
u0 THE HOME AND FOREIGX RECORD OF

We have said that Dr. Cunningham was a great man. lie was one net
mercly of the greatest men in the Frec Church, to N hich he belonged, but in the
Church at large it nny he truly said that he hnd few superiors or even equals.

He was borri in 1805, at Hamilton, from which place his family afterwards
renoved to Dunse. iIe studied at Edinburgh, and havinig received license as
a Preacher of the Gospel, he was ordained in Greenock in 1830, .s as.sistant
and stccessor to Dr. Scott, of the Middle Church. In 1834 lie was translated
to Edinburgh as Minister of the College Church. Afler the disruption in 1843
he vas appointed one of the Professors of the New College, in which lie aifter-
wards succecded the lamiented Dr. Chalners as Principal.

Dr. Cunningham iwas justly regarded as one of the Master Theologians of
the day. lIe had thorotighly studiei the system, and might indeed be regarded
as an embodimient of the old orthodox theology. It has been remarked that
his mind vas in mrany respects like that of Calvin, and certainly no one vas
better able ta expound or defend the doctrine with which Calvin's name is
generally associated. As a debater lie stood in the very first rank, and was a
most powerful, but at the same time an honorable and highiinded antagonist.
As a Professor, lie vas highly esteemned by Iis students, who couild not but
profit by Iris luminous and logical prelections. As a Christian, lie was charac-
terised by a large hmeasure of simplicity and humnility, and was not only
respected but beloved by all who had the privilege of his friendship. During
the struggle whricii preceded the disruption, few sustained suci a prominent
position as Dr. Cunningham, to whose powerfil advocacy the Free Church
was largely indebted for the hold which lier principles took of the mind of the
Christian community. Afler the disruption, Dr. Cunningham, with Dr. Burns,
visited the United States and Canada, as deputies of the Frce Cliurcli, for the
purpose of expounding lier principles and enlisting the symipathies of Christians
in generail, and especially of Presbyterians in America. Dr. Cunningham was
highly esteemrred in Anerica, and had many warmrr friends and sincere admirers
there.

Few noiw of the leading minds, that guided the great movements which took
place nearly twenty years ago, are spared to the Church. May God in Ilis
mercy raise up one instrument of power and usefulness as lie renroves
another; and rmay lie sanctify ta those wlro renain, the sari hereaveients
with which lie is visiting the Church fromî timîre ta tinre. Few eveits have
ever happened ta draw forth more gencral sorrow throuîgiout the Frec Chrurch
especially, than the reiovail of Dr. Cunningham.

Fron mranly pulpits cloquent tributes ta iis mnemrory w're paid by sorrow ing
coIleagues and brethren. Tie following extracts are fromt a sermon by Dr.
Guthrie. le preachred fron Isaialr 57 c., 1 v., " The righteous perisheth and
no man layeth it te heart," and in the course of his remarks said-

- The Cîrircl. enn suffer no los- that. in the proper sense of the word. thet, world
can c.l irr-para b le. Thia i my c'frt inder t he .alnity tit has not nly filled
our hreii..ut uimr heairt.« with zlom. Williii nii n h 1, dend. tiai m11-t
loi in i anm-t it vl i dfiin. I s.r hima vesterdar lie stretched out in coll deaili
upon ii, he. hit .Tesu- liveth and lit eth for et erîinre. I «hall never forzget thi,
i h sopi i thi place, nor shall I turin thi, pulpit into a place for filatterin anyv mani.
Buit 1 iniv hie perinitted. in a word. ta expîres iv l.ve, imy veuneration, mytv aflertion
for lni vhose loss ve iouri, and in a sense wiiose luss the Cliurcl bas suffered.


