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tics standing moat in need of education, who would not avail
themeelves of the boon. This is felt to bo tho case cven in
Mnasachusetts iteelf, and in some other countries whero the
Free System, ns it is called, has begn tricd. And what, in
these circumstances, must be done?  We beliove that nothing
short of n compulsory enactment, euch as oxistain Prussia and
in some of the German Principalitics, by which overy parent
is punishaylo if hio do not send his children to school within a
certain period of their juvenility, Weo would sy, then, try
the direct nssessment firat, and if that plan does not succeed
in diffusing n universal cducation, then let an enactment be
pi. d by which parents shall Lo compelled cither to send
their ehildren to school for a certpia given: period, or the
chilidren nt a certain stage be required to pass through a cer-
tain examination on branches of education adapted to their
external circumstances, beforo they are allowed to engago in
any lawful business.  We discuss not hero the point as to the
State’s power to pass such an enactment.  We subjoin, in
the meantime, the following statement wr .en by the pen of
Dr Guthrie, ane of the greatest of living orators, philanthro-
pista and cdueationists t—

‘Phe’ want of edueation is not confined to the lowest of tho
people.
tho business of life before they have finished that of education,
and not a fow of them even before they have begun it The
condition of our Iabour market Iies ng a hedvy curse upon the
aition. Tt is an evil poorly conpensated by the giowth of
wealth, dind that more genernl diftusion of the comforts of life
in which wo vtherwise heartily rejoice.  Unfortunately, infant
labour s remunerating now-a-days in the way of work, as it
used to be in the way of mendicdncy. i conseijiidnce of
this, God's providence and nan’s-plans firo in collision—in
dircct collision. Heaven and ¢arth are at war. Thd roar of
machinery deafens the car of tender  childhood. The boy
grows paic upon the loom, and the girl grows stunted by the
whirling wheels, who should be drinkitig in knowledge at its
fountains, or rushing from school to play with the lambs upon
the flowery sward, or chasing the butterfly by the laughing
stream, or gathering health and strength, beauty and symme-
try, where the bee collects her honied stores for working days
and winter-time. ‘The cligk of shuttles and deafening noise
of the manufactocy are in cirs that should be tilled with no
sound but the shouts and laughter of play, the melody of sing-
ing binds, or the hum of the busy school.

¢ harmony of nature is disturbed, and the effects, of that
disturbanee on the physicnl, moral and religious condition of
our peoplo, are lnmentnble—und threaten to be more so.—
Children are able to support, before thwy have sense to guido
themselves. Before God has fitted, or sven intended them
to be sv, they nre independent of parental control, ‘Honce
domestic discord, heace houschold: rebellion, hence the defi-
ance of purental authority.  Too carly removed from school,
heneo the spread of ignorance.  Thrown in their very child-
hood into the company of hoary sin, hence their morals are
corrupted. ‘They are initinted into the miysteries of vice be-
fore they have the power tu practise it, Without a parent’s
hand to gurde the remns, before reason and principle have.had
time to assume their legitimate authority, the passions get it
all their own headlong way. And in the fate of a carriage
which has none to drive, but strong wild horses to drag it on}
or, it the fate of a bark; which, having broken loose from her
movrings, eatches the gust in her wide-spread eail, ere helm
is -hung or helmsman stands by the wheel—in that
invisible crush, in that shattered wreck, are symbolized the
fute of many. Born in our great centres of manufacture,
<ent to work when they should be sent to school, or continued
at it, and carning tvages sutileient to muintain thémselves be-
fore reason is developed and principles arw: confirmmed, they
lnugh at parental control, apd in secking to ba their own mas-
ters, become the slaves of their own master passions.

Many of the children of our working. classes bogin.

Ince to show the extent of this
the most extinordinary errors

‘This is neither time nor
ovil, unless to say that, while
may lurk under general atatistics, the publio judging by them
alone, may cherish the delusion that aﬁ is right when much ls
wrong. Tho actunl ttuth may bé best dvrived at by seléeting
gome particulat locality, and subjeeting it to a close and eearch-
ing oxamination. Wb have dong so in the Plenzance—n dis-
trict of the city whero we are about to build a church and
whene, through our missionary and his allics, wo have lnbiour-
ed four years with such remarknblo success. There are
worrg, far wotre Jistticts than that in this city. Thero nre
many much torso in overy large city in the kingdom, yet
there, in an arca contalning two thousand of a_population, wo
found, when wo entercd on our labours, no fewer than two
hundred children growing up without education—1who should
hiave been at gchool, and wero not. Thoy wero not without
schools, yet with theso in the neighbdurhood thoy were with.
out schooling. They had teackess within reach of thom, yet
thoy were not taught.  Now this is a very instructivo fnct—
"I'ho plain and very important inference to be deduced from
that fict is this, that whilo it is tho duty of the state to pro-
vido the mennp of education, it is no loss her duty to sco that
they are nsed. Yn the United States of Americn—n country
where, rnrlmps mord than in any edier, the value of educa-
tion is thoroughly understood, tho means ot cducating all the

oplo aro avsply, and, in many instances, freely provided—

“ot by one of their late reports, complaints appear to come
from cvery part of the country that xmmz parents neglect to
centd their childeen to school.  This cvil has bégun to grow
in Amerioa, which, in our own land; hns reached so gignntic
asize. Yeans of uxpericnce and. observation, which wore
spent among the Jower and lowest classes of tho people, have
Froduced in my mind n rooted convictien that, although pub-
o or private benevolence may plant schools in our streets,
thick as troes with fruit, the cvil nover will be cured. From
many n dark locality, tho city: will continue to cry, ¢ My peo-
ple are destroyed forlack o knowiodge,” unloss tho stato iv-
sist on this, that every cldld who ahou%d be, shall bo at school,

From  syatom of trade which offers up our children in sn-
crifics to the Moloch of money, and builds fortunes in many
instances on tho ruins of public moinlity und domestie happt-
ness—irom the cupidity of some parents, and tho culpablo ne«

ligenco of others, helpless childliood implores our protcetions
%Vu laugh at the Turk who builds hospitals for dogs, but leaves
his follow-creatures to dic uncured and uncared for. Aund wa
forget that dogs and horses enjoy,
tection from cruelty nthong ourscives, which is denied to thoso
whose bodies nrd-whose souls we lenave savage parcats to no-
glect nnd starve. I lay it down as a principle which caanot
be controxerted, pud-which lies indeed at the very foundations
of society, that no man should be allowed tg rear his family,
s burdén and a nuisance, and & danger to the community.—
He has no tridre tiglit to rear wild nién and wild women, aiid
let them looso-among us, than to rear tigers and wolves and;
send them abroad in our streets,  What four-footed animal is
«0 dangerous to the commuaity as that animal which unites
the uncultivated intellect of man to the uncontrollable passions
of n benst ?

YWe have n right to insist that this shall not be. Some
rights T may waive. I may waive my right to a fortune. I
may abandon my claim to a competent living from thoso to
whom I minister, -and tura tent-maker liko the great apostle.
But if 1 have a right to interfere for the good of others, to
shield the oppressed, to save the perishing, to instruct the ig-
norant—Dby fny act, on my part, to benetit and bldss my coun-
try—that i3 a right which I have no right to waive. Godre-
quires me to claim it and carzy it into effect. Religion thus
lends her holy sanction to the state, when she insistson a uni-
veral education. She commands society to tuke these child.
ren under her protection, and see to it that all of them are
tramned through means of the school to be of service to the
state. ‘The parent who does not educate his children shonld
be regarded as n nidii who i3 not using his liberty, but'is guil-
ty of licentiousness. When will men cease to confound the
two, and cense by applying the name of liberty to that which

by act of Parliament, n pro- ’
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