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others. F ine and delicate werk e? varlous sorts is somectimes
donc, which would beem. quite impossible for a blind person to
acconip]Lsh. There is now in the rceepLion-roonm of Uic New
York Institution for the Blind a largo and beautiful wreath o?
flowers, nmade of hair, and entirely the handiwork of a sigless
persan.
.The blind somectimes bave vcry false and curieus conceptions

in regard te sight. Il 1 can't understand, " snid a clever blind
man, "II ow tiings eau be seen te lie round or square, without
passing tic fingers ever theni." The process of' seeiug, te a man
baen blind, must bce more or less of a nystiirv. Even Saunderson'
only geL se a as te conceive tnt" UIc h art e? sceing was siuiilar
te that of a seriei o? threads being drawn froin the distant ebject
ta the eye.

Da Puiseaux, tic son of a Professer of Pbilosophy ln thec
University o? Paris, was lu soa things one of the shrewdest
men of his day, liaving attained consid"rable prollcieney in bot-
any and chenistry; but he was blîud. Ho lied a wonderul
memory fer seunde, and could, it is said, recog-nize by their veices
persans vhom, he lied only once beard. Re coula tell if lie wes
iu a street or a bliad alley, in a lerge room, or a small ene; but
ho believed fliat astronomers were the only people whe saw ivith
telescopes, and that thcy liad tlueir cyes differently ?ormed, froni
ether men. Nor was lis notion about eyes in geucral a wbit less
incorrect. IlThe cye, " said lie, "lis au ergan on «which thc air
aboula bave tlie saine cifeet, as my stick on uny baud." A bey
mpon whem Cheselden opereted for cataract, bad clcaely been o?
tliesanieopinion. Even 'when restoecd te iglut le believed tlat
thue objects lie looked on touclied bis cyca, us tbose wbich lie felt
touehed his skia; and lie consequently lied ne truc idea o? dis-
tance. Re asked Ilwhieh was, thc sEnse that deceived hlm, tlic
siglit or flhe teuch ? " Ie wondcred liow a liken ss o? bis fathcr's
face could lie got inte se smal a space as bis motliers watcli.casc;-
it secmed te hlim as impossible as gettlng à bushel inte a plut
mensure. It teck.hlm some timo earn tedisting-ulibetwcen
tie do.- and the cat, tuntu lic had feit tliet ever carefuily witli
bis ewa baud. It la not te lic wondered et, flierefere, that when
somne anc asked Da Puiscaux if lic Ilwould net lie glad te bave
bis sigit, " lic rcphied, "lIf it were net for curiosity I 'weuld
rather have long aris; it sens te me fliat my bauds weuld teach
me better what la passlug ini tic mocon thau you.r eyes or foles-
copes." Even axnong the educated blind, there must exist stran-
gely vague and incorrect ideas lu regard te ftie physical and met-~
aph.ysicai world. Cut off as tlic bliud mnan la, lu a measure, frein
thue rcst of flie world,and from, many clinnels o? liglit and infor-
mation epen ta aLliera, bis isolation is said te, give bum speciai
power and aptitude for the study o? abstract things; o? phulesopby
ana o? mathematies. Isolated, undeubtedly lic la; wlien bce
wiea te tbiak, bis bliudness saves him from flic intrusion e?
external objecta ana thc liusy crowd ef ideas whici wait about on
tle worid o? visible things; it may froc hlm from, soine illusions
o? Uic senses, and the mnares o? outaide appearance; hoe easily
becomes abstracted, Vhere a man witli siglit wonld often fiud it
bard:- se far, ticrefore, bis way toward deep, inward, tieuglt la
elearedi wludnd tide sem la bisa favor. Yet, aithougli more
thau one philosopher is said tu liave pluugcd huisel inte darkness,
for the purpose o? intense ana absolute thouglit, fcw, ire fancy,
would agree with ftic eld womau who said te Dr. Guyse, ber ni-
mister,wlie lied suddeuly bcene bliud, "19God lie praised tluet
iigbt is gene 1 Yeu're more powcxrul flian ever, new ye ne
notes."

The comparative statisties of blindacas in different countries
reveal sanie very aingular fansa. In thec United States fliere are
fewer liind persans lu proportion te flhe luhabitants tian lu any
otier couatry iu tbe world, thlic beîng only anc iu abiut 2460
inabitants. Nerway, for instance, bas 1in 5-40, Denniark in
1523, Sweden 1in lu 49, Bavaria but 1inl 1986, and France 1
in 93s; while Nzwl'onndland lias i in 1426, Nova Seotia 1 iu
1788, ' nd Prince Edward Island 1in 1880. It la qulte impos-
sible te find a satisactory reason fer ail o? flies differenceà,

although. variations of olimate give un explenation of soine.
]3etwe2n 200 and 300 north latitude the rate of che blind to the
wbolo nuniber of inbabitants is statcd tu bce 1 too to 109;- between
500 ana 60 1 te 11100; wbile betwccn 700 and 800 it is 1 to 550.

In round nunibers, thc entird number of blind persons lu the
United States is about 12,000; in Great Brittain, about 30,000;
ini France, 38,000. Thera arc numerous institutions, both in
this country and lin Europe, conducted on liberal principles,
which aim to give this unfortunate class an education which will
fit theni for any position in lif which their infirniity will dlow
thei te fill.

Tho New York Institution fer the B3lind lias lied 155, pupils
during the lest year. The course of study is carclully arrangea
sa as te be adapted tu pupils at ail stages of advancemcnt; sucli
instruction is given in Uie Industrial Department as 'will lie of
practical benefit; and speciel attention is paid to tlie generai
health and cornfort o? thue innuates. A visit te, sucb an institution'
as this, whule it a'wakens tie deepest sympathy for tliose deprived
o? siglit, aise causes one to rejoice that so muci lies been doue
by systematie benevolence to relieve their condition.

Notwîthstaning ail tliat can bie doue for theni, yet thc great
mejority of the blind do, more or less, dwcll in a separate and
peculiar domein of their ewn. Ilowever we may try te lessen
the sliarpncss of tho liue which divides theux froin the seeing
'worldi «;till tliey arc divided, and, at certain tinies, stand, as i
were. aloof froin the multitude of seeing men. Tliey are utterly
barred off fromn a thousand cliaunels through which intelligence
froin the enter riorld speaks ivith sulent yet living voice te, tlie
-wbole human race. It ia impossible tu ineasure what their los
is, or how sharp the priviçtion. Wheu al has* been donc that eau
be donc for their relief, guidance, anad support, the el3ud under
whlch tbey stili live is deep and dark. Hewever briglit the liniug
of that cloua - and ne out learus te lie more fuily ceuscieus of its
beauty ana briglitucas than the sufferer hinisef-luere must lie
trnes when the darkness grews deep ana lieavy nnd liard te, lie
borne. Yet it is neyer tee early wlth a blini child te teach him,
thathe is no'.alouene the darkness. Neyer toc erly te leahim. te
believe that the saine living ana miglibty Bain- whe bas mrade, and
controls, and wil1 judge the rest of the world-s thic -very sanie
that, unseen, ia about, and L.eeps. and will judge him at tlie last;
thut fliere is but one Fatlier ln the heaven above, in whom ve al
alike mnust trust.

And ne one is more ready and more 'wiiig te learn te believe
this tliau flic lind chuld if lie fail inute bauds of a klnd ana
loving teacher.-ffaxpers Mondly.
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A Vinisbed Education.
1I think," sàid Mms B.," i shall take Angelina out of the

public seheel, and send lier te a'4 Yeung Laies' Seminary.' "
"Wbat la the matter with tlhc publie seliool?"' asked Mr. B.
"0 1 I've ne particular fault te find 'wth it; but .&ngeina is

now tliirteen yeurn eld, and onglit te bein te think ef fiulshing
lier educatiou. It's ef ne nie for lier te kecp drummlng ever
arithmetic, grammar, ana geograply. She oxight te be attending
te the advanced branchues. Wliy, tliere is littie Fraucena*ncross
thue way, enly feu years ca, and sbe studies French, Spaui.sb,
Botany, Hlistory, ana Philosophy, ana bier teacher says she la
xneklng 'wonderful progrcss Our .&ngclina lias beecu jegn
aleng iu flhc public sebools, and la really bobina the tîmes. se
ucat week, alie must commence taking lassons lu music zna
dancing, drawlig and painting, ana in the modem languages.
Iu a yod?, nt most, aho must finish lier education and corne eut
into Society."

"lA finislied eaucation" 0 , f ai thec humbugs of Our sham-
ridden race, tlmit of a fiuased education ut a boarding sehol la
flue greatest. And of ail ludicreus objects uext te a dandy peaut.


