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development for which we hope, it will form, perhaps, a chief instru-
ment in securing peace and continued happiness for mankind.

The relation of the central bureau to National Red Cross societies
will be one of mutual co-operation. The central bureau will provide
information and facilities for national work; the actual work will
need to be carried out in each country nationally and in the main from
funds supplied by that country.

It is not intended that the National Red Cross shall undertake,
much less compete with, work already being carried out either by local
authorities or by existing voluntary associations. If, for instance, there
is a society concerning itself with child welfare, or the prevention ot
tuberculosis, or of venereal diseases, the National Red Cross would na-
turally give such assistance as it could through its voluntary workers
in this special work, while leaving untouched existing arrangements.
If no such societies existed the National Red Cross might advantage-
ously assist in their formation, retiring as soon as the separate organi-
zation was working.

In countries in which official and existant voluntary agencies
scarcely exist more active and continued direct work of the Red Cross
organization will be called for; in such countries assistance may be
needed from the central international bureau.

EBvidently there are many points of central and national adminis-
tration requiring and now receiving fuller and more detailed consider.
ation; and all that need now be said is that it appears to me certain
that International and National Red Cross organizations which will
concern themselves with the prevention of disease as well as with the
relief of suffering will be formed, and that they will have pregnant
influence in hastening the reduction of human disease.

The second week’s deliberations of the conferenc at Cannes were
filled with meetings of committees of experts and more formal seetional
meetings, at which lines of policy on certain specific subjects were
formulated for the later deliberations of Red Cross Societies in Geneva.

It is unnecessary to summarize in detail the scientific recommenda-
tions reached in various subjects. It may suffice, as indicating the
wide scope of the field of work about to be surveyed, that among the
more urgent problems of preventive medicine priority was given to
advocacy of combined efforts for the prevention of the major pests of
mankind, of the provision of laboratory assistance in the diagnosis of
disease, and in securing more accurate vital statistics and improve-
ments in public health legislation.

In child welfare work, the importance of health visiting, of child
welfare centers, of an improved midwifery service, and of continuous
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