
TIIE CANADIAN ENTOMOLOGISI'. I

A NE\' LAC-INSEC'i VO JAMA.CA.
BW T. 1). A. COCKEIRELL, LAS CRUCES, NEWV MEXICO.

TIhe lac-p roducing Coccidie are usually referrcd to the genus carltria,
Signoret, buit as this name is pre-occupied iii Protozoa, Signoret (Bull.
Soc. Ent. Fr., 1886) substittuted for it the termi Tachardiia. The known
species referable to this genus are five, naniely:

i. Tacitardia lacca (Kerr.) India, o11 43 sPecies of plants of iS natural
orders (Watt, Dict. Econ. Prod. India, 11., 1889,1p. 409-41 2>; British
Guiana, on1 Ey:iyoxylin ( YTinelri, I)ec. 1890, P. 308).

2. 7'acliardia iaaee (Conist.), Arizona, on Larr-iea. (Rep. U. S. Dept.
Agr., 1882).

,3. Tacizardia wexicana: (Comst.), TIamipico, Mvexico, on ./Jfinmosa.
(Rep. U. S. Dept. Aar., 1882).

4. Tacizar-dia mne/aleucce (Maskell), Australia, on .Ae/a/euca, &c. (Tr.
N. Z. Inst., i891).

5. Tacliar-dia acacice (Maskell), Auistralia, on Acacia. (Tr. N. Z.
Inst., 1891).

To these rnay now be added a sixth, as follows
6. Tachardia .gemini/era, n. sp., Kingston, Jamaica, on Cliiysoba/aiizus

icaco, Linn.
Sonie nionths ago, Mr. H. Vendryes directed my attention to a Coccid

whichi was danîaging a Coco Plum. iii bis garden, and kindly gave rie
soîne twigs with many scales upon theru. These were evidently referable
to a new Tachardia, which 1 cali eml ea on account of the ruby-like
prominence on the dorsun of the scale: T1'e female scales (if the cover-
ing of lac caii properly be so called) are subglobular, shiny, criruson-
black, withi a crimisoii ruiby-like prominence on the centre of the back,
best seen in somewhat immatuire exanipies. There are also one or two
dorso-lateral I)roinineflces, miore or less obscure. Sides iih 4 or .5 keel-
like folds. There is a conspictious subdorsal aperture.

Lengthi of scale, 5 iii. ; diaru., 5 miii. - ait., about 4 mili.
l'le scales are extreniely liard, but will fracture if sufficiently pressed;

sides of scale crinison by transmitted light.
The lac Mien heated nicîtsto a substance about the colour of guava,

jetly, wvbich turns crinison on the application of caustic soda: this
colour-change is most niarked.

Thie feu;ale is vcry broad ovai, alniost circular, postcriorly bluntly
angçlled. On breaking open a scale, it is seen not to be coni)leteiy filled
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