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iny attenîtion was attracted, just befare suniset, by a sw-amii of tiiose
butterflies ii sort of racky recess, ovcrhuiig by trocs andl creepers.
'.hîey ivere about twcnty ini îîuîîber, auit w-ere danicinig ta aun fro
exactly ini tire inanner ofgîants, or as the glîast-inath ini Emglaiid îiia-s
uit tire side of a wood. After %vatclîing thonsi nw-lilc, I noticed thîît
sarie of theni w-ci-e restiiig wvitl ciased wiiigs at tire extremities ofaîe
or two depeîîdiîîg villes. Osso lifter atiotlier fhittcrcd frontî the graup
of danîcers te tice repesiiig squadroii, and nliglited close ta tire otiiers,
se tlîat, nt iongti, %%,beois nl> about tira or tlirce of tire fliers wcere
ieft, tire rest were cohtccted ini groîlps of hiaif n dozeii ecd 50 close
toge fier tliat catis groîîp aiglit liaive been grasped by tle biaud.
Whu otite crie lindati"lited it did îîat ili generail ly a"aii, but il îîw-
caller, lutteriiig nt tio group, scekiîîg te fiîîd a pLce, sciitiiiies
disturbod elle receuîtly settlecl, wlicu tice wiîgs %veto thirowi openi, anîd
aile or twe tlcwv up agaiti. As tiiere wore îî aoves ou tire lîangiîî
stailis, tirc uppeuratice prcsentcd b>' these buttcrfics, 8e crowded
tagethier, thîcir long erect ivings pointiîîg ini differeit, directionîs, w-as
not a little curiaus. I w-as told b>' pcrsoiis cesiditig siear, that cvery
evening thîey tus assenibled, and tlîat 1 liad lit sceti a thtird part of
tire nutnibers oftcil coliectod ini tlîat sIpot.

Anetiier siglît -which I eau neyer furgct is tire sw-ariniin of Urrailia
Sloais around a biessoniing trc at sunirise. This is elle of the most

gogosybeautifil of butterhliies, its braad îvings and body being
arrayed il, a dress of iich velvet black anîd tunerald green, arratîgeul in
transverse bands, with a broad disk ofruddy gaid, tire w-hale sparkh ing
-%'ith a pculiar radiantce, like 1 ew-doecd geints. It is, besides, ail iiascct
of mnusant iîîterest te the philosophlie entouioiogist, becauise it is aile
af tliose trauisitional forais b y t%-Iieli great greups arc liiiked togctlîer.
Every ance %-euld Say, au1 iaokiiig ait it, that it is il butterlly, a0î Yet it
passeuses tlir teclînical characters ef a aîoth.

At a certain season, in Janiaicas, viz.2 in the first %veok cf April,
ithli very accurate re"ularity, tiîis înaguificeat, itîseet suddealy appears

iin great numbers. l'ie avaçada pear, a kiud of Laitrîis, w hase fruit
is mnuch cstecnied, is tho» in blossons, and is the cenître of attraction
te these butterfiies. As the appiraachiiig Suis is casting a giowv ef gaid
over tire caster» sky, anc after anothor begins ta camte, and b- tice
tine the gloriîous erb emnerges fraun thie horizoni tie lavoly 1-viîi
geais are fluttering by scores, or evciî by iundrcds, araid sanie
selecteul troc. Tire hevel suribeains, glatîciîîg on tiroir sparkliîîg ringu,

gie tirent a lustre wrlich the cyc cati scai-cely look upon; aid, as fi>
da'nce ini tiroir joyousness aver the fragratît blooin, etîgag iin tire

evelutions of pisyf*ui combats, or ieuîît, up on tire iig ta aieiglit of
several hindreul fecet abare the tree, they coiistitute, in tiia obrief
lueur ef merîîiag, a spectacle whlich bas scee ta me îrartlî ycis af
tait to sec.

Vcry fewv persans capable ef appreciating the iîîterest cf tire speccta-
cle ]lav-e crer beheld tire gorgeons bird cf paradise in hîis reniate equa-
tonial for-sts. The land ii rhîiciî it dîreils is still a terra incognita te
science. Nearly ait the Nrorld lias lieen laid apen ta the perscveratice
of mnodern explarers; but thîe sullent feracity, of the savagos of Nei-
Guinea andi thoir hostitit>' ta strangers, kcep us to tiîis day in ignor-
anice oÏthe largcst islanul of the îrorld. A feir giauîccs at tire caast
ebtaiaed by advcnturous traveliers, wlie, -cil arnied, hav-e nîitrateâ
a mile er tire front the sert, have oniy serveti ta iriiet curiosit' atnd ta
stimauiste desire for an acquaintance îritb the proîductians li w-hidi it

~pena of thme birds of paradiso baal foutid thoir w.ay te Eurape,
throughl the native traders af the Oriental Arcliipeiago, and threir
surpassing gergeonusness of pluagen" lîsti dispased tire crodulaus ta
reccive the fabulons narrations ii irlieh li eir history iras inî-csted.
Gradusilly thiese absurdities irere exploded - but st11 noe naturalist liail
over behelil the birds in native freedain, tiift1. Lessan, tie zooiogist
attaehed te anc of tire French cxpiariîig oxpeditians tauchodl at tire
isiand. Ho diligintly used the foiv days' stay lie ninâe an tire caast,
and obtaiued al st irp of the birds. Thus ho narrates bis fi-st observa-
tion of the liiving' gens:

IlSella after iny arrivai in this landi af pronmise for Uie nnturalist, I
w-as oi a Siîaoting excursion. Scai-cely 1usd I ivaiketi sonie hundrcd

pcuin thase aîîcieat forcets, the daugliters of tinte, w-hase sombre
do'pth ivau perhînps tire meust msgnificcit, anîd stateiy that I had ever
seeîî, w-hcn a bird of paradise struck, my vieîv; it fiw gracefully, andl
in unduistions ; the feathers of its sido farnicd aur cegant, andi nerial
plume, ivbieh, ivithaîit cxagcratien, bore ne reniate rcsoinbiancc ta
a brilliant meteer. Smrprîsedl, asteunded, enjayiag an incxprcssiblo
gratification, I devoui-ed thîis splendid bird irith my cyes; but my ena-
tion iras so groat that I forgat, te shoot at it, snd diti mit i-eclilct
thast I hati agun ia My bsnd tilt it, was fur a-î.

Tire briglit spot in the meor> af Audubqii, tire cuithusiastic bio.
graphr of thehirds of America, iras tire discoî'cry of the fine crigle
îvhich he has nanied l "the Bird cf Wnsliugteîi." "l ir aso aa w-ntcr's
eveniti- '- ho observes, Il ini tho mouth of 1?ebruary 1841, that, fer

the fir8t tinte in nis) lire 1 hadt ait opportunity of seciîîg tlîis rare and
noble lîird, and ilcver iiiiall I forget tire dlgî it gave sie. Not even
Hlerschel, when hie discovered tire faisonîs.,, paie hîc bears lus nîno,

coui hav cxpricîced are îapp feelinîgs ; for ta bave soîîîcthiiîg
new to relate, ta beconie î'aursel a contributor ta science, nmust excite
thre praudest, eniotion ot the limtit licari. WVe ierc on a trading
vaya e, ascending tire ripper Mississippi ; tire keen winter blastsï
wvhisLied oi-er aur 'Iîadls, undî. tire cold iroîin whîieh 1 suffl'ed hald, in i
great degrce, extinguislhod thre deelp interest whicî, rit otiier seascîîs,
tlîis river bias hecît wont to awvake in rit. I lay stretchced beside aur
patroan ; the safoty of tire cargo was forgatten ; nui thre only tliing
thiat.called forth iiiy attention iw'ns the multitude of duel($, of différet
specles, accompanicd by valst locks of sivans wlîicl front tinte to limie
would pass lis. lily ptitroon, a Canadiani, iiad beeîî cîgaged matiy
)-cars ini tire fur.trade: hoe wns a mis of rituels intelligence, who, per.
ceiving duat thiese birds hlad engnged înv curiosity, seeincd aîîly mixions
to find so,î,e new oboct. ta divcrt tirc. I'îe trigle flev over us. Illow
fortunate 1 " lic .\caiied ; Ilthis is whi 1 could, bav.e m'ished. Look,
sir 1 the great, oagle ; and thre only anc 1 have seen sitîce 1 left thie
lakes. " 1 iwas instatitly an nîy Icet; anîd liaviiîg observed it titten-
tively, eoicluded, as I lost it ini tic distance, thant it was a Species (juite
niew ta lac."

Jt wras not till santie yecars aftcrwards that lie liad ait oppar.
tunity of seing titis rare and noble bird again. On thc face oa
precipice wras thre îîcst of wliat the country peaple called tire
"1brown eagle," nnd saune pcuhiarities ini tire situation iîîduced the
ornitliolonist ta hope that il, niight ho dt species of whieh lie vas iii
qucst. lÎe dcterinirica ta sec flor hiniseif. I is higlî expectation,*'
lie cantinuies, I scatcd iyself abota lîuidrcd yards front tire fout
of the rock. Nover did tinte pass nmare slowly. I cauld îîot belli
betra 'ying tire niast impatient curiasity, f'or iny liopes iviiisecred it, was
tire great ea-lc's îîest. Two tour, liaurs hll elîîpsed hetore the aid
bird ruade lits appearaîîce, whl iras aiinauticcd ta us by the luud
liissiîigs of the tira >-aîing oitcs, -w-li crawled ta tire extreinity of thie
halo ta receive a fie fisb. I liad a perfect viewv of titis noble bird> as
hic bli hisnsof ta tir edgiîg rock; ]lis tait sprcad, and bis -wings
pnrtly se, andi liangiing sonaethingi- like a batik swallow. 1 trenibleil
lest a %v ordsîuld osae froui m conipantions-tlic stightest raurmur

bc beil treasoîî frai» tireîn thy eîîtered itito iay feelinîgs, and,
alslîaugh little iiitoested, gazed iit nie. lii a few minutes tire otler
par-ent joincd lier mate, whiicl, front the differeiîce ini size (tire femnale
being inucli larger), w-e kttew ta o bcthe motlier-bird. She also hadl
brauglit, a fish; but, inoaie cautiaus thaun lier mate, ci-e she aligbhted,
she ghanced ber quick and piereini eye arouiid, anîd iastantly pier-
ceivhîg lier procrcaîît bcd hadbecndliscavercd, site droppeti her pro>',
w-ith il loud shrick conîmuiicted the alarmu ta the male, and, haveriiig
w-itli hija over aur hreads, kcpt lit a grilntbreateniîîg ci-y, ta inti-
iaidate us fronti aur suispected desigit."

Tcmpestuaus ireatler prcvciited access ta tire aiat, for several days,
at the enîd of w-hidi tinte it w-as fouîîd that the yuuig bad beeii
romovcd by tire parents. IlI camne at last ta thîe day) 1 liad sa ofteil
and sa ardeîitly dcsired. Tira ycarb liati goîîe by silice the discovery
of the nest, but îy %visies iiere no longer ta romain ungratified. 1
saw anc day anc of tiiese birds risc fronti a sali inclostire, %wheàr sanie
]legs bad licou slauglitered, and aliglit îîpaî a lowv tree branching avor
tire ram. 1 prepareti ny doublo*barrclcd picce, %vlîich I constantiy
carry, atd ive-nt slowny and cautiously towards bil; quite fearless, lbe
awated n aproachl, laahiig upoî nie with ain undauîtod eye. I
fircd, andhe fcl , before I roachied biîn lie iras dead. With irliat
deli"ht, 1 surveyeti tliis niagnificeiît bird! I ri- an id presented hila ta

ny~in rtiapi e ts-id tîmose cati only foot ivlia, like me, have
devateu tbci eliest eliiliood ta such pursuits, andi bave deriveti
front tlîem their first pleastîres; ta athers, I nmust scens9 "ta prattie
out of fashiion."

he catamsological cabinets af Europie have lonîg caîîntcd as orre cf
tbeir niast prizcd troasures, a gorgeons butterfiy nanicd Oneiihop)tera
rîamus. Liîîious nanicd thiase butterflies w-hich are included by

moadema naturalista umêler the family Paliiottidoe Equics; anid lie
divided tirent into G rocks and Trajans, îiaming catit individuail apecies
aifter sanie anc of the Ilonierie hieracs, clîaosing a naîte from the
Trojan list, if black w-as a jVroniinent calour, as if maurning for a
defeat, and frosa the Greeh-s il tire prevailing hues ivere gay. The anc
I speak of w-as callod after tire kisig of Ilium, bocauso it w-as the finest
species of tire buttorfly thest knawni. It is found oni>' in Aniboynai
its ciegant win-s expanid fully eight inches, and thîcy are splendidly
colaured -it -~ riCst emeérald green and vclvcty black.

Othr secisaf the saine noble genus have rccently bec» discoverecl
itire saine Archipelage; but hoTrojan manaroli remaincd irithout

a rial.Abou a earago, lîaîv<'er, Mr- A. Il. Wallace, an atceri-
plishcd cntonsalagist, and anc w-ho lias liat a greater personsi
acquaiutuinco than an>' etber insu of sciece, irith the Lepideptera of


