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A Plea fôr a Cle&n Ballot.
BY W. E. HARIS.

In view of the fact that we are to
have a local general election on the
20tlh of this present month the
writer feels that the season is op-
portune for giving expression to
lis views on the mode of conduet-
ing the present day political can-
paigns curried on in our country.

Witlout muaking allusion to any
particular party or class of men, I
wish to severely denounce the
practices now resorted to by those
people, or their friends, who mnay
be secking an ionored position at
the bands of their eountryinen.

It is to iy mind proper that a
man first show honor and respect
to the position to which le aspires
by seeking-to attain the longed for
prize by ineans whici are fair and
legitimnate and which will notafter-
wards cast a shadow of reproach
upon hii.

To a man seeking an entrance to
political life to-day the question
first coltes as to how luch he mîay
be worth or how imucli lie is likely
to be able to put into thecamîpaign;
and let mie say riglt liere, if the
man referred te is found wanting
in this one important direction, all
his other qualities, such as ability,
honesty, and sobriety, count for
nothing and lie is relegated to poli-

* tical oblivion ntil such time as lie
imay be able to conte down with
his thousands. Now I asc yo,
dear reader, is this not a nost
lamentable state of affairs to exist
in a country pridiug itself on its
high state of civilization and the
renarkable intelligence of its peo-
ple? And again I ask.. youî as to
whether this present mode of ask-
ing your would be law-imaker to
become a law-breaker before lie
can becoîne the former and of cor-
rupting the morals of otherwise
honorable mon, to say nothing of
the bad examuple set to the rising
generations to whomi we are look-
ing with so muchi pride and hlope,
doesit not thirow vastr-ongr-eproaceh
upon all those who become paf
ticipants lu such.

I don't think there are many wlo
doubt the existence of the state of
affairs depicted abc le and if it is
possible there may be any such be-
nighted citizen I feel sure that lie
mnay readily become convinedcof
the truth of my stateient without
umich exertion or inquiry.

We are to-day livlig in a coun-
try unexcelled for its great natural
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resotrces and for its growing pres-
perity, in a country fanions for its
sonmd government, for its broad
and valued institutions, and for
the rare intellect of its inihabitants
and yet in the face of all these
happy facts, we have to acknow-
ledge to the truth of there being
in the mîidst of it ala living dis-
grace and reproach.

The shane and reproach conme
simiply fron the fact that people
are so over-zealous in seeking thoir
own iîunnediate and oft tintes epli-
eneral gain, that they overlook
the eternal welfareand aggrandize-
ment of their well boloved country
by selecting a eiass of men te gov-
ern it who are unqualified, save
in their possession of wealth, to
assume sucli a position of respon-
sibility. Were men, both young
and old, to turt their attention to
studying the requirements of our
country, for thepresent and future,
and to formning each his own opin-
ion of sucb, instead of accepting
second band the jaundiced expres-
sions of sone cullous old machine
politician, I will venture to say
that offering a voter noney for
such a well born opinion would be
one of the highest insuilts yon
could offer an intelligent man. If
snch were the case you would hear
less of sucb renarks as "I will vote
for the man who will give nie the
nost noney," or "I don't caro
which gets in se long as he pays
me for ny vote," or "Oid Simkins
won't get in for lie has not nearly
so imucli money as the other fel-
low." Expressions such as the
above are too common to all of you
to need anything in the way of ex-
planation. In regard to "Old Siiii-
kins," let me say, that under exist-
ing cireumnstances, if lie should be
blacker than a ta.r )ot, internally
and externally, heart and skin, his
successis assured, providing he as
"lots of money." Is this net suf-
ficient disgrace to be endured by
honest well-neaning men of the
present day to say nothing of
handing it down to the rising ged-
eration?

I was once rather shocked by
reading a ieudline in a newspaper
set in large type "Christ must rie
in politics before'l, eau success-
fully rule the world." I said to
myself, this lauguage is too strong,
such expressions as these are made
by some clergyman who is seeking
notoriety, rather than the ad-
vaneneut of his church's welfare.
However, since reading the above

ientioied lead line, I hlave be-
cone more and more inbued with
the idesa that ui friend who made
use of that expression in his ser-
mon hiad gained a greater know-
ledge of the truth than I wasat first
willing te believe. Yo nay say,
"Oi it is no great larm to soll
your vote if anyone is fool enougi
te offer you five dollars for it;" but
I say there is harmn and thtat it is
iost decidedly wrong, for very
miany reasons. First thtere is one
of your contry's laws, referring te
the use of eorrupt imeans for in-
fluencing a mnan's vote, and this
lias to be broken. Tien again the
mtan wlio lias stooped to barter
away his say in Iis country's af-
fairs for a consideratio plainly
shows the world that he bas not
his couitry's well being and best
interests at heairt, or- hie could
never consent to endanger themn by
selling his opinions in the above
ianner. If this be the case that

man can no longel' be looked upon
as ait honest or good citizen. le
is a law-breaker and also a traitor
to his coutntry's welfare. Ie lias
beconie a party to wliat muay prove
to be the ruination of his own
country. Then again do not the
loly seriptures exhort yo tu be a
peaceful and lawabiding citizen?
If therefore a nan is professing to
be guided by the teachings of his
God, lie muist bear in mind that lie
is breaking God's law wiheni ie
breaks lis country's law and that
in accepting a bribe for lhis vote
ho is connitting a double sin.
This is a subject oni which i feel
too mnuch cannot be said, in striv-
ing to show to the people what a
disgracofuil thing it is to recognize
the use of montey in conducting the
political affairs of our country. I
ofteni think what an bonor it would
be to be chosen as a candidate of
one's party by his political friends
and if elected without having re-
sorted to the use of any iuilawvful
means, to feel that one had been
chosen by a majority of the people
to be their representative and to
fill one of the iiglest positions
whioi they have the ability to be-
stowupon their fellow-nan,or even
to become a candidate and in the
face of defeat feel that you have
the confidence of your own party,
would be no slight mark of esteem.
If placed in the position of a candi-
date I wouild prefer a thousaud
times over to accept att honorable
defeat at the iands of muy oppon-
eut tha» to have the grim satisfac-


