2

BRITISH

AMERT

§ PRESBY'I'ERIAN

June 29, 1377,

astor and People,

g;;:;oﬁ'i»y Rav. Alexandor Topp, D.D.,
at the opening of the General
Assombly-

“ y o dost 0 hig
L Bor o Ao And. dofivor:
ansenrive to the Jews from snothor plece, but
tiat iy et sl el
i“m‘i&':ﬁ?:&" ::oﬁlt%‘gxmo aa this P'~-EsTnxi 1v 14

YWhataver may bo the ontward condition
of tha Church of God at_any time, how-
over apparently depressed nnd oast down,
> whatever perils or teiale it may bo ox-
posed, wo havo the acsurance that its
oauso is that whioh is dostined to maka

rogross and finally to be triumpbant. It
Eas been ever tpoken againet and rosisted
and perrecuted ; still it has at the eame
time, in the face of all that is sontrary or
aotivoly hostile, hold on its way, bringing
onemies into willing, oheerful eubjection,
and showing itself to be tho only power
which can subdno the oarnal passions of
the heart of mav, and produce in him con.
formity to the holy law of God. It was
long sinco tho inepired pealmist could in
faitﬁ thus exult over the rdversaries of the
truth : % Why do the heathen rago, and the
poople,” io.

T'he same gentiment is found in almost
every pago of tho racred volume. It was
emphatically, though figaratively, set
forth inthe first promise aftor the fall,
when the temyj ter is $hus addressed by God
himeelf: ¢ I will put enmpity botwoen thee
and the woman, and betweon thy seed and
hor seed. He shall bruise thy head and
thou shalt bruise his hesl” Here was
the foreshadowing of complete victory.
The trath of it has been gradually but
surely developing iteelf. Andall the record
of the pact lias been but one accamulating
mass of evidence, forming & firm founda.
tion on which to rest, that the empire of
sin and Satan will bo cast down, and the
blessed reign of the Messlah eball every-
where prevail.

The certainty of the caro which God ex-
erolges over the advancemont of His own
work, 88 wel] a3 of the accomplishment of
‘His purpore, is clearly statod in the words
which we have rend ; at least we have an
exsmple of it in this passage, The refer-
ence 18 to the cause of God, or rather to
the people who were idontified with the
canse ot God, viz. the Jews, many of
whom were soattered throughout the king-
dom of Porsls. A plot had beon arranged,
at the instigation of the prime minister, to
destroy all the Jews in the land, Every-
thing, humanly speaking, scomed to favor
the accomplishment of the plot. Bat the
statomont is mude, evidently on divine
authority, that it shall not be successful,
but that enlargement and deliveranoe shall
arige to the Jews. God is at no Joss how
to fulfil His designe. He hay overything
at His disposa), and can work by whatever
meaps Ho pleaseth, or without means,
We have the exprees determination of His
word ** that no weapon formed against His
people shiall prosper,” and the deolaration
of onr Lord himself in the New Testameont :
«¢T build my Ohurch upon & rock, and the
gates of Liell shall not prevail agawmst it

Nevertheless, {hat aasurance does not re-
liove thore who nre identitied with the
eause of God of their responsibility in con.
nexion with the same. ' Yo are my wit-
neseos,” esith the Lord to all His people.
They s#re His represontatives among their
fellowmen, and to whom is He to look for
the maintensance of His own ecaunse, and
for the defence of bis truth againat all op.
posing powers, but to those who are the

rofessing members of His Oburch. Al

a8l were bound to uphold and eontend,
at the macrifice of their life, if need be, for
the good of the commonwealth, and hence,
though the work had been accomplshed
and the victory over the encmies of the
1and had been gained withont rtheir aid,
yot the golemn and decided injanotion was
jssued : * Curse ye, Moroz,” suid the angel
of the Liord, * curse yo bitterly the inhabi-
tants thereof, beonuse the{ oame not to
the help of the Lord, to the help of the
Terd agaiost tho mighty.” .

8o here Esther, the Queen, has, in the
providence of God, beon Flaood in oircum-
atanoces in which she could kelp her people
and save them from the bloodthirsty de-
pigns of Haman, Bho is reminded of her
obligation and warned that if ho did not
geizo the opportunity of using the influence
4o which she had access for that end, she
and her father’s house would bo destroyed ;
yot enlargement and deliverance would
come from another quarter. The safoty
of the Jews was not absolutely in her power,
The intimation was given that it would
somehow be brought about in the arrange.
ments of God's providence, yet beoause of
{he place which she ccoupied she stands
forth: us the responsible person, and on hex
the obligation rested to employ the monns
putby God into her hands with that view,
#17ho knoweth but thou art come to the
kingdom ?"—to hold the high position
whioh thou dost fill for this very end; yet
God's people may be saved from dostruc-
tion, and his cause aud name honored in
the sight of the nations.

Such appearato be the purport of the
passage bofore us. And its application to
the circnmstances of the people of God in-
dividually, sccording to their means and
opportunitirs of usefulness, or to the
Church of Christ generally, or to any one
professing Churoh spootally, requiresno
straining at all. It is quite plainand ob-
vious. It ia juet the carrying out of the

rineiple o clearly laid down by our Lord
Eimself: & T'9 whomsoever mnich is given,
of him much will be required.” And that
ig & principle which commends iiself alike
1o renson and conscience and sound judg-

ment.

‘We intend to uss it on this seoasion with
reference to our position and circumatences
a :Ohmr?l? and our grest responsibility
thense arising.

T. I obserse that the furtherance of the
eaugs of God oughit +0 be the mxgd ooncern
of the professing Chureh of Obrist in all
the forms in which it existe. Every one
who professes o have received Christis
under obligation to regard himsell as the
Tiord's, and onlled upon to live for the

or of Chriat supremoly. So oughit it to
with professing bellsvers eolleetivaly.
Indesd, the very design for whish Ohristlan
sooleties or OChurches were formed at

firgt, and have over ainoe been crganized,
is that the mewbora theroof may not _only
sxomplity to tho world the spectaclo of
onenoss in the taith of Chist, and bo
mutuelly helpfal to cno another for their
growth In graes, and building up in holi.
ness, but that they wmay vombine thelr
means, and resonrses, and power all the
more sffectually, to bring ihal truth to
bear upon othera aronnd, and fo spread it
over all tho earth.

Of course, whon wo thus spesk of tho
Ohureh wo do not mean the real, invisible
Chneah, composed of all the mombers of
Ohrist’s mystical body, but the organiza-
tio~ which beara tho namo of Christ, which

rofossen to Jift up n testimony for, and is
dentified with Him. In conasequence of
the imporfeotion of evan sanotifisad human
pature, the Charoh of Christ is not one
visibly in tho face of the world. It isaplit
up into commuuities, differing in somo
partisular points of doottine, oy worship or
government, Y“ holding generally the
samo oardinal dootrines of the Christian
faith, rocognizing emch other foo us
Ohurches of Christ, yot nol aeting as one
body in the puranit of the samo common

end.

This division is not the work of God,
but the work of Man. Somo may say that
it is neoossary for the interoats of the truth,
and unavoidable beeause of tho rarity
which oxists in tho constitution of men’s
minds, preventing agreement in all things,
and thus causing the ground of separation.
Bat whilst there may be argumonts of this
natare usod, they appear to be of a selfish,
worldly kind, and to take it for granted
the men must necessarily so differ in regard
to artioles of faith, and principles of gov-
ornment as that they cannot become an
incorporated body, united in Ohrist, but
must be oontent with co-ogerstion onty.
People speak of the tribes of Israel being
soparate bodies, all forming separate om-
munities, yst combined in one eommon-
wealth for the promotion of the common
end, for mutual defenco and proteoction
agaivst the enemios of Israel. But is
thore auy argument of necessity thore?
Io it not rather, at the best, only an illus.
fration of how the professing Churches of
Christ, bolding tho same {ruths, ought to
act in the olrcumatances of separation In
whioh they now are, and not any ground
1aid down in the word of God as establish.
ing the propriety and neoessity of the pres.
ent condition of things in "the wvisible
Churoh of Ohriet ? Does it not seom to im.
ply that God does not deeiga to bring about
unity—a visible unity in the Church—aoand
that he cannot so move the human senti-
ments and affestions as {o produos it,
though confossedly IHe alone can touch
and quicken the dead soul, and bring
about a willing sabjcotion to Christ? He
who onu load the soul to Clirist, can cer-
tainly bring about such unily of sentiment
and solion as to make His Church visibly
one. And that this is His design appears
to bo ovident frem muoh of the language
of Seripture, espocially from the words of
Onr Lord himself on several occasions,
plainly indioating such a oconsnmmation.
In His last interceesory prayer wo find
bhim ueing these words, * Thal they all
may be one, as thou, Fathor, art in me, and
I in thee, that they aleo may be oue in us,
that the world msy believe that thou bast
sont me.” Now true believers have always
been thus one with Ohrist, and with the
Father in CObrist, necessarily so, as the
subjects of His kingdem, and consequently
it follows that Our Lord prays for atnrther
unity, and that a unity which will be in.
stramental in persusding the world to be-
lievo that Jesns Christ is the sent of God.
And again he says in another place, ** And
other sheep I'have whioh are not of this
fold. Them also I must bring, and there
shinil be one fold, and one Shepherd.”

But situated us the Churohes of Christ
nre, their distinguishing mark should be
that of devotedness to the work of their
grent head, and of anxiely to promote in
evary way, both within and without, and
throughout the whole earth, the influence
of His truth, and the salvation of men
thereby.  The more tenacionsly any
Chureb adheres to this in the spirit of its
master, so much the more does it answer
its grand design. ‘Whenever a Churoh is
taken up with matters either political or
secular, or is satisfied with the general in.
fiuonce which it exerts in the community
or country, apart from the honoring of
Christ in the gathering of sinners to Him,
and in the growing sanctification of His
people ; whenever it faila to make the pro-
grees of frme religion, and all that tends
thereto the great objeot of its care and
earnest consideration, and persevering,
self-donying efforts, in so far is it failing to
cherith and exhibit the mind of Him who
was  oonsumed with the zeal of His
Father's house., If in mers outward ar-
rangoments, which are so far necessary,
the Churoh finds its atteation prinecipally
ocoupied ; if the internal things of spiritual
conviotion, and holy living, and the ropres-
sion of sooial evils, and the advancemont
of whatevor is favourable to the cause of
godliness ave not the prominent and ab-
sorbing subjects of the Church’s prayers,
and deliberations and aotive labours, then
is it losing sight of its specinl business, and
placing a barrier betweon itself, and the
fulfilment of the gracious promise of the
divino favour. The history of the past
olearly proves that Churchos as outward
organizations may ccme to nought, wh:lst
the cause of Christ goes on advarcing. To
secure the then presemce of tho Holy
Spirit, ag tho spirit of light and lifo and
moral beauty, onght to be the aim of every
true branch of the visible Churoh of Christ.
And when it is faithfnl to its Loxd, in the
steadfast maintensnoe of His truth, in the
srdent prosecution of His work, in the
oultivation of brotherly love, and in the
stimulating of its members to works of
faith and labors of love and self-sacrifice
for the good of souls, then may we rest in
the assurance that God will bs mersifal to
it, and bless it, so that the Redesmer may
through its instrumentality see of the
travail of Hiv soul and- be satisfled. It
bolds good with shurehes as with individu-
ale. “ Them that honor me I will honor,
but thay that despiveme shall be lightly
dsteomsd.”

I There are times when partieular
ohurches, whether from siluation or em.
ergent oiroumatances, or the character of
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pressions
the heart,
‘ Quench gy
our Lord
w0, Jorusatons; Jé¥usalom, thou that kill-
ost the prophets, and stonest them that
are eont unto thee, how ofter: would I have
gatiorad thy children together, even ag a
hen gathereth her chickeus under her wings,
but thou wouldstnot; thou knewest not
the day of thy visitation,” When the
spirit had boen poured out on the day of
Pentocost, and the Apostles spake with
othor tongues, they enized the opportun-
ity {o proclaim Christ and His Gospel;
and the sam» day thers wore added to the
Churoh 8000 souls. When the vision ap-
peared to Paul at Trcas—the vision of &
man of Macedonia, saying, * Come over
into Macedonia and help us"—he wisely
dicoorned the path of duty, and proceeded
thither, aesuredly gatbering that the Lord
had oalled him to preach the Gospel unto
them. Andso when the spirit of Ged is
moving the hearts of men, when religious
anxiety provails in aoy place, then is &
time for the servants and people of God to
entor in by the open door, and to seek to
gather in a rich hsrvest of souls for the
Lord. Tho Holy Ghost is a free spirit, He
worketh where, and when, and how He
pleasetl, He comes in answer to prayer.
Let the Church abound thersin ; and when
He comes, lot tho Churoh bestir herself,

Then, again, thero aro generally at par.
ticular Eeriods fandamental dooctrines,
whioh as being subjects of assault demand
specinl recogn.tion and advooacy, or, as
our forefathers usod to say, there is s pres-
ent truth to bo maintained. Aud porhaps,
if X may be allowed to sayit, it appears to
me that thero are two essential dootrines
which requiro to have promnence in the
churoh at the present day as being peoul-
arly ssesiled, either direotly or indirectly;
and thego are the inspiration of the Borip.
{ures, their divine anthority, and the priest-
Iy office of Jesus Christ, His atoning saori-
fice, His vioarieus work of obsdience and
sufferings and death for the sins of His
people. If you touch the formeryoushake
the very foundations of our faitk; and if
you depreciate or attempt to explain away
the latter you endeavor to render vain and
fatile the incarnation of the Son of God ;
you try to make His mirsion into thus
world & meaningless nudertaking on tho
part of the Godhead.  “If these founda.
tlons bo destroyed, what ean the righteous
do?" Just as the consideration was placed
before Esther, whethor she had not come
to the kingdom for the purpose referred to,
the deliverance of the Jews, so have
ohurches to considor, and that seriously,
whether there may not be certain things
in their history and ciroumstances, ealling
upon them to shake themselves from the
dust, to awake, and put on atrongth; to put
on their beantiful garments; to hold not
their peace, and give the Lord no rest,
until He arise and mako Jerusalem & praise
in the earth. Let us implore wisdom to
discern the signs of the times, and aot
decidedly for Qhrist and His truth,

III. And this leads us to notice in the
third place, that such a time as this appesrs
to have come $o us when God in His provi.
dence is specially bidding us realize our
position and our ciroumstances, and the
olaims of His cause upon us, for the pur.
pone of summnoning us fo higher aims, and
more abundant self-.denying efforts on the
part of both ministers and people for the
building up of His oauge in this land and
elasmhere,

1. God has been plessed to give very
great incroase and extension in this Do.
minion {o that partieular branch of the
Proteatant ohnreh with which we are
connested. We who now in thess days
oarry on our pastoral work generally with
ss many external conveniences and aide
and eomforts, as in the oountry from which

e spirit upon
never relurn,

our Presbyterianism has emanated, have no
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oxporimental knowladgs, and butlitile coa-
coption of the far different clreumstancos
in which onr predecessors who oamo to this
continent bad to exeroize their minislry.
The pionaors of onr churok, who ought
nevor to bo mentloned but with honor,
after nndorgoing hardehips nnkvown now,
aud many f(rinls, bave all passed away
to thelr ront and roward above, a
tho ssed which they were privileged
to sew, has, by the blessing of
God, taken deep root and grown U

into & noble stately treo, wioss wide epread-
ing branches are covering the whole land,
aftording sheltor and spiritnal refrashment,
and dropping down preolous fruit to multi-
tudes of onr fellow-countrymen. We ma

well say not with boaet(ulness, but wit

bumble gratitudo and fervent praise, that
tho promigo has beon here fulfilled, *“A
littlo ono has become a thousaud, and a
strong one & groat nation; I tho Lord will
hasten it in His time." .

Far be it from us to speak, as if
there were no recognition of the labors of
othor churches., On tho contrary wo all,
I foel assured, rejoico hoartily with them,
as they recount with thankfulness the
Lord's goodness to thom in the past, and in
go far as thoy have beon enabled toprosecute
the Tiord’s work with growing success.
May the Lord give them abundant prosper-
ity, is our eincers oarnest petition. ¢ Poace
be with all them that love our Lord in sin-
oerity I’ But of sourse we are now deal
ing with what concerns ourselves, and the
olaims which the Lord consequently has
upon our moro thorough devoted servioss
to Him. TFor surely the grand and only
roally satisfactory aocknowledgment which
the Presbyterianism of this country oan
give of tho growth and prosperily which
God hath voucheafed in the days that are

ast, is to Iabor and pray that through the

nstrumentality of those who now belong to
the church, whether as office-beavers or
members, there may be by the divine bless-
ing the same advanoing tide of progress and
usofulness, a breaking forth on the right
hand snd on the loft, that salvation may be
nigh fo them tha* fear Him, and that glory
may dwell in onc land,

2. The uni~-1 of the various branches of
our common P’resbyterianism, which by the
blessing of God has beon effected, has laid
n%on the united churoh a weightier rsspon-
sibility, and ¢ Jouder call to greater faith.
falness and ardour in the work entrusted
to it. As different ohurches, and aeting
separately, and often as it woero, oroseing
each other's path, there was not only & ten-
denoy to isolation from each other, though
holding professedly the same doctrine and
government, and worship and discipline,
but the inflaence which they exerted wass
goattered influenoce, not like that of a solid,
powerfal phalanx, as when they appear be.
fore the country as one, nof in do-operation
only but in & corporate oapacily. As one
compaot body, perhaps the largest Protest.
ant church in the Dominion, its weight
oannotbutbefelt with regardto allthataffects
the highest interests of the couniry. I do
not mean that the ohureh should ever iden-
tify itself with any political party, and thus
bocome an engine for the oarrying out of
the views and aime that are connecled
therewith. HBo goon ag it becomes suoh, its
power as an instilution of Ohrist, whose
kingdom is not of this world, will begin to
waune, and its spiritual life will be sadly in-
jured. Buch a church as thisto which we
bolong, though like its Divine Master it
does not strive or ory or lift up its voice in
the streets, oavnot fail, wherever its senti.
ments are known, to have s mighty infla.
ence on public opinion. And all the more
so0, when it is found addrensing itself exola.
sively and energetioally to its proper work,
sosking the moral and spiritaal welfare of
the community.

But I do not speak so muoh of the natural
inflnence which one church may exert and
will exert npon the institutions and interests
of the conntry. I refer to the unity of so-.
tion, and the combination of resourses, and
the greater concentration of aim and effort
which the United Chureh, extended over
the whole Dominion, may be expected to
bring and ought to bring to bear upon the
groat work of the Church,—the extension
of its own borders, the proseoution of home
and foreign miassionary operations, snd the
preparation of a qualified and devoted min.
istry. It is matter of thank(ulness to God
that the work of missions both at home and
abroad has been carried on with so much
v.gor and sucoess. * God be merciful to
us and bless us for thatend.” * That Thy
way may be known upon the earth, and
Thy saving healthnpon all nations,” Graee
comes into the heart, yot it may go forth
to embrace others, And so the spirit of
Ohtriet dwells in the Chureh that itssym-
pathies may extend to and its efforts be di-
reoted towards the subjeotion of all to the
government of Messish, And in a
gpeoial manuer let the Qolleges and Theo-
loglcal Halls of onr Ohuroh have our warm.
est affeotions, and our most anxious care,
and tho moet liberal support. ‘¢ The har.
vest tealy is great, but the laborers are fow;
pray yo the Lord of the harvest that He
would gend forth laborers into His har.
vest.” These are objeots of concern which
domand the oconslant solicitude of the
Churob, and aocordin% ag they oconpy the
forofront or notin all its proceedings, so
will it have the favor and countenence of
its Great Head or not. It stands true at
all times, * The Lord is with you while
ve be with Him ; and ifye seek Him He
will be found of you; but if ys forsake Him
Ho will forsake you,"

8. Another element in the responsibility
which rests upon us as a chureh, is the
fact that the country in whith we find our-
eolves is one which is only, as it were, in
it youth, apparently destined to become
the abode of A ummerous people, and of &
great and mighty nation in the eourae of
time. The future of any man's charscter
and position, and saoling, depends very
much, noder God, upon his early training,
aud the inflaences by which he is lm'tonug-
ed. 8o the fature of this Dominion, in o
{ar as its sooial, and intellegtual and moral
condition is sonderned, will, subject to the
Divine hand, be fashioned to alargs extent
by the faithfulness with which the trath is
presenied and preseed upon the hearts and
oonseionces of shose who have t0 bear theix
paris in moulding and building up the in.
atitutions of the sonniry.

the Qnesn of the

It was well aald :{
realm that the Word of God is the scurce

poontesi]
A———

of Britain's greainess. And as God hag
bosn ploeazead to give onr Chvroh & high van.
tage ground in this portion of the Britisy
Empire—s vast territory, so rapidly grow.
ing into importancs and numbers—as ho
hath aalled our Okmreh to ocoupy & pogition
of such prominence in it, surely it becomey
the Church to realize its obligatiins, to

t | glrd itseif for the disoharge of them fo the

utmost of ita diligenocs and power, fo sirlve
unwearledly for tho langthening of its cordy
and the strengthoning of its stakaes, and for
the loavening of the groat mass of the pop.
Iation with soriptural prinsiples and sorjp.
tural visws, that tho righteousness which
slone exalteth a nation may pravail in I,
Wo bless God for the heritage which hag
como down to us as the procious, dislin.
guishing featnro of Proubyierisnism~I
moan tho profession of those soriptural
dootrines of graco which God hath especial.
Jy owned, and blessed in cvery age, and
whish we trust will bo handed down unim.
palred a5 the dootrines whioh alono are ac.
cording to godliness. Xint us proolaim them
a8 tho great apostle did, detormined to
know nothing savo Jesns Obrist and lim
ernoified,

The mission of our Churob, indeed, iy
ono eminently fitted to inspire all its office.
bearers and mombers with a holy courage,
and determination anu zeal to go forih, in
dei)ondonoe on the divine blessing, to sesk
enlargement for the oause for the Gompsl
and deliverance for the slaves of sin and
Satan into the glorions liberty of the sony
of God. And tho more steadfastly and
oalmly thie Churoh sots itself to this, and
the fuithful preaching of the truth asit isin
Ohvriat, and the usoe of all appointed means,
and the entering in by open doors, whether
to individual sinners, or to destitutes looali.
ties, with the hoaling balm of the great
Ehysiolan, opposing all socinl evils, and
sountenancing all that is for the promotion
of vital gudlinces, lahoring to extend iiself
more fully from ocean to ocean, and fo
send the gladtidings of aalvation {o heathen
lande so mueh the more will it be honored
to build up the spiritual femple of God,
and to coniribute to the hastening on of
the time when Jows and Gentiles, all shall
be brought in, when there shall he ome
Lord, and His name one over all the earth.
Lot ours be the epirif and language of Ne«
hemish: *I am doing a great work, so that
I oannot come down,” **The God of hea.
ven, He will prosper us; we His servants
will arise and build.”

Fathors and Bretbron, we havs sought
thus to keep before us, in looking forward
to the work of anothor assembly, the grest
responsibility devolving upon us as a Churech
in the position which we ocoupy. Bal
what is applicable tv the Church a8
whole, is applicable to every minister, and
elder, and deacon and member individual-
ly. The spirit and cheracter of the aggre.
Zate dependa on the spirit and ouaracter of
each of the individuals composing it. Hence
the necessliy of the Holy Bpisit in our
hoavts as the spirit of life, and falth, and
holiness, and love, and power, in our re-
spective spheres of labour, Then may we
expect that God, even our God, will bless
ue abundantly,

Lot us oultivate the qiirit of nnity and
love and peace. * Behold, how good and
how pleasant a thing it is for brethren to
dwoll togethor in unity! There God com-
mands the blessing, even life for ever more,"”
Of course unity and peace areonly o be
soughbt and found in consistency with the
word of God., Peace with God resis upon
the honouring of His law, and the satisfy-
ing of His justioe in theperson and workof
Christ, and so pescs in the Church must
rest on the honouring of His own {ruth.
“ Buy the truth and sell it not.”

But in all matters of mere poliey, and
the best mode of procedure to aeoom%lish
the work of the Ohureh, lot there be nothivg
of the spirit of contention for the mastery
but the manifestation of » single eye for
the glory of God and the good of Jexusalem,
and God will make plain the path of dutly.
4 Upon the upright there ariseth light in
the darkness.

And, knowing that exoept the Lord build
the house they labor in vain that build if,
lst allour work as s Churoh,and inourseveral
congregations, be evor acocmpanied by ear-
nest, belioving prayer for the descent of
the Spirit tomake the truth effectual and
saving. Ho alone can give efficacy to the
meane. ** Prove me now herowith, atd see
if I will not open the windowa of Heaven
and pour out a blessing that there shall not
be room to receive it."”

The Axt of Prea.chi-;x.

It ig preaching of Ohrist our Lord whiok
is the seoret ard subatance and cenire and
heart of all preaching ; not mexely of fasis
about Him and notions about Him, but of
His person, His work, His simple yet un«
fathomable sayings—here lles the seorat,
the art of preaching. Independently ofits
great and saored aim, and of the matier
to be taught, preaching is an art; in the
caroful consideration of that art lie many
secondary but not unimportant means for
the more complets and perfect altainment
of the end. 'With these we are all familiar.
We know that the word—not in its theo-
rotioal peneo, buy as the briefest mode of
expressing the art of business and conver-
sation—the word in man is & great instru.
ment of power. As long as 8,000 years
ago, among theso ancient forefathers of the
Greek nation, fromx whom we have still in
many things muoh to learn, and in whom
weo find a multitude of poiuts of sympathy,
it is moat remarkablo that the great ors.
tor, the great poet, whohas commemorated
their deeds, and who lived in a {ime of
turbulence and war, nevertheless places one
other instrument of power npon a level with
theé sword, and thatis the word prodesding
from the month ofman, Well, now, this
word has to be consecrated to aims mos’
high and solemn, whioh were in

t hidden from the men of those days:

ut the more high and solemn the aim the

frnhr ought to be the oare that the means

or atiaining such an end are oarefally von-

li'dorod and wisely smployed.—W. B, Glad~
slone.

‘Wa do not helisve immortality beoause
we have proved it, but we foraver try 4o
prove it besnnse we believe it.—2Aariinean.

Tun graee that leads éo Obrist, Aretsomntd
fromChrist, 1 1live on him, I feel $had I

am enabled to live to Bim,—Rowland Hill



