
aundience in tho school house. Tublie
worship Leing ended, the Prosbytery pro-
cooded to moderate in a call to a minister
to il up the vacaney in the congmegation,
when 1t was proposed that Mr. McQueen's
namo be mserted in the call. I was pro-
posed iu  amondment that the name of
Mr. McKay, of Middle River, ¢. B, bo
ingerted in tho call. The vote being taken,
ten voted for Mr. McKav, and thirty-seven
for Mr. MoQucen.  Mro MeQuean was
dolared duly olcctcd, and T's naume was
accordingly insertcd into iho oall, which
was subscrived by 87 comunicants, and
985 adherents, representing 130 families,
A paper 1n opposition to tha oall was signed
by thuse in faver of Mr. McKay, to the
numeber of 282, representing 64 families.
he Presbytety,in viow of the «trong
epposition ¥e e eall, declined tusustuin it.
Tev. Mx. Frasar roported a call fiora Pine
River, nfavor of the Rov. Avclubald Me-
Dirmid,  Mr. Frasei's conduet in woder-
ating in the eall was sustaived, and his
diligence commanded.  Aflor heaxing com-
nussionexs from the congrogntion, tho tall
weas sustamed, and aidored to be forwgeded

hghtful fashdean. e saye “we g, cal” ean

w M, Bellnadd,




