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very poor of both sexes. Besides all this, theatres and halls are open,
and thither workingmisen will, and do go, while they shrink from churches
and cliapu's. A remarkable report haa just been published by' the United
Conimittues of the imiovement begun seven years ago for preaching to the
masses in theatres, &c. Here is a portion of it :

" It appears that last year there attended the Surrey Theatre from 2000
to 3000 persons ; Pavilion Theatre, 1500 to 2000; Standard Theatre, 1500
to 1800; Sadler's Wells Thuatre, 1300 to 1500; Alhambra Palace, 1400
to 2000 ; Regent Musie Hall, 400 to 800, and that 122 services had been
held. Thus 190,000 persons, who, speakiag generally. go to no place of
worship, wure brught under the sound of the gospel, making, with thnse
who preliously attuded since the theatres were first opened on the Su-iday
ev Jning, nu fewer 1,370,000 individuals to whom more than 200 clergy-
menîa and Disseitiug ruinisters have delivured free and popular discourses
during the past seven years. ' Two-thirds of the men present at each ser-
vice,' says the committee, 'were men whom nothing but a prize fight cen
interest, a tap-room and low pleasures attract, and who, apparently, are
not excited above the mere animal in auy thing ; yet were here quietly
and patiently waiting the beginniig of the service, and attentively listen-
ig to the und with interest aud intelligence to the simple preachiig of
Jesus Christ and him crucified.' 'In no place about these parts, and by
no person, honever popular, has such a large number of working men
been drawn together ;' and when it is remembered that the attraction
was not that of symbolisi, but that of the plain, simple address of the
clergyman or ininister, without gown or bande, book or manuseript, be-
yond the Bible, the conclusion is forced upon us that there must be snme
special iiiflusence in the very character of the services, which thus di-ew
multitudes together, which does not belong to other religious bodies, -who
confine theuelves to what is unusually called 'the outward and ordinary
means of grace.' No doubt the theatre itself is an attraction, especially
as many. if not all, the Sunday hearers are to be found in the pit and
gallury during the Nek ; and the acor-stic properties of the place have
also souutlhing tu do with the success of members ; but still we cannot but
think that there is sonething due also to the freshness and freedom vith
which the gospel i preached, and the stimulating eflect of synrpathy with
such large and attentive masses as listen so attentively and behave with
such decorum.

" All this gives cause for thankfulness for the past, and for hope and
cheer as regards the future."

PRESBYTERIAN UNION IN THE UNITED STATES.

The Arnerican Presbyterian (N. S.), says of the recent meeting of the
Re-union Committees of the two Assemblies :-"The meeting of these
Committees, first apart, and then jointly, was held in New York city last
week as announced. Our own and the joint Comnittee's meetinig was
huld in the study of Madison Square Church. Ten members of each Com-
mittee were in attendance. Rev. George F. Wiswell, D.D., was elected
a member of our Comauittee in place of Dr. Brainerd. The details of the
business trarsacted are not, we suppose designed for publication at preseit,
but no harm can possibly result from the announcement, that, during the
two da'ys through the gi eater part of which the joint meeting extended, no
jarriig nord was uttered, although every member gave free utterance te his
opinions, and that the impression made by the conferences was favourable
to the result contemplated in the formation of the committees." The
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