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The ' of *ao~d' Ve rled tluer bY a couple of Cectu-
ries. *

Wien wve coule to more modern times ;ve find that %vonderfully little

el,.ajng(O las takeai place. Till recently the absolute, separation of the priest-
craft froin the p)opullace, wvas secured by tlue office being hereditary, and by
inarr a ges '%vithi other than priestly familles being prohibited. 'iliose Nvlio

weore bora priests were prit(ticalHy comipelled to i'emiiij inl theicrical ranks .ail

tlueir lives. The celibacY Of the clergy is more forcibly repudiated by tlue
Grece Chareli thau by Protestants, for every priest inust bc înarried before
ordinationl, thougli lie is not perinitted to inarry a second tiie if left a
wyidower. he parish priests, withi ivhomn we have more concern, are
kruown as the wvhite clergy, and1. inay engage inin anual labor withi honor,
but not sote IcmonkS, styleci black clergy, withi Nvhoun they unaintain a

constant rivalry. Thie white priest considers, that lie ivorlzs to earu his
livelihlood, but that luis brother of the' unonastery is a lazy pauper, content
to live upon aluns wvhich, ouglit to find their way inte tho pocket of tlue

pa.rishi priests. The Russian ptiest, nay bc a simple peasaut, Wvho follows
Ilis callijng as lie would a bandieraît, exereising no more influence upon the
coinnniity than if he werc the village carpenter or barber, and enjoying

uuo more respect than tbey miglit comnuand. le, miay be absolutely devoid
of general education, perhaps unable even te, read the Scriptures. If lie

lias a due acquaintance wvith the prescribed routine of cerernonies, and eau

perform Uie rites demanded by his parishioners, he is consideî'ed 'Lully

qualified for bis post.
in the list of lus duties the propagatioxi vr even the teaeluing of the

Gospel flnds ne place. The -wliole business is as dead a fornîalism as is to
bo foumd, probably, in any religion under the sun. Certainly there are

many creeds in wbichi tho naine of Christ is unknown, in the practice of
which very inucli more fervor is displayed. It is only ln thue superstitions,
conscience-striekzen people that earniestness is to be found, but then, alas 1
how niisdirccted 1 As te the personal cluaracters of tiese pastors, ne
evidence could be quoted with more effeet thian t.hat given in a secret
government report some years ago by an orthiodo-x Russian, " celebratind
for his extensive and iintiînate, acquiainitance vwithi IRussian provincial life."
Hie says: "'fThe people do not respect the clergy, Lat perseduite thern Nvith
derision and reproaches, and feel them to be a burden. . . . The
people sItua the clergy, and have recourse to theun not from the impulse of
conscience, but froin necessity. . . . Becauise it fornis a class apart ;
because, having, received a false kind of education, it does not introduce
to thie lifta of the people the tcachingr of the Spirit, but renlains iii the
niere dead foruns of outward ceremonial ; ... becauise the clergy
it.self confinually presents examples of want of respect to reiigion, an d
transforms the service of God into a profitable trade. . s it pos-
sible for the people te respect pricats who spend tîjeir tinie in the gin-sbops,

*Siepuiffk.


