N
lii&f:il bart of thig: most trying ordeal, subs-
hle:;?e' w‘fﬂ‘})ound and laid on the a]gr by’
.. viihout resistance. 6. The Divine
by Ton. The angel of the Lord called’
:gel, Izgt of heaven.  The word translated
308, in the' original, & messenger—
Bgy gmal,
N ,;E‘ Our Saviour told the Jews thut he
: '&m‘ "t Into the world, Jolm x. 11; and
0 sent not his Son into the world to
¥ o™ the world, Fohn iii, 17. The angel
o rd who addressed Abrabam was.
y 'Ou:‘?htihe allnfgel of the qovenang;)ur bl%ss«{ad
W, imself, the Lord Jesus Christ. 7. Tnr
& Nl;ims extremity the Lord appeared for
%ity . Man's extremity is God's oppor-
:"’dnés-g Ah}‘iﬂh&m’s sorrow was turned into
iy His beloved Isaac, in whose stead
b Hitute haq been provided, was restored
i8]oy,
;};to“l;‘&; and by his act of faith he obtained
ke, 1€ approbation but the applause of
‘ %neav‘v‘nly Father. & “Now I knew that
fearesy God,” v. 2. By works was
by faith made perfect. It is vain for
One periec
b;festto_profess love to (Fod, if he does not
| the
7

his love by his works, so far as he

th"“a Dower and opportunify. When cir-
feag, “CE8 render it impossible for s to evi-
OUr fajth and love by our works, the
'illin;nc%ms the willing mind. Abraham’s
) % ©3 to sacrifice Isaac, so clearly shown,
N y “pted by God for the deed. There
Othing which Abraham would have re-

¥eiy,, ., Part with for the sake of the Lord,
8 that he withheld not from him his son
Qﬁdi’ 18 only son, whom he loved. And if
by 01;11 18 generous love for us spared not
Yy, " and well-beloved Son, is there any-
Ong t°°ﬂ8istent with his own glory and our
Wi, % at he would keep from us 2—Rom.

tﬁ;“;lst‘ That the Lord delights in try-
2ith of his people.~Job vii. 17, 18.
‘Me;l' That the Lord sustains the believer
very trial—1 Cor. x. 13.
The Lord brings good to his people
8pparent evils.~—Rom. viii. 28. N
God’s love of hischurch.—J ohn iii. 16.

\p"eturen for the Children.
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ABRAHAM OFFERING ISAAC.

Yt of
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Yoru May remember of reading in ome of
ey, ;’"ner lessons of Abraham and Sarah,
N ;‘:.Y évere both old unc}l well strickendin
: ® day entertaining three angels under
%'Ne hﬁside);beir teut, vghen theyg?iwelt in
'hom‘“"ﬂ of Mamre. One of these angels,
, out to be the Lord, told them
‘ao:f' He was leaving, that they would have
%, 00t long after. All Gods words are

THE GOOD NEWS.

"84 50 it was here, they had a son Whom
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they named Isaae; and through this Isanc God'
had promised them a namerous seed.
Abraham and Sarah were much respected”
wherever they went, for they were not only”
Very rich, but alsoupright and godly. They’
were both very old, and expected soon to go-
down to the grave, but they were happy; they<
had Isaac now, about twenty years old, bud--
ding into manhoodi who would inherit their
all.  Time passed plearantly over the inmates
of that huppy hetne. Sarah was delighted to
see her son increasing in stature; and in know-
ledge from year to year. And Abraham, no
doubt, felt proud when he walked out into his
orchard at Becrsheba, or visited his flocks in *
company with his Isaae, telling him of all his
adventurous sojournevings, of his visits from
angels, and what they said; of the smoking
futnace and bundng lamp, that passed between
the pieces of his sacrifice, and of the Lord:
appearing to him in terrible grandeur and
saying; “I am the Almiglty God, walk hefore
me, and be thou perfect.” But while this de-
lightful calm pervades the tents of Abwraham,
he receives the strange command from God,
“Take now thy sen, thine ouly son, lsnac,
whonr thou lovest and get thee into the land
of Moriah, and offer himn there for a bumt of-
fering upon one of the mountaing which I
will tell thee of.” What o command was this! -
Every clause scems calculated to make Abro-
ham rebel. It is not take thy servant, bat
thy sen, and not simply a son, but thine only
son, thy Jsaac, whom thou lovest. And what
is he to do with so much that wasdear? Not
to send him into' the woods as he had done
with Ishmuwel. This would have been bad
enongh for his parental heart tobear.  Neither
is he commanded to give him up that another
might sacrifice him to Jehovah, but to go
himself into the land of Moriah, and offer
Isaac for a burnt offering. No one will de
for the altar hut Isauc, and no one must he the
priest but Abraham. Any one but an Abra-
“ham would have reasoned thus, Whence shall
the promised nation come if Isaac is to die?
Shalk not the very heathen despise me if T put
my own son to death? Andif he nust die
can 8o one be got to perlorm the bloody act
but Abraham; his father?  An ordinary man
might have met the command with such
thoughts as these; but, when God gave the
command, He knew He had to do with an
Abralram, and Abraham, when he heard it,
knew that he had to do with a God, even
Jehovah. And Abraham’s silence on this
occasion shows him to great advantage.—
‘When he heard of hiy fijends being in: immi-
nent danger ft Sodum, he drew near unto the
Lord and reasoned with him in prayer, “ Wilt
thou destroy the righteons with the wicked ?
That be far from thee to do after this man-
ner;” but when he is himself to be the suffer-



