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STATE 0F flELTGION.

"The Lard bas ivondlerfully, silently,
and radually inclined the becarts ai bis

po% oreeive the truthes of Hie hioly
viord. Thero lias boen na special ex-
eitemtcnt; at no tinte bave any large
nunîbors caine 'lu at once;, but for ycars,
ecarcely a week lias clapsed, but rée have
liad sanie accessions froin thec beiathen,
till, now, they are, recduced ta a feiv strag-
ghing individuais, hiaving neither political
nar moral influence antang the comnmu-
nity. WVe are safe, in saying, that on
this island idolatry is abolished, Christi-
anity is the religion ai tIe pole. The
Salibaili is univerEaliy observed as of Di-
vine appointient, slavery bias boen abol-
ishoed b3- statute, and, as in Britain, lice
Bible ic thce comaon lczw ai Aneiteunt.

IlBut lot us nat, however, be rtisun-
dorstood. Tîrougis the Lot-d'e blessing
a great work lias already becu accont-
plishied an this island ; but a far greater
work lias yet ta hoe doue. Nearly tue
whole population have been brought
front heatlienisut ta Christianity,; but tho
nuniber who have been broaght front sin
ta haliness is as yet coLnparatively smnal.
The wvork is spread aver tho wbole sur-
face ai society, but it bias gained a deep
àad lit-t hald only ta a liuîited extent.
Stili we hope and pray tiat Ho w'h lias
bogun this good work amongy the people,
wil watch over it, and carry) it faorwardl,
tilt every hecart subutits ta thie authority
of Jesus.
OPERATIOCNS AT i'OTUSA, TANNA ANt>

ci On te adjoiingi. islands the pros-
pects af tise Missions are very encaurci-
gîngtc. Woe bave five toeres, natives of
ibis island an Faluna, and seven an
Tana. 4out a fartnig-ht aga, aur Mis-
sion liant returnied eroin -visiting aur
teachers an Faluna, and braught the niost
ogcoliragingr intelligence that we had
ever lad front that island. UXTe consider
Potuna as quite openi at pt-eont far the
isettlement ai a niissianary.

crWe consider that Tana, also, is noir
fbUily opoen for tirw tsioaie We are
laoking anxiauisl. fa!' the arrivai ai Mr
Goardon ta bo sevtied as anc af these tira
at Part Resolution. *A feir days ago, a
vessel fra'n Brantaniga broughlt us tir in
terestiing letters fron Rita, the Samat
teàeoher stationed at 1)illons B3ay. 113
has charge af iin station 'hintsolf, 'anîd
X. ana, a native aof xoi'no içlla %vas

sanie ycars at the Institntion in Samtoa,
lias charge of anather. E lia makes a
vcry urgent application ta us to send biai
sanie natives fro t ibis isilnd, to assist
hm in the w~ork. BHe says that lie is
vrelI; that the natives are peaceable, and
steal nothing front hm, that they arc, be-
corning desiricus for books, and cager ta
lcarn ta read. and wishi very nuuel to
have missionaries ta live aniang thcm.
Our earnest prayer is, that this wisb may
bc soon gratificil.

NATIVE AGUNCY.

"Yau are already aware that r. c are
about ta abtain a siail schooner for tbis
Mission ta, bo calledl the IlJohn KCnox.'
'l'bis ivili enable uis ta umiatain saf'o and

rg laitercourse ivith aur teachers an
teguadai ning islands, and î%vith any mis-
sionaries that niay join us in ibis group.
Native agoncy is indispensable in open-
in- Up flCw islands or ncw stations ; and
11. ative teacliers are reçgularly visited,
and carefully superintended, they aieo
capable of doing a great; amount af' pre-
paratary içork. It is, howevcr, oniy pre-
paratory work that any native agenb'y
ean accomplich ini these western 'groups.
Wben they- have brouglit tIc tvork for-
vrard a certain stage, unliless àit l taken,
up by resident utissianaries atthat point,
it flot only stands stili, but it goos back,
and the preparatory work itself is in dan-

geraiboing lost. The greatfelt vant in
t his group le the wanteai missianaries
Native ngency ta any amount eau sooni
bce raised ; but unless there are mission-
aries ta direct that agcncy, it is ai littie
or na value. Thtis is a large and impor-
taut graup of islauds. It contains a lar-
ger surface, and a nîuch largor populati-
on, titan is'îa bc faunid ici ai I the islande
ta the eastward, oceupied by te London
MiEsionary Society. The elimate is flot
so lieazltliy as the enstorri groups; fever
and agit pm'vail an mact ai the islamds
at certain, seasans ,but there. is every
remitn ta beliève tliat by praper cave a
£air muasure af -,ood bealti nay lieCil-
jayed. \Veliar 'verv eniçauragcitig ae-
counits kespécting the'.nild and docile dis-
position, ofthe niàtives in thtý farge islands
ta thse na-rt à aiIbis gi-aup. Foar te last
two or tht-ce v-ears, sandal-wvood vessels
ha':re been ixonstanitly trading: wifil thse-
nativeas of.XEspiritu &anto; and w ae as
Nwe have licou altlernot; a sinigle,
qjuaýrr-elia-, taken place beîwven fbli a-
tives and the traders ',
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