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Case of Involuntary Movement of ‘the Head and Neck. =
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fectly tranquxl durmg sleep, as she ah\a): is; since
awake has only had a few noddmgs, and after motion,
sudden noxee, %c. At6} p. m., they seemed to in-
crease, and a draught was taken ; neck and upper part

of spine to be ‘well rubbed with the linim, ammonie: et
- opii..

Has hitherto taken very little nounshment, and

~ now expressed a wxsh for salt food and a httle Wme,
- which were allowed.

16TH,—Had slept pretty well ; bowels moved once,
and was tranqml till about 11} a. m., when oneof the
most violent paroxysms commenced, but was checked

_én limine by the draught B ol Ricini, ol Terebinth aa.

3vj. . This only caused vomiting. Only marks” of
spasms, were occasxonal quivers . txll 11 p. m., when
there was a paroxysm a$ ‘bad as that of the morning.
The draught was gwen, and follo.ved by the usual ef-
fect Co

177a.—At different periods had partial contnacnons,
and twice feared they would increase ; but thwarted
them by the medicine. ~ At 'night she looked unusually
dejected ; stated she'had not slept since the morning of
the’ 16th ‘but had nexther head-ache nor pain; an hyp-
notic ' was added to the antispasmodic, after dnnlung

‘which she had a long and refreshmg sleep.

1871, 12°A m.—There has not been further invo-
luntary movement of the head and neek; feels better,
but weak and dull’; bowels not been opened since 16th ;
no appetite ; tonou'e clean ; B Ext. Rhei,, Pil Hydrarg'
aa, gr. v. Palv aloesgr. iij, P. cnpsxcx, grj, ft. pil vj, ij,om
3h.” 6 p. m. A slight tremor; and a draught was taken.

19ti.—Slight’ tremors, one which dxsappeared aftera
dravght. '

21st.—No mdlcanons of spasms since ; appetnte re-

turning, spirits good, feels weals, but otherwise ¢ has not |,

been so ‘well since last summer.” Measures calcu-
lated "to ‘invigorate the nervous system were recom~
mended to be adopted and continued some time.
23rp.—Easter Sunday, quite well; went to church. '
1n the ensuing June I attended her, for the first return
of the spasms since the 19th April ; indications of them
existed three days, and were accompanied by globus
hystericus and neuralgxa of the left side ¢ but [urther than
this, there was no difference between the attacks. The

treatment, was confined to the anuspasmodlc draught

when necessary, and the ¢roton oil pill once. The res-
torative measures formerly recommended were not per-
severingly used, She did .not menstruate in May, but
did in June ; some days after the spasms dxsappeared
From’ that ume to this, March 1850, she has not been
‘my patient ; but I am informed that now and then she
has had involuntary movements of the head and neck,

after unaccustormed C\Litenicnt but they are ‘usuzilly
milder, and never exceed the types described in the ear-
liest pmtof their history.

OnsERVATIONS.—Involuntary mov ements of the head
and neck are exceedingly curious phenomena, and pos-
sess great interest from their rarity. -They occur in,va-
rious directions, and are usually assocxatc,d with,..orin- .
terrupted by, movements of other parts, there very.sel---
dom being a movement ‘of the head and neck directly..
forwards and downwards, which exists per se. Even..
in the few examples of this kind that are, ‘recorded, there
is only an identity of external features, beyond which
there are such dissimilarities as to warrant their reduc- .-
tion.to the heads of chronic cherea, paralyels agntans,_.
and salaam convulsions. These differ from the present !
case, by several particulars, of which the following are.
the most leading, and aumaently powerfu], to slamp,(,xty
with novelty :— p

Thus the cases of chromc chorea, famxlxarly known
as < shakes of the head,” vide Watson, et al.y and. of ;
paralysis agitaus, in which the head only is dxsturbed-—-
vide Elliotson, et al. : L

A. Last for years, or end only with llfe. Do e

B. Ofan unvarying character, ncxther subject to1 re-:
mission nor to intermissions. .

C. Not accompanied by any dexanoement of the ge..
neral health, . - : o

D. Not benefited by lreatmeni ‘ .

‘Salaam convulsions of Sir C. Clarke, et al.-—-EcIamp- -
sia Nutans of N ewnham :—

A. Begin in infancy, and.are diseases of chddhood
B. Exist for years, unrelieved by treatment. .

C. As arule end in idiotcy, paralysis or death, .
The movements are remarkaile in all these, for their..,
repetition in an unvarying we and in thlS case, also,
for their recurrence in such 1 gular txmes and rates asf
to admit of cla=51ﬁcat10n, a circumstance which asso..
ciates it with the cases which have been termed by Dr.
Pagel of Cambridge, « Monbld rythmw'xl movementb »
and collected from the practice of hxmself‘ Sir Charles:
Bell, Dr. Conolly and others, some of which had, beem
considered by Laycock as © Anomalous phenomena of ,
hysteria.” With these I eproll this case, not, becau»e 1ty

“
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is the representation of any of them, for among them,

there is no example of the head and neck bemg solely‘
affected in a vertical direetion’; but because it was that
of a young . female, with d:sordered menstruatxon, WhO;
had had h)sterxcal symptoms, but never had any evn- .
dence of orgamc lesion, and because it was relieved by,
hystencal remedxes, effected by pschlcal mﬂuence, and‘
unatfended by ciosure of the lary nx,



