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for the use of those who may not otherwise have received them. The €owmn-
t miltee on the State of Religion would earnestly appeal to all the Sessions,
* toaid them with material for a full repurt to be laid before the Assembly
in June. Besides such answers as Sessions may be able to give to the fore-
going questions, the Committee would gladly receive any information or
guggestions t.at may enable them more clliciently to prosecute their work.
If there are any of the questions which Sessions may mnot be prepared to
answer, or which, for any teason, they may judge it best not to answer, the
Committee hope that they will not, on that account, refrain from answering
~ %he others,
In the cireular first sent out, Sessions were requested to forward answers
60 tho Clerks of their respeetive Preshiy teties on or before the first of Marcl,
These who 1aay find themselves unable to do =0, are now requested to for-
wand answers to their Preshytery Clerks on or before the 1st ot April,
THOMAS WARDROPE,
Comvener of the Ass whly's Comariltsc on the
Juelph, Feb. i, 1574 Ntate of Religion,

Pissionavy dntelligesce.

MISSIONS GF IREE CEURCH OF SCOTLAND.

Bospar.—The native Church in Bowbay bas received dming 1873 an
accession of eighteen, on thar profession of faith in the only Saviour

Brxoan.—Rev, Johu Hector, writing under date Gth Dec., 1873, savs,
¢ Trom recent reports it would appear that misionary work among the
Mohammedans of Eastern Denval is }hvmzni::g wore and maore hopetnls At
the misstonary conference on Tuesday Loty Rove Mo Ethis) from Jeeccre, gave
it as his decided conviction that the Mus-ulmans of that districs ave
seriously thinking about Chiistanity. In itinerating be bhad met with
interesting provfs of a spirit of inquiry, and considerable knowledge of
Gospel history, gained by study apart from all missionary effort.”  Similar
testimony was borne by other missionaries, Rev. Mr. Bion reported as to
the general readiness of the Mussulmans to purchase the 3Mus-ulman-Ben-
gali gospels, and spoke of prools of a spirit ol inquiry all around Dacca.

In “Nores BY THE SECRETARY” in the last number of the Free
Church Record we are told,” there seems no reason to doubt that in the
Turkish Empire the e has been “a new departure of Islam”—a revival of
Mussulman zeal.  But there are more Mobammedans in India than in the
whole Turkizh Empire—a fa t in every way important. The late ceusus
of Bengal clearly showed that the Mussuiman populatim of that great
provinee i3 much larger than bad been suppused; amounting to vearly
twenty-two milijons.  Farther, the fanaticsiy of the Mohammedans in
Bengal has certamnly bienincwvasiug for some years past. Altogether, the
state and feeting of Iadian Mohammedans have becn fitted to awaken no
sea.l anxicty 1 Chrsitan minds,

But quite recently very cuecring facts have gome to light regarding the
Moba vduns of Bengal, - Some of the e will be found ¢learly stated in
Mr. Hectods very 1 toresting letter given above.  The change strihes us as
wonuerfnl, The Bible is vead dn pleces into which no misonary has ever
preackis ;o and intaest, deepenivg towands convidtion, is the courequcnce.



