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per ton of a wage increase,’’ said Mr, Bn;ntt, ““but
this would not entitle the com pany to jump their
prices to the consumer first 60 cents and then 80
cents in the price has been made in order that he
operators may meet our new demands, drafted at
the Truro convention last ‘veek.

According to Mr. Barrett the miners intend to
place their demands for further wage inereases be-
fore the operators within a few weeks. ““We are
going to press for these inereases too, in no uncer-
tain manner,’" was the way Mr. Barrett referred to
the demands formulated at Trurp.

There is general indignation among the citizens
of Sydney and Glace Bay over the recent inereases
in the price of coal and the statement by Mr. Bar.
rett offsets any elaim that the ¢ ompanies might have
that this inerease was necessary in view of the wage
agreements recently entered into by the operators
and miners, "

Instead of asking for an investigation why not
call Silby Barrett, as an expert  witness, to* the
stand? IHe says the late inerease in wages adds
only twenty-three cents to the ton; that sottles jt—
or may settle it in Silby Barrett’s opinion, Will he
therefore make public the figures on which he ba-
scs his statement? Before a man of Mr. Barrett's
high standing, a man whose clear sightedness has
brought eulogiums from President Lewis—woui
make the statement credited to him he must have
had *“first information' at hand. The publie has
o right to demand that he spread out this import-
ant information before them so that they may be
in a position to censure or refrain from censuring
the coal operators. Our opinion is that Mr. Barrett
cannot even give an approximate of the cost, to
the company, of the several increases in wiuges,

INCORPORATION OF TRADES UNIONS

The sentiment ““all things come to those who

wait"" may be accounted by some as merely a poeti-
cal expression. Were the phrase altered to  re ad
“some things come to those who wait,”” many wonld
be willing to aceept it as a praetical suggestion, The
Mining Record has waited long for public opinion
to veer around to the belief that Trades Unions, in
erder to best attain their objects, and secure gener-
al favor, should secure from the legislatures acts of
incorporation, For the Past year or two a voice, here
end there, at intervals, has called for the incorpor-
ation of all Trade Unions, and the cry is spreading,
and will soon make a demand in this direetion
which legislators nay not well ighore, Ten days
#go a despateh from Ottowa to a Halifax daily vead
88 follows ;—
' Legislation to place agreements between © labor
organizations and employers in the same class as
legal contracts, enforecd by the courts, is talked of
here, as a result of certain “outlaw’’ strikes, Those
strikes are in violation of agreements and contrary
to the wishes of international executives,

For instance, in Montreal, certain printers have
Walked out, although their agreement has some
time yet to run, and wages have been supplemented

by bonuses, and although their action has been dis
approved by the exeeutive officers of their Interna.
tional asgunization in - Chicago. Sueh  difficultios
are regarded in some quarters here as menaces to
infernational trade unionism. There have been sug-
gestions that labor organizations should be ineor-
porated and thus attain corporate entity  which
would permit of their suing or being sued in the
courts. e talk here at present, however, is of the
possibility of legislation being enacted  to give
agreement; such a legal status that the parties
thereto would be individually and collectively res-
ponsible for carrying out the obligations they have
assumed.”’

Why has the Lemieux Aet been a partial failure?t
Simply because there was no machinery wherehy
the workers might be constrained to live up to ther
agreements, while the other side, the employers,
could be foreed to a compliunce with an award un-
der penaltics. In Britain, at the present time, the
Government is searching for a £ heme wherchy not
only the leaders, but the rank s1d file must carry
out any agreement arvived at between them and
the government, or between them and their  em
ployers. It is certainly a feather in tie cap of the
old WA, that at the beginning of its activities it
sought for, and secured, ineorporation, and it was
sought for, in part, for the reasons given in the
above despateh. [t cannot be denied that unineor-
porated Trades Unions are irresponsible affairs, ag
witness many of the late strikes that have oceurred
in the United S#ates and also in Canada. When the
WA, was ineorporated, nigh two score years ago,
unions were looked upon as “outside the pale,*
The leaders of the society sought incorporation go
that the term “outlaws’* could not well be, for the
future, applied to its member 5, and for the further
reason that the members might have a possibly need-
ed restraint in the exercise of their newly found
power,

A curions thing about the incorporation of the
Provincial Workmen's Association was that it be.
came a party affair, and still more ¢ iously had the
support of the C'onservatives while it was looked
coldly upon, where not opposed, by the Liberals,

It way not be uninter sting to give the views of
certain of the legisiators, when the bill was before
the Honse,

The Hon, My, Townshend introduced the bill, and
was asked by the Attorney-General to explain  itg
object. My, Townshend said he did not see there
was anything to explain about it. It was simply to
meorporate a number of workingmen, prineipally
miners, for benevslent purposes and to enable them
to hold and deal with Property as a corporation,
Mr. MeGilliveay —alterwards Judge—thought iy,
Was a vory peeuliar bill, and deserved some COnSi-
gll'rnlmh hefore being passed, and thet it would be
imprudent h'; deal with it unti] the reat objeets had
heen uscertained. There wag nothing to show what
the purpose of the Association, sought to be incor.
Porated, was, except that it was to promote the mor-
al material, social and physical well being of its
members, and to manage its pecuniary affairs. Now.,
under 5o indefinite a purpose much harm might be
concealed. The House had nothing to do with
associations of the kind proposed, He therefore
would move that the bill be read that day three

(Custivved op page 14.)




