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on such work-that is to, say, ho is unwilling to confer a benofit on others,
even thougli hie reaps a, greater one hiinseif. But there is a deeper reason
stili. The ropair of roads requires earth, and in a land wvhere every avail:
abie square -foot is necessary for tillage, ivho, is te furnish the carili
Nobody. And therefore it never is furnislied. Every missionary is able
10 perceive ihat, despite the indlustry of the Chineso, they are laboring
undur gyreat disadvantages, owing to the lack of good tools ; but lie can
seldoin introduce botter tools hnto actual use, either because they are far
too expensîve for the narrow rubans of a single farmer, or because, wvhile
tliey mîiglit be uscd for sevoral fainilies, jeaiousy and seifishincss iwould
prevent the experiment from beeoming a success. One of the clumsiest
of the Chinese machines is the set of roliers by whc h cotton is very slowly
and imperfeetly seoded, but a foreign machine cannot be introduced to
talco the place-.of the othe-r, for the zeasons already given, as ivo have had
opportunity to observe. Every foreignmer wlio lias travelied kL the cotton
States of Anieri.-a, and afterward in the cotton-growing Chuxnese provinces,
is struck wvith the thouglit of introducing the Ainerican cotton plant into
China. This lias been done rnany tines, but se, far as ive know the experi-
ment lias nover succeeded. The imaported plant grows ranlz and tail, but
lias the fatal defect of bearing Jittie or no cotton ; or if it doos, aftcr a
season or two the seedl must bo renewed, which is a permanent cleec on
the anticipated imnprovînent. The same lias been found o Lie the case
'with grains. Yct tobacco, maize, the peanut, a variety of beet, cabbage,
and the potate have aIl been introduced jute Northern China duriug the
present dynasty, and ail of theni are weil acclimated. Yet every sueli
innovation lias to figlit for its existence for a long limie, and tliere are
probabiy fow plants that can springr at once into favor as thc poppy lias
donc-a type of the persistence of evil and its universal adaptations.

Couservatisai and suspicion are in ail Oriental countries twin sisters,
wliich rosent any interféece with what already exists. It is due to these
traits that ene is se often struck 'witli the fact that contrivauces for saving
labor, whichi have long been in use in one region, are altogother unknewn
in other regions not far distant. An instance of this sort is to Lie found
in a district in the province of Chihli, %vhere the common forin of water-
wvheel is fittcd withi buekets drawn up by a rope eoiied on a windlass
turned by a donkoy. The machinery is rude, the buck-ets ill ruade and
leaky, and the waste of power very great, but, on the 'whole, this is mucli
mnore economical than drawing w.atcr by band. Yet in a boit of country
aiong the Grand Canal, orfliy z'oout two days' journey fromu the district
whero ivater-wheis are used, theso devices are wheiiy unkuown, and tic
only xnethod of irrigation is cither froni weiis with a wiudlass worked by
mon, or by two nmen tossing water froin wicker baskets frein the river
iute & pool above, and frein thenco to the field to be irrigated, thus using
the labor of four men and spilling about lhaif the wator in transit. Within
a fow years, liewevor, the water-wheel in a very imperfect forin lias made


