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relaticons ta tLe 0onfcdcrîîhion ai flic Provinces not ta ho struck liy tira
remarleabiapculrtisnaey Ist. Thîe reticeoce, or rattier the
entire absence af lixed viewa and intentions on lthe subject of Educa-
tion la the explanaiffons ai tîtase palliticians wh itanve propounded ta
the publie the plan cf a confederatio, aud 2nd. 'lieo excitement and

npprehensions C gentlemen tu ailier parts cf Loirer Cainda, imit, like
the nîajority ofinembers cf tlîis Associattion are Proestants.

As regards te former af tlieso tira points I tlîink it is a fortunate
tlîing for us leacters tuiaIte flciews and intentions oi our political
guides arte thug as iliee, lield in suspense-iliaî tlî"y bave Dot aiready

crtmnitted îlienselres ta any dtefànito pîolicy in regard ta ftltertltioii5 in
Educitionai arrangemenls--ilat Ihie door ia ltus lîurposcly loft open
for us or aoy persoans practically interested ini Educational ccncernea ta
bt*ing forward aur oin proposais and suggestions-and Oiai, flnally,
ttey lims disclaim, as it %vetc, ail desire ta deal ivilli xlings of sucli
,vital conseqiitnce upon ttc saine footing as iliey urcould dispose of
maltera cf delit and revenue, imîpcrts aud experts, commerce and
Bhipping.

1 du tiat know if allher teaclîcrs felt as I did in nctici tte utten
racagrenesa of %lie programme in regard ta future educationol% arrange-
ments, for 1 presunied ta féel annoyed and vras inclincd ta quarrel witlî
thei -wholr sttit an iiti account. But on reflection I sair tuaI il uvas
proper if not necessary, and I nawv beliere it to tiare bren for tts and
or great cause ttc very best tbing îlîst coulad Lave tappenud under lise
circuinstances.

'Upnn tbe Second 'point ta wirîci 1 tave adverîed, nnntety the appre-
hensions offuiends ci education in soute ailier parts cf Loiver Canada, 1
shail bonestly express5 my atm convictions at lte rile of appearine ta
some, whoee gocd opinion 1 value, ta lie uninfluenccd liy a praper zeai.

Wten 1 rend %itote discussions in it public pnints anid te proposais
whmcl have been circulated liy flie Caminitîe ai lteo Protestant Asso-

ciation in Montreai, 1 was ledl t0 ltrise for miyseli, nnd lei Itinle ove:,
as troll as the brief time and atber opportanities altsrd, ilic irliole
systeni and macl.ntry Nriterby publie education in Lower Canadla ia
utcw garerncd and cùrrie#l cn. Vtc publie acts contning the substance

ailLhe imole ame titost of 18403, 1848 and 18513, especially those of the
hast named ycar. Hla yingt carrfully rend Ihese, hnring examiîied thîe
Statutes for calling .tl existence and reganating Boards of Exani-
butera, Model Selicats, Normal Scltoals, Cotincil cf Publie Instruction,
journal of Education, Inspectorhiipas, praotctig teacluers in their in
dividual rigbts and prileges, Pensinning Suîperannuated Touchiers, and

Antn Reports as %vtil as allier: leading mratures ai the Sstern nOW
establisitcd in Loiver Canqda, togtter iritli the variaus provisions fur
recttifyli abuses, as ttcy oetur, and fon cnfoncing the educationai laivr

9cne:-ally4--and taking ino accounit tIp i"ueady pragresa ivticli I confi-
dently affirm las charatterized the state ai Eduicetion le aur country
and dietnict,I1 feel bound la exî.:nyconviction ltat ini aIl e3sentials
a great and excellant fotindation bas already been laid for lte future
educational ivelfore af aur people it-liter Protestants or Cathclics.
And I feel bosud alto ta add My decidcd opinion tat the less ttc exist-
ig arrangements and provisions te mcddled vitt in ttc ivay oi sitera-

tions or additions, the boetter, even in vicîr af aur phîînging c lcng ino
ltat greater sphîcre of national existence discîcard ta us in the prospect
ai a Coinfederatn oa at lte Britisht N'orthi Arnerican Provinces.

As regards teactera lhemsclvcs, aur systein bot in theory and la
practice maires us a profession and glires us aDU a siaios as liclonging ta
sucb, tte saine as tas long since been aceorded by society ta the prne-

titanraai a-v ud edcie.This islotis and in ttcinterestoaiedu-
cation a malter oi thc grealcat possible moment, and ia an advantago
suai ytt fuily altsincil uiough long striven for even in Englaîrd, irlere
te great mass of Teachers ai the people do nol yet, cititer in thitciraow
estimation or in *ita public eyc, consîltute a regolar proféssion. Tte
anc tting needful for uis as teaciters is rcally Ia set-k by ail menus in aur
powier ta qualiiy aurTatlves proierly for ite requiremnenis ofour caling-
a thing ihat resta i-cry iiela îi-itb ourselves and Certain la liring alang
-witu its accontplisbmîent %bc respet as support .oi Society in aur
bebali.

1 do nal pttztimeb ta Say taui our system la trititont defecîs ai dotait.
Intelligent nnd candid exaîrinntion, conlincd writh experience no lcss
titan enril anud Captions * nes, con and do bring unuier notice
variotns minor dcfecis ard desiderata. At the sane lime, il is my Con-
Bcicatios btliti ltuI ail sudh as are ai any great momnt admit of
graduaI extinction and rernrdy, and ltat îluy iii diîappear fron ttc
systera as ttecountry nilvances in xnaterial proipeniti* and aur ma-
c1slncry o! education works on iat an aIder atie of existence.

Under l'hese circomstanccs, and cntertnining sncob bellef as lisa been
expressed, I fan oc, cannaI concur in thie necessity or advisaility of
baving added an la abr exiiiing rnacitincry (as proposed by ttc Coin-
milice already mentione.l> a separate editeatianal dcp.irtmtnî for lte
Protestant popuîlationi. ta include another council cf public iostrucetion,
as treil as ailier reduplications ai th3 parus ai aurtlîesent ronring
syslem. Ttc rery suggestion itteli is a cornplimentar aclino%,vleaiz-
mntn cf th capabulities ai existing arrangements, but it is net put forth

-mt tbita -iew, and 1,8 obviousl>- inicnded te formn aur sccmînity againsi
possible future oppression of onc section cf aur population hy anothier in
tducational xsaltera.

According ta my rien- of the probtable resuîts af aucit a large and
costly I&ddUtion ta Our present arrangements, collision of feelings and

intereste in educationtil malters wouid beomoe far more frequent and
fur more serions tlîan tbey crin bie under a single dep:,rtment. tJnity in
educational effort, mutnai liberality of tiought and action in regard ta
ecci other's creeds and prejudices, and the amaltgamation of the îvhole
peuple whlich. liowever distant il may nowv secin ta saine, la yet ta ho
desired and hcîed for, and %vitt Surety corne liera, as it lias elsewhere. ini
God's own gond luine, will, as I lhink, lbe abso.utely and indefinitcly
deferrcd by titus virtîtally Iegistating for Ilicir postponoinent.

Sutely, if 'wc necd furtlier sectirities ia itehalf of aur Protestant prin-
Cites and aspirations, if %va% nitnat demand stronger pledgcs titan wve

silrerîdy possesa in the knowledge flint flic laws of Our land vill lie
cected on B3ritish soit, wliert %va live and Ilîrive under the glanions uld
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