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pain of a ncuralgic character ‘before the C\tcrnal signs of the
discase have made their appearance.

Third. Some of the worst and most hopeless cases of masto-
iditis do not show any positive external sign of their presence.
Tt is just in' these cases that an early diagnosis of pus in the
bone is most desirable and yet most difficuit. The presence of
persistent and severt one-sided pain in the head, with co-exist-
ent car discase of a catarrhal or puralent character, is very
suspictons of deep-seated mastoid disense ; a persistent slight
clevation of température increases the probability -of -pent-up
pus being present. - Possibly the use.of the surface ther mometer
over the mastoid would aid in the diagnosis. :

Fourth. When once we are satisfied - that pus has. fm med in’
the mastoid, it is our duty to open the bone without delay. -

Fifth. The operation is not by any means always so casy as
it is often represented, nor is it devoid of danger.  Often a very
thick layer of firm bone requires to becut throngh, and some-
times the most skilful operator will IICCCDS‘IHIV come in contact
with the Jateral sinus.

In future operations, when the onter table of bone is firm and
unyielding, it is my intention to use the dentist’s drill (dental
and surgical engine), as I feel confident it will do the work of
opening the bone with far greater case, precision, rapidity,
neatness and safety, than any of thc instr umcnts usml]y
cmployed 101 thls puipose.
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[Read before the Medivo-Chirurpical Society of Montreal.]

J. 8., wt. 28, dark complexion, medium stature, slimly built,
(lclicatq-]ool\lllv sent for me for intense pain in the right iliac
region. Ile gave a history of delicate general health, defectwc
- appetite, habitual constipation, and frequent attacks of pain in
the region already referred to, the right iliac, with more than



