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literature, acconipanied on the ascending scale by the development
of the rarest nobility of character in his deserted and disappointed
wife, through wrongs and sufferings wvhich are equally typical and
representative. In " Middlemarch," though thtere is perhaps no
single figure so striking as these two, the cari vass is broader, and the
author's observation of common, life is at its ripcst and best, as shie
gives us picture aftcr picture of every day peoffle ivith their errors
and w'eaknesses, which are shown in a way that everyorje must re-
cognise as true, to bc of the same groivtl N'ith, their bitter fruits, and
hionest homely virtues connected by practical logic equally inexor-
able with contentmcnt and success. Arnongt the lessons with which
this " study"' is crowded, I may cite as pre-emninenitly useful the
example of Rosamorid Vincy, as showing how common-place
selfishiness and self-complacency may destroy the usefulness, and
blighit the career of those wvith whom ive arc rmost closely lirîked,
in a world wvhere Ioving care and wholesome influence arc the
powers that conserve gifts and graces and save the family and the
commun ity.

Mly s,?.ace wilfot allow me to go into minute criticism of even
the rnost prominent and mcmorable characters in George Eliot's
novels, the object of the foregroingr citations siniply beingy to cail up
to the readcrs of those immortal wvorks passages and scenes tvlose
associations have interfuscd thicmselvcs xvith their 'vhole intellectual
being, as well as to suggest to those wvho have not seriously taken
up the study, somnew'hat of the riches that lie rcady to their hand,
not merely in the xvonderful variety and intcrest of the characters
portraycd, but in the wcalth of observations, ivise, just, and tender,
,vith ,%vhichi ail lier -writings abounid, thioughtsw~hicli lave becorne to
multitudes a xri»,ll is da and "ajov fore-vr."' The point towvards
wvhich thiese remarks shouid converge is the practica. question indi-

catd a th bginninfg: Wliat attitude is to bc assunied by Christ-

ian men towards George Eliot's îvorks? The question is important,
for if the previous estimiate is a correct one it is plain that thecse
writingsm lnay be nadc a ivalua-ýbie instrument of moral tra-,inir.g. But
the matter becornes coniplicatcd with facts as to the pcrsonal history
and relifgious belicîs of thc author, and so a decision is oftcn not
arrived at, or a fialse or at lcast an unsatisfaictory answcr is sonie-
times rendcrcd. Two cxtrcmc aznswcrs may bc aind have practically


