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ai, cables and in calking vessels :it is tîsed als wll is uthe pttroleumn, to protect
iton froîn rasiing, an>d simictites foi tais ;in i ugt'oIiieîîl in black scaliîig-wax.-
£Elas:ic Bs/urne» yiulds L'asuly lu resris Iloxiblo andi Clastic. Il em)its A
strunig bituinis»otis uduur, and is about %lie %vviglit of %watat'. Ona exposure go
(110 air, it becontes lias cd, îitdi loses ils elisi icity. Lt t(tk s OP (lie (race!s of crêiv-
onsin lel, saine in tuner as t.ie catoutcltotc, or aindian iubber, %wiltcce itlibas oL-
îaisîud thu naine oftheî! mincral caouiclouc. Il lias ljii lerlo lie» found oniy in
tàic load mines ut' Deilbysliie.-Ctornpuct bittimen, ur asp/aallum, is of al siitîlg
bl.tck coluur, sulid and britile, wviil a cotîcliujid-ti fractuie. ls specific gtav'iîy
ii fron i. tu 1.6. LiLe thiti for'mer varieties il burns freely, and luiîves IbUt titl!.
residue. lit is futtd :-Judo», in (lite paLli mae, ini Francc , in Switzerland,
aud in laruie dt îîositb iii siindstone in A ibai ; [)ut niu wlicre sa largely ai i11 (lie
isltnd of TLrinidad, %vherc, il foris a lake tice miiles iii circunifeence, atid of
a îlîickness unknuwn. A genîle lieat teiers il ductile, antd, utixed iviîlx gruse
or coaltioni pitch, it s, tisLd for pavihg the botiotîs of ships, and is supposed to
proîect tlîem froi t!îe leredo, of tho West Indian 3ras. The ancionts cnployed
biuutien in ilie consiruciion of tlîcir buildings. Tito bricks of weich itue walls
of Ilabylon werc, bulît %wcre accot'ding to lîistoriuns, cemnzaed, with hot bitumen,
which inîparted tu thcm grcater solidity.

DIGESTI1ON.

Ttit food being rcceived mb tto lestomach, is pepared for lissirniflation witb the
body by digestion. Th'(is process-to borrowv theo wortki of an acritîs modern
writur-taken inii te most generai and te niust proîbOr SenieS, iity be defirned
the conversion of' dend loto living nmtter; at zi! evenîs, it*is ilite cotiver'sioln Of
dead anilmal and vogetable substances idîlu au aniinalized fluifi, qu-tilicd to enter
iitile ocarrent of ciculaiiti, aînd tuien to becotue part atnd parcet of the living
machine. No other flitid atot even iiiilk frotîs the living udder, cain be pour*ed in-~
to tho blood-vessets willout î'iski of life ; and. thtervifore, wvo are siulhorised te
concîtîde, that the chyle (ilhat is, die digcstcd food) i a vititlized floid, like t1be
bload itscîf.

Ta,ere have been various opitnions concerning the maniner in which the diges-.
tive process is carried on. Tite ancients supposed Iiat it was cffecîed by litat ;
end titis opinsion was fornied frot a consideralion of the situation of the sîomatil,
which tlwy thouglît was iu the liîuuest part of the body, being placed in the ca-
Viîy nf îlîe abdomen, and t;urrounded by nunierous -soft orgasis. Titat lieat acts
as an auxiliary to digestion. is flot tu l>eA~oubted ; but it can nover bo consid-
ered as the principal-agenït in tire process ; fur cold-blooded animais are kaowui
to digest thoir food sufficienfly well te supply the wants of the machine ;, Cbeir
temperatlre is but Vllte higher titan that of the aimosphere.
. Anothe;- idea was that of fermentation ; but the food does flot remnaiti a sufflu
cient time in ithe sîornach go allow of fermentation;- nay, if ibis process $boua
make. place i . would in duce disease. The best founded theory is that of solution;
that is, of solifflon through the means of a very peculiar solvent. Rbeaumtw in.
closed alimoentary matter in tubes, w1uich vere porviocu at both.endi, and intro*
dfuced them int the stomach of animais;- whea the.y wàt d&whiit-ed, ho found
jhat the substancop wbich ho had inclosod ini the tubies were no acte4l opon by the
gaairic jui ée ax to becoino alomt disso1vel- -oo3008n03 a put*o< <b. gooussé


