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FOURTH SPECIMEN 0F ARDETTA NEOXENVA
AT TORONTO.

(July 16, 1894.) Yesterday while going through Toronto niarsh
I had the goqd fortune ta fnd Co:y's Bittern (Ardetta yzeoxena *it wvas a littie east of the south shore buoy and just in the act ol
alighting a littie behind nme wvhen I caught sight of it, and at
first rnistoolc it for a Virginian Rail, but on a second sight its
long legs shawed clearly it ;vas flot. I pushed as close ta the
rushes as I dared, and watched it for about a quarter of -im
hour, and turned ta leave it, ail the time wvishing I had niy gun.
After going sanie fifty yards, I returned ta have, as I thought,
a last look at nîy rare friend. This time I got sa near it that
Miss Phillips sugggested I bit it with an aar. Happy thought!
I took the hint, sa, did the l3ittern, and he flew ta the. other end
of the rushes, but again let me get within a couple of yards of
him, and this tirne I had the good luck ta knock hilm aver.
While watchink it, its actions were altogether different tc> any
other Bittern 1 have ever seen, for instead of standing exect
wvhen observed, as is the habit af mast of the farnily, it wauld
crouch down until it wvas only the size of a Virginian Rail, its
long neck altogether out of sight. It had a very slow, sneaky
wvalk, grasping a single rush wvith one foot and striding as far as
possible ta grasp another. It seemed ta be feeding on insects
on the lily leaves at the foot ef the rushes, as it would every
few seconds dart aut its neck with lightning rapidity and takze
sonîething off the leaves.

T> roiula. CHARLES PIcKEPIz\G.

The bird referred ta above was handed ta me by M-r. Pickering
for exaniination, and fol1aoving is the description of it. The
terms used in defining the colaors were taken from Ridgway's
IlNonienclature of Colars," with which the bird was compared:
Specimen ?, in good condition. Total length frani point of
beak ta end of mîiddle toe clawv, 16'2' ; the same with maderate
extension, 172' ; expanse of -%ings, 162' ; wing, 4-70' ; gape,
2-2' ; from point of beak ta centre Of eye, 2'3#; in length of
nasal aperture, o041 ; beak, ineasured at nostril, 0'3# wide; tail,


