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produce good results. In this point of view, it is much to be re-
gretted, that, with the exception of the members of the clergy, the
other ex-officio visitors perform the duties imposed upon them but
very rarely. Itis alsoa lamentable fact, that in most municipa-
Jities the Commissioners themselves ma{ be accused of the same
negligence. This is a further proof of the necessity for demanding
a certain amount of education as a condition and qualification for the
office of Commissioner, as suggested it my first report.

To conclude, the Journa's ot Eduoation will aid not « little in ve-
minding parents of the high importance of sending their children to
schoal at an eurly age ; of sending them punctoally and assiduously,
and of allowing them to remain there until they can reap, on leav-
ing the schools, the benefit of the education they have recetved.

For this reason, all friends of youth,—all who have at heart their
mstruction and improveme it,—shonld use their utmost endeavours
to circulate and 1ender popular the two journals (French and En-
glish) lately established and pubhshed by the Department.

3rdly. Statistics for the Year 1856.

The Statiscal Statement, comprised in Appendix A. of this Re-
port, is deserving of the attention of all persons of education desir-
ous of becoming acquainted with the intellectual progress of the
country.

Tho)Departmem of Education had not, until lately, any oflicer
whose particular duty it was 10 collect and compile the information
obtained by this oflice from the various sources from which it is
derived.

1t will not be considered surprising, then, that this branch has
this year assumed an importance which 1t did not previously possess,
and which can but augment considerably with the expertence and
proficiency daily attained by the clerk of accounts and statistics,
M. de Lusigauu, whose perseverance, assiduity and ability have
been of the greatest assistance 10 me.

in a re-examination of the calculations of the last year, some
errors were discovered, resulting from figures in tne tables of some
of the Inspectors having been twice added. The revised summary
of all the Educational Institutions, of the pupils, .ud of all the con-
tributions and assessments, wall show as follows, and exhibits con-
siderable progress during the present year:—
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The total number of Institutions, as shown by the statements
given in by the Inspectors, is less than the one given above, which
15 taken from Statement D., collected from the repoits made by
the different Iustitutinns for superior Education, from the reports of
the Scheo) Commissioners, and from information directly obtained
by myself. The luspectors’ Statement G. shows only 2,867, but |
have every reason to believe that the first total is correct. On the
other side, the 142,141 pupils in all classes of Institutions above
ziven, is the number given by the Inspectors; to which is added
thie number of pupils of the first section of the first aivision, (Uni-
versitics and special Superior Schools). Statement D. gives 142,908.
t preferred the fire figures, not being so certain of the correctness
of Statement D. in that respect, inasinuch as several of the prepa-
ratary classes, (connected with Institutions for Superior Education)
which are under the control of the Comemissioners, miglht have been
included twice in this Statement. Nevertheless, as the lnspectors?
Statements do not give exactly the number of pupils in Institutions
not under the control of the Commissioners, it is tnost probable
that the real number may be considered as being Letween the,
142,141 and the 142,908 numbers above given. The difference
between these two statements, it may be remembered, was much
more consilderable in my preceeding report 3 it will disappear in
proportion as the Secretary-Treasurers, the School Inspectors, and
the Principals of Institutions will acquire more experience, and
will be better enabled 10 compreliend the narure of the instructions
from time to lime adressed tothem. There is no person, in the
slizhest degree acquainted with the scicuce of statistics, who will
not percaive that this difference in the numbers given, being col-
lected from so many sources, cannot at present be remedied 5 and
at all events the lowest number given may Le relied upon as having
been reached danng the year.

-——

As I have alveady remarked, real progress should be judged more
from the number of children who really derive benefit from what
is taught them, than from the number of children atiending the
schools. ‘The following statement will, however, prove (although
we might wish for a more satisfactory one) that in tlus respect we
are not altogether stationary :—
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‘The Statement A. contains the report of the census of the children
in the different munici‘palitics, as made by the Secretary-Treasurers
under the provisions of the new law. It must necessanly be im-
perfect, from want of experience on the part part of these officers,
and in 2 great many instances from the unwillingness of the rate-

ayers to furnish correct statements.  ‘The reader will notice muny
Llanks that remain nnfilled. I have deemed it expedicnt, however,
to publish it even in its imperfect state; as, at any mite, ve can
arrive as nearly as possible at important results.

According to this statement, there are 229,216 childyen, between
the ages of five and sixteen, in Lower-Canada, of whom 121,755
attend the schools Jocated within their respective municipalities.
The first of these totals must ccnainl{ Jbe beldw the real num-
ber. After having carefully compared the total of the populu-
tion of the municipalities in which the law hus unot been put
in force, with the resuits obtained from the others, it was found
necessary to add 7,000 children to account for this deficit. There
are alsa many localities having no municipal organization in which
the number of children, between the ages of five and sixteen, can
uot be estimated at jess than 10,000.

From the causes above mentioned, the result of the census, even
in places where it has been made with the utimost care, is much
below the real number of children 3 and 1 should estimate the
difference at about twenty per ccnt. Upon these caleulatiuns, the
number of children from five 1o sixteen years of age, wonld appear
to me 10 be, in the year 1856, 292,059,

With reference 10 the 121,755 children attending schouls, as
stated in the census, this number appears to me 1o be correct, in so
far as tiie same refers to Elementary Schools. The Statement G.
(that of the Inspectors), gives 121,568, exclusive of convents, wiich
are ulf included in e class of female academics. (1)

‘The pupils of the instintions for superior Education, have not,
with few exceptions. been comprised in the retuins of the census
made by the Sceretarv-Treasurers, as attending school, although
included in the statement of children in the municipality. The
number of children between five and sixteen years of wge attending
Institutions for Superior Education, which, appears by the answers
siven by the Secretary-Treasurers to the circnlar addressed 1o them
referring 10 this subject, to have been altogether omitted, is 16,485
giving 138,240 children from five to sixteen years of age atlending
all the different Educational Institutions out of 292,059, or 47.23
per cent. It wonld appear then, there are 153,819 children between
five and sixteen years of age who receive no instruction whatever,
and if we add 1o this, at least one-fourth of those whose names are
inscribed as attending school, but who, from want of punctuality in
their atendance may be considered as_deriving very little ifany
benefit therefrom, this state W things offers a very melancholy amd
important subj ct for deep reflection, calculatcd however at the
same time donlly 10 increase the zea) of those who take any interest
in the educatio s of youth.
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(1) Statcment G, 112 snd following pages, gives 94,629 children in
Elementary Schoels under the control of the Commissioners; 19,590 in
the Boys' Nodel Schools; 2,482 in Girls' Model Schools; 2,584 in Dis-
senticnt Elementary Schools; 11,283 in Independent Schools,—forming
2 total of 121,568. Itis true thatin Statement D, only 118,983 children
arc stated as atiending Elementary Schools: but this nrises from our
having deducted the junior classes, or preparatary schools, attached ta
some of the cs1ablishments for superior cducation comprised in another
part of the statement, in order to avoid a re-addition of the number of
children, which would have increased the difference above aliuded 10.




