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to know s life sternsl,  Jesus Clivlst, wham
It mnkes known te uy, i the Prines of Life—
the Resurrection and the Life—tho Way, the
Tewth, und the Lige.  Tta THeapivimg tiding
are us Mving waters to n thiesty soul; and
thraugh the tufluence of the Holy Spivit of
Lite by the Gospel, thoxe whe were spheitu-
ally dead in trespasses and o slny, uve quickes
cued and vevived to n life of fulth und holl-
ness in newness of Hfe, vestored to the Image
of the Nving God, which shall end v an
cternnl 1ife of happluess in heaven,  That
vital principle, then, which wmay bo called
the lifo of Gud, Is communicated by the
Splrit of tite—the presevvative of life—* The
huealing baln™ of Tife *¢ foe all oue wounds,
the cordinl for ow fears,” The Gospel is
not, then, a vain thing : it {8 your life, and
shall prove a savour of life unte life, unto
all those who recelve and obey it but the
savour of death unto death to those Who ne-
gleet and vefuse it

Again: Tho Gospel, in its nature, Is a
Hravesny Lronr. By this Bght the Holy
Spleit enlightens this wicked world of fgno-
ranoe and dorkness by shinfug into the henrts
of men, and giving the light of'the knowledge
of the glory of Gad, in the fice of Jesus
Chrlst.  ‘The condition of this earth by sin,
is truly deplorable.  When we think on the
awful state in which ignorancy and viee pre-
vailed in the generations that ave past, and
the state of more than six buadred millions
of human beings in our own day, without
the ¢ lnmp of life,” or o guiding stav, without
the ** Hght of the glorious gospel of Chelst;”
but under the dominion, and held in slavery
by the **rulers of tho darkness of this world ;
blinded by the God of this world, lest the
Hight of the glovious gospel of Christ, who is
the image of God, should shine unto them,”
how anssverable, to this state do we find the
words of the Praphet, when he sald, *They
shall look unto the earth, and behold trouble,
and dackness, and dimness of anguish ; for
behold the darkuness shall cover the earth,
and gross darkness the people.” Alus! many
might indeed take up their lnmentation, and
in the language of the Bible say, ¢ We wait
for light, but behold obscurity; for bright-
ness, but we walk in darkness: we grope
for the wall like the blind, and we grope as
if we had no eyes: we stunble at noon-day
as in the night.”  * He that walketh in dark-
ness, knoweth not whither he goeth, because
the darkuess hath blinded his eyes.” And
many there are on this earth, who, in the
dnrkness of their minds, are led by the Devil,
driven by their lusts, till at Iast they stumble
into the pit of wo and misery, and ave lost—
lost in the blackness of darkness for ever !

If the natural light is precious and delight-
ful, how much more the spiritual and
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henvenly Hght,  ‘Think on o teaveller wan.
deving tn o distant mnd steange Innd, lostng
hix way, and poing  facther und fiwther
usteny—overtnken by storms and daekiess -
surroundud by ton thowsand hovelble and
feightful  dangers—without  light,  withont
gulde, without any knowledge of what i
Lofore him, and inxensible of hix dongee—nnd
you have n fulnt compurison of hlm who i
without the Nght of the glorloun gospel of
Cheist, In n world of snares and dangers—
lod eaptive by the Duvil—not knowlng where
he Is Ted, though every moment, every step,
takes him faethee aud favthor from honven—
from happiness—from God. ‘Thus tho poor
deluded beimg bs mnking nrapid progeess, (who
would not shadder at tho thought 1) in the
way to hell, golug down to the chambers of
death, to a never-ending destruction, 1o
misery, darkness, despalel Truly, ¢ the way
of the wicked is darkness, thoy know nat
at what they stumble.,””  And, alas ] il have
gone out of the vight way ;—all arg by nature
tn dnrkness and evrorl  Let us, then, with
the greatest gratitudo aund delight, rejoice
that ** through the tonder mercios of our
God, the day-spring from on high hath visited
us, to give Jight to them that sit in davknes
and in the shadow of death, to guide our feet
into the way of pence:” that the Son of God
wassent to be a ** light to Hghten the Gontiles,
to be for salvation to the ends of the eavth,
to open the blind eyes, to bring oeut the
prisoners from the prison, and them that »it
in darkness out of the prison house.” Re
joice, that his voice of mercy in the Gospdl
is calling: “ Hear, ye denf, and look, ye
blind, that yo may see;” and that the dny is
como upon us in which the deaf hear the
wards of the book, and the eyes of the blind
seo out of obscurity, and out of darknes.
And that the true light of the Gospel dispen-
satlon now shineth; and that it shall con-
tinue to shine, till ¢ the earth shall Lo filled
with the knowledge of the glory of the Lord,
as the waters cover thesea,”  That the reful
geney of its light in this world of grass dark-
ness and misery shall serve in every ageto
direct, safely and unerringly, weary travellers
to the regions of cternal light and joy, where
“the Lord himself shall be their everlasting
lght, theic God their glory.”
“ Topel hould we be,

Bleat Revelation, were it not for thee.

Hail glorions gospel ! heavenly light, whereby

We livo with comfort, and with comfort die

And view beyond this gloomy scene, the tomb,

A life of endless happiness to come.”

— Epitaph transcribed in the ** Youug Cottager”
All othier systems of religion, apart from the
Gospel, are but & confusion of darkuess, un-
certainty, and error ; leaving mankind intht
dark, concerning the existence and character
of God—the naturc of sin—the method of




