THE LANCET. Sg

Dr. BB Mosher observed that if o sur-
weon goes to the dissceting.roon, or to a
septic case, and fromthereto an operation,
and feels sceptical about his hands, why
sitould he mot wear the ¢loves in the dis-
seeting-room and in the septic case and keep
the handas elean, and then go without gloves
in the operating-room?

Dr. W. B. Brinsmadesaid that Dr. Mosh-
er's idea and his about the sleanliness of
the hands are a little diiferent. Tt has al-
ways seemedto it that the major part of
infestion in clean from the
fingers of the operator and  his assistants,
and it i3 in the destre to et the Yinzers ab-
solutely elean that we wanito adopt some-
thing of this sort: and perbaps now the best
thing in the v ol the surgieal worjd s
the glove, The s precautions in wash-
ing thie hands are taken here, and in the use
of the cottan gloves they hiave to be changed
during the operation, which is an objection
to the cotton glove. The object of gloves is
not to save the hands, hut to inscre creater
cleanliness.

wounds came

J
COCAIN IN OPHTHALMIC PRACTICE
D Theobald, in the Jokne Haplins os-
pital Balletin, writes a word of warning
about the too free use of coczin in the
treatment of direnses of the eye. It has
come to beguite common for the gencral
practitioner to use cocain ineyve inHamma-
tions,the inducement beingthat it dimin-
ishes the pain temporatily and so causesn
measura of relief.  The conditions in
which it is used are varions, Hesays:

“l have met with many instances in
which it was preseribed in simple eatarrhal
conjunctivitis, Thers seems to be no in-
dication for its emplovmeni under such
circumstuances, and it is capable of doing
mueh niore harm than good. Beeause of
sta pronounced disturning effect upon the
nutrition of the cornea, cocain i not s
remedy to be used carelessly in eve dis-
eases.  [tacts, a8 you know, through the
sympithetie nerves, or chiefly in that way,
and, besides amesthetizing the eye, it dries
the cornea to a remarkable degree.  The
cornea not only hecomes dry, but the
epithelinm becomes Inosened, so that it is

easily rubbed off,sgometimes by the friction
of the lids, or from the slightest touch of
the instruments used. Any acent that has
80 marked an effect as this npon the nour-
ishment of the cornea certainly seems not.

to be a sufe one to use, unless there is a
clear indication for its employment. The

field of usefulness for cocain, apart from
its amestnetie action, isextremely limited.
Iscarcely think, indeed, there is any oc-
casion to preseribeit as a remedy in eye
disenses, thongh it may be used sometimes
to inerease the action of other druge; for
instance, atropia, or homatropia, will di-
late the pupil more quickly and power-
fully if combined with cocain. Even
here T prefer to keep the solutions sep-
arate, and to instill the coeain first, and
then the atropin It isalso zseful as pre-
liminary to the application of astringents
or cansties, like the snlphate of copper or
nitriate of silver. as it greatly lessens the
dixcomfort, but this *s only anoher phase
of itx aumesthetic action.”—Journel of the
Am. Med, Association,
AP
DIPHTHERIA OF THE EYE.
MeCollum, writing on ““Antitoxin in the
Treatment, of Dipntheria™ (Boston Me 1,
and Surg. Jour, for Angust 18th,) men-
tions fifteen enses in which the sight woula
undonbtedly have beenlost except for the
heroie administration of antitoxin. In
only one of these cases was there destruc-
tion of the organ, and this was in abnor-
mal condition at the commencement of tue
attack., *“When a diphtheritic membrane
appears in the sye the effect of antitoxin
on the membrane can he more carefully
stiddied than when it appears in the
pharynx. In some of these cases 2,000
uniss were given as the initial dose, and
this was repeated in sixor eight hovrs, if
there was not a marked improveinent.”
Except in very young infants, he helieves
the initial dose rhonld be 2,009 m:.ix, and
in severe cases 4,000 uanits may bhe given;
the more concentrated the better, as the
possible source of danger lies in the
amount of finid. and not in the inherent
property of the antitoxin.—Ophthalmic
lecornl,




