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erceted to defend the colony against the piracy of other nations. ‘f'wo
colleagues also came in them, and Paul, the oldest son of Egede,
returned in them, to study for the ministry, but a contagious discase
broke out among the Norwegians, and, worst of all, a mutiny among
the soldiers, so that even the life of the Governor was in peril. Most
of the mutineers died of the pestilence, and it was touching to see the
invalids, when carried to the tents of the natives in the spring, clas)
the tender moss and wild flowers in their hands, as old friends from
home. Soldiers and forts, however, did little to help the mission,
They rather drove the natives away from the settlement. Then, after
the death of Frederic IV. an order came for the colonists to return to
Denmark. Egede was given his choice to return with them or remain
with such as would share his exile, with provisions for a year, after
which no more help was to be looked for. In such circumstances, no
one would consent to stay with him, and his heart was heavy. His
entreaties, however, induced a few sailors to remain. All the vest
abandoned the mission, even his two colleagues left him to toil alone
wnd so he was left for more than two years of trial. He had left
Norway full of hope and love for the inhabitants of one of the most
desolate lands on earth, but the desolation of the land was not greater
than the desolation of his hopes of usefulness. Tethered to one
dreary spot, the sume stolid faces met his eye, the same mockings
fell on his ear. And was it for this that he had given up all,
and forced his way here at so great an outlay of toil and
treasure? In patien’ labor and baffled hope, what missionary can
compare with him? But the failure in Greenland was not a’.  What
would be the effect at home? Those who had derided hir. undertak-
ing at first would now ask, ‘ Where are the results?” E.ad they not
foretold this issue of so insane a scheme? His old flock at Vaagen
pleaded for his return ; and was it not his duty to educate his children?
Then, what g~od influence or elevating assnciates could they find in
Greenland? Well might be sav, ““ My way is hid from the Lord, and
my judgment is passed over from my God.” hut instead of that we
read of great quictness of epirit, arising from « hearty resignation to
the will of God. His home, too, was a house of peace. The members
of the household were of one mind, and found great enjoyment in
each other.

In May, 1733, word came that trade would be renewed, and the
mission supported. The king ordered an annual gift of £400, Better
still, three Moravian missionaries arrived from ernhuth, and this
formed a turning point in the spiritual history of Greenland.

Egede was not elated, for he had been too familiar with trial in
the past to look for unbroken prosperity ; and it was well that he felt
thus, for trials were at hand greater than any he had yet passed
through, TFirst came the small-pox, and as the natives had no expe-




